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Bad conditions decimate finishers in Safari 


Petrol economy-minded 
drivers in 


countries depend on NGK. 


Let's Save Energy With Regular Checks, Good Plugs 


Motorists everywhere know how in a full selection for maximum petrol 


important spark plug performance isto * economy. It is little wonder motorists 
trouble-free driving. Statistics show ‘ in 130 countries enjoy better petrol 
95% of spark plug failure results from ¢ economy with wide-range NGK spark 


fouling plugs 
NGK’s Jong insulator nose combines 
with the extra long copper core which 
extends into the electrode tip to help 
prevent fouling, eliminate overheating. 


No misfires at 


high or low 
speeds. , 
Wide-range 

NGK spark 

plugs come | 


1) NGK’s Heart of Copper. 


NGK__ | Makes of Automobiles. 


BP6ES:| Ford. Fiat.Simea,Mazda, 
Peugeot, Triumph, Renault, BMC 


BP6HS:| Opel. Renault, Volvo.Rover 
BPTES:| Audi, Lancia, Fiat 

BPSES:| Datsun.Jaguar, Ford 

Bolts: | Wartburg, Citroen, Triumph,VW 


NGK 


SPARK PLUG CO.,LTD. 
NAGOYA.JAPAN 


UK DISTRIBUTOR 
Lester Simms 12 Burwell Road, 


2) The Special Nickel Alloy Tip. 
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Rallying promise 


With the last echoes of this past winter's “be thrifty” slogans 
dissipating into the spring breeze the rallying scene is back 
to normal again—as proved by the BTRDA Chieftain Rally. 
This weekend the Castrol Special Stage Rally Championship 
with Aurosrort joins the fray with the Bass Charrington 
Tour of Lincs; the first round of a championship.with a great 
deal of thought behind it 

‘The BTRDA’s Gold Star series is already working well and 
has two more of its 15 rounds this weekend. It is cater- 
ing exclusively for the up and coming clubmen. Our cham- 
pionship slots into place between that series and the RAC 
National Championship. Some of our rounds count for both 
—the Welsh, Burmah, Manx and some more of our Castrol/ 
Autosport rallies are also Gold Star events and this partially 
illustrates the thinking behind the series. Obviously we have 
variety—essential variety of road surfaces and in the cost 
and type of event. 

The driver who comes out overall winner, after the final 
Boxing Day round, can truly consider himself the most 
versatile and adaptable rally driver in Britain. He should be 
ready then to plan his next season—not with British events; 
but by choosing the most lucrative foreign rallies. Our 
championship winner might turn out to be an established 
“name” in Britain, or he just might be a discovery. What 
ever the case he will certainly have had good exposure and 
coverage from the series and “going foreign” should certainly 
help build a name. 

Interest in rallying is certainly continuing in its ever 
increasing spiral, this issue containing reports on both the 
Easter weekend internationals, the East African Safari and 
the Circuit of Ireland. Also printed are the top 40 entries for 
the Tour of Lincs. A quick look at the list demonstrates that 
the lay-off has certainly not had any detrimental effects. 
In many ways we would guess that many drivers are weal 
thier (comparatively) now for a season of rallying than they 
would have been at this time last year. Over the winter 
many new sponsorships have been arranged and many “old’ 
cars rejuvenated. The mushrooming popularity of speci 
stage rallying is probably one of the most important and 
telling motor sport trends of the past decade. Now, it appears 
to be maturing. The situation is certainly being better stabi- 
lised this year with three major off-road championships. 
Newcomers are practically going straight into rallying with 
the smaller stage events. 

Perhaps it is a pity that stage rallying has not only won 
popularity—but has also helped sign the eviction notice for 
competitive road rallies. “Off road” is the operative word, 
for in the present social climate to support rallies with 
“selectives” on public roads (albeit remote and little used) 
is flogging a dead horse. 


Giving the Chipstead's of Kensington works-prepared Porsche Carrera 
@ mud bath on the East African Safari, and Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans 
Thorselius who finished second after building up a substantial lead 
before suspension troubles slowed them. eee 


In Tayler Productions 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by lan Phillips 


F2 and FA Modus 
drives for Brise 


Tony Brise’s magnificent drive to 
victory in the John Player For- 
mula Atlantic championship race 
at the Silverstone International 
Trophy seems to have been very 
nicely timed. Since that memor- 
able win he has had a number 
of offers for F2, two for F5000 
‘and two for Atlantic, Although 


he was to have driven the works 
Elden F2 car, he has now signed 
for Teddy Savoury's Modus out 
At for a joint F2/Atlantic drive 


{= F 


Brise —F2/FA car. 


Tony 


There seems to be some con- 
fusion over his leaving Elden. 
Brian Hampshire of the Kent. 
based outfit sald Brise had 
walked out of his obligation to 
drive the F2 car while Tony 
claimed that the engines had 
turned out to be 100 costly and 
that’ the sponsors could not 
come up with the money. 

‘Jo Marquart, designer of the 
Modus cars, told us that they 
were delighted to have obtained 
the services of Brise. He will 
make his debut for the team in 
Formula Atlantic at Oulton Park 
on May 5. He will concentrate 
‘on the JPS rounds. Any Formula 
2'races that do not clash will be 
taken in with the same chassis 
Initially. The F2 will probably 
have its debut at Mugello on 
Joly 14 if the new circuit is 
completed in time. Brise will use 
Holbay ‘engines for both for. 
mulae. Marquart said that a new 
chassis for F2 only would be 
produced towards the end of the 
year. 

‘The signing of Brise will make 
no difference to the current F3 
Programme despite recent rum- 
‘ours to the contrary. Bob Arnott 
will continue to drive the cat 
the recent non-appearance was 


due solely to the lack of engines. 

‘Modus, who are situated just 
down the road from the GRI 
factory, whence Marquart and 
a number of the staff came, are 
spreading their wings already 
Another” Atlantic chassis has 
gone to Tom Walkinshaw who 
should also be at Oulton Park 
providing testing with the Rak 
Ing Services BDA goes well this 
week. A SuperVee chassis has 
been sold to an Austrian by the 
name of Scharmann, who took 
pole position at the recent Hock 
enheim meeting and won the race 
by over 305; at a meeting at 
Aspern last weekend he had a 
second. Another FSV chassis has 
been built but they are awaiting 
a buyer with an engine. Mark 
Litehfield apparently tried the 
car but due to his directorship 
of Elden he felt that he could 
not race It 

‘Marquart also has designed a 
2litre sports car, which was 
originally intended for Jorg 
Obermoser to produce in Ger- 
many but at the moment the 
project is at a standstill. Mar- 
‘quart reported that the production 
was belng held up by component 
suppliers. He would ‘not. com. 
ment on other projects but Tony 
Brise said that “there were 
kood things in store for the end 
of this year” which may mean 
that the wealthy Savoury will 
be the man to give the talented 
Swiss designer ‘the go-ahead to 
produce his Fl car which has 
been gelling in his mind during 
the years with Huron and GRD. 


Tom Walkinshaw — Atlantic. 


One former F3 driver who has 
been in close touch with Modus 
recently said that the project 
had been discussed 


‘© Of the three Mexicos which 
were sealed after the race at 
Soetterton on Easter Sunday it 
is reported that two of the 
seals have since fallen off. Thi 
was reported by Colin Vander- 
vell last Sunday —his being the 
third seal which has stayed on. 
‘The other two were Neil McGrath 
and David Da Cost 


2 


© There's still a chance to enter 
in the JCB/Avrosrorr photo- 
graphic competition before the 
closing date next Tuesday (April 
30). The subject is the JCB His- 
toric race at Silverstone on April 
7 and the photographs should 
capture the ‘atmosphere of the 
championship. Entries should be 
‘addressed to Miss Vivian Cham- 
bers at AUTosFoRT. 


Chevron’s unintended 
3-litre prototype 


Chevron have built a 3-litre pro: 
totype by mistake! Grahame 
White gave the news early this 
week having discovered that it 
was entered for Monza. this 
weekend. 

The full story of how it came 
about is that Chevron Italian 
agent Eris Tondelli asked Derek 
Bennett to convert a B23 chassis 
to take a DFV at the end of the 


year. Bennett was under the 
impression that it was for use 
{in hillclimbs and Italian clubbies 
and decided to go ahead with it 

The chassis Is. a B23" which 
Tondelli used last year with a 


Tecno engine fitted. To accept 
one of the wo new DFVs 
it now has a B26" rear end, 
5000" brakes and B26 body: 
work. When they found out that 
Tondelli intended to tun the car 


manufacturer's 
races Chevron 
were beyond the 

and decided 


in long distance 
championship 

found." they 
point of no return 


fo go ahead with it. "Tt is nota 
secret prototype,” said White, “if 
it had been then it would probably 
have been very different, this 
was purely a car built on a cus 

The car will not be at Monza 


this weekend due to a lack of 
driveshafts but Derek Bennett is 
expected to be testing it on Friday 
The car will probably 

or the Spa 1000 kms 
thin has been asked 


The B26 2-litre sports car has 
also been revised in one or two 
departments and Bennett. has 
been going very quickly with it 
at Croft 


Five Scandinavians in 
Swedish Grand Prix ? 


‘The organisers of the Swedish 
Grand Prix are expecting to have 
five Scandinavian drivers taking 
part in their race at Anderstorp 
Sn June 9. Of those, so far only 
two are actually competing in 
FI at the moment, Ronnie Peter 


son and Tom Belso, The others 
who have indicated that they 
Want entries are Bertil Roos, 


Reine Wisell and Leo Kinnunen. 
Fred Opert has said on a num: 
ber of occasions that he will try 
to arrange a car for Roos 
though quite what is uncertai 
—fumour has it that Chevron 
will build a car for him but any 
Such story Is met with blank 
faces by. the Bolton’ men. The 
race, of course, does clash with 
the second Hockenheim F2 event 
$0 there would be a seat spare 


at March although this should 
be filled by Noritake Takahari 
Hans Stuck, unless he has 
wrapped up the F2 championship 
by that date, will be in the F2 


Scuderia Fin 


o, the team run 


by Jurg Dubler using the ex- 
works Brabham — BT42s, have 
asked for an entry for Reine 
Wisell who will drive alongside 
Silvio. Moser, 


The biggest question mark sur- 
rounds Leo Kinnaunen who has 


backing from his former Inter- 
serie sponsors AAW but seems 
to be having trouble finding a 


chassis. It would seem that the 
‘only choices open to him are a 
March (Mosley: “he approaches 
us every year") or a Surtees. 


Inhabitants of North West London 


in the Swiss Cottage area will 


probably have noticed this roadside advertising hoarding which was 
rected recently. We understand that once introduced to the team the 
general public will have a monthly change of viewing which will 


keep them informed of Hesketh progress—long may it continue. 
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“Tougher and busier 
Tour,’’ says Browning 


“Ie is going to be a much 
tougher and busier event this 
year. We are redressing the 
balance more in favour of the 
rally driver,” says BRSCC's 
Peter Browning about this year’s 
Avon/Motor Tour. of Britain 
which takes place from July 12 
to 14, 

This year 120 entries will be 
accepted for the event which 
starts at the Great Barr Post 
House, Birmingham, on the Friday. 
Five race circuits are included in 
the 1,000 mile route—Mallory 
Park, ‘Cadwell Park, Snetterton 
(for repeat of last year's night 
racing), Oulton Park, and Castle 
Combe: 

There will be around a dozen 
special stages, some being those 
Used last year and some are com. 
pletely new ones, while rally 
fans will be pleased to see the 
inclusion of two of their favourite 
stages, In addition, a popular hill 
climb championship venue will 
be used. The overnight halt will 
be on the Saturday, near Bristol 


‘The regulations will be avail- 
able in early May and will state 
that cars must comply with the 
FIA International Appendix J. 


Group 1 regulations although 
limited slip diffs and modified 
road springs will be permitted. 
Only tyres listed in the RAC's 
1974 Blue Book for those used 
in British club production saloon 
car racing (Section 2. page 161) 
will be permitted in the Tour and 
cars must. use the narrowest 
homologated rim widths. 

The entry will be divided by 
class in two separate divisions, 
first by cubic capacity as per the 
Castrol Group 1 championship 
and secondly by price as per 
club production salon ear rules, 
In an effort to attract a wide 
variety of makes. 

‘Manufacturers and dealer 
teams from home and abroad 
have already shown interest in 
the event, but for serious Group 
V racers July Is a difficult month 
—the Tour is followed the week 
after by a round in the Castrol 
championship at the Grand Prix 
and then a week after that comes 
the very lucrative Spa 24 
Hours which this year is con. 
fined to Group 1} cars and many 
leading British Group 1 teams are 
planning for Spa instead. And 
there are different technical regu- 
lations for each event ! 


F3 March for Perkins 


Larry Perkins looks almost_cer- 
tain to be driving a March F3 car 
this year. Originally we were told 
that lit would be a second works 
car with Brian Henton but Max 
Mosley said that this would not 


Larry Perkins—"very keen.” 


be the case. “We are talking with 
Perkins but it is a long way off 
yet.” "Towards the end of May?” 
we asked, “yes that sound about 
right,” he replied. It was thought 
that ‘Perkins would be just run- 
ning the major foreign races but 
Mosley did say it would be at 
home and abroad. 

Perkins was reluctant tos 
anything about the drive, “You" 
better talk to Max, but i'm very 
keen to do it and of course I've 
never driven a March before. My 
main commitments are still to 
Chris Amon though and I hope 1 
shall do some testing for him. 1 
need to do F3 just to get driving 
again.” 

Brian Henton will not be 
driving the works F3 March at 
‘Oulton Park this weekend as he 
has gone to Italy at the request 
of the Italian agents to sort out 
‘customer cars which are currently 
being blown off by the local 
GRDs. 


Schuppan quick in Ensign 


Vern Schuppan tested the 
Ensign Pl car at Silverstone Tast 
Tuesday and pronounced himself 
very happy with it. His best time 
in the car was 1m 18.33 which 
is the best it has ever recorded 
round the circuit, On the same 
day Brian Redman was exactly 
‘a second slower while having his 
first drive in his Shadow. 
Immediately afterwards 
Schuppan started to fix up @ 
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deal with Mo Nunn and his 
sponsor Teddy Yip to run the 
car for the rest of the year. 
Yip is currently in the Far East 
and all the negotiations were 
being done on Telex and nothing 
is expected to be finalised until 
the end of this week. Although 
two cars were entered for the 
Spanish Grand Prix they have 
been withdrawn pending the deal 
and further testing. 


Rollinson 
in F5000 


Alan Rollinson, who hopes to 
debut in Formula Atlantic at 
Oulton Park on Saturday is to 
return t0 F5000 as w 


After discussions, Mr 
Derek Robinson, proprietor of 
Motor Racing "Supplies from 


Frome, Somerset, has agreed to 
sponsor Rollinson in his McRae 
GM. 

Roilinson said this week: “Mr 
Robinson has agreed to supply 
engines for the F5000 car and 
we hope to do eleven or twelve 
races. We shall have to fit in 
with the Formula Atlantic pro- 
gramme which takes preference,’ 
he added. 

‘Although he is due to drive 
the works GRD in Atlantic the 
car is not yet ready and in the 
meantime he will be using a 
March chassis. He tested the car 
this week and found his ankle 
sull to be very sti; he will 
decide on Friday whether or not 


he is fit enough to drive at 
Oulton 

Rollinson has been competing 
in FS000\ virtually since it 


started and won the champion: 
ship with the Alan McKechnie, 
Duckhams Lola in 1972. He then 
Dought a McRae but a series of 
disasters and lack of sponsor- 
ship hampered the effort 
seriously. 


F5000 M19 
for Arnoux 


Rene Arnoux the highly rated 
French driver who impressed last 
season in Formula Renault will 
be doing F5000 this year with a 
McLaren M19. 

The car is one of two which 
Tony Kitchener bought from 
McLaren at the end of last yei 
and has converted to F500 speci- 
fication with deformable struc- 

‘The car will be backed by Shell 
France and will use Alan Smith 
engines. Kitchener's second ci 
will be used as a spare at all 
meetings. 

‘Arnoux has already moved to 
England and will test the car 
shortly at Silverstone and Brands 
before making his debut at Thrux- 
ton on Whit Monday. 

‘Arnoux was over in England 
during March talking with 
Surtees about an F2 drive but 
this proved complicated and fell 
through. 

‘The big French petrol _com- 
panies Shell and Elf are currently 
‘waging war" with two promising 
drivers. Elf are backing Patrick 
Tambay in F2 while Shell hope 
to counter with Arnoux in F500, 


© A historic race will support 
the Austrian GP at the Oster 
reichring on August 18 with 
practice taking place on the 15th. 
Also confirmed is a NUrburgring 
historic race to take place on 
August 10-11, 


Atlantic 
for Jones 


Australian Alan Jones will be 
Seen in Formula Atlantic very 
shortly, West countryman Mike 
Sullivan, who will be remem 
bered for the Comet Delltune E- 
types he ran for Tony Shaw and 
John Burbidge, will be entering 
him in an Atlantic March when 
he has no other commitments. 


Alan Jones—FA March. 


Jones’ first race for Mike Sul- 
ivan Racing will probably be at 
Oulton Park on May 5 with 
the team's Falconer-bodied 722. 
However, after that he should be 
seen in a 74B, At the end of last 
‘week Sullivan purchased the ex- 
Coulon F2 chassis which Is cur- 
rently being updated to Atlantic 
spec. The engines for the car 
will ‘be prepared by Tim Close 
Engines ‘who are based near 
Huntingdon, 

‘The team will concentrate on 
the John Player Championship 
although Jones says he is only 
driving on a race by race basis 
as he hopes to get some F2 or 

3000 drives, 


Charlton 


again in 
SA F1 


The first round of the South 
African F1_ championship took 
place at Pietermaritzburg on 
Easter Sunday. Once more it 
looks as though Dave Charlton 
is going to dominate the series. 
He" started ithe race from the 
back of the ged after having 
engine trouble in practice but it 
took him very little time to find 
his way to the front with his 
ex-works McLaren M23. 

Second and third places went 
to the Team Gunston Lotus 725 
of lan Scheckter and Paddy 
Driver while Eddie Kelzan was 
fourth in Alex Blignaut’s ‘Tyrrell. 

This was the last race for the 
‘Tyrrell, in future rounds Keizan 
will drive the ex-Chariton Lotus 
R 


RATIONAN IMRAQS7A 


Happiness is Drag Racin: 
with U.K.'s Best Racers 


Gates open 9am. Sunday 


Come early for Grandstand 
Seat. Racing to 6pm. 


Dennis Priddle Ed Shaver 


Gary Goggin The Sones 
Alien fe Hillbillys 
Clive Skilton Freddy Whittle 

Liam Churchill Kevin Pilling 


Roz Prior and many more 


Refreshments 


Goodies Stalls 


Hot Red Show 


3rd round Castrol—RAC national 
championship 


28th April 
Swindon 


Royal Naval aircraft 
yard. Wroughton. 


Children under 12 admitted fr: 


The organisers reserve the right 
to alter or cancel, whole or any 
part of the meeting without notice 


Admission includes Pits, 
Paddock, parking, VAT 


IAN RICHARDSON RACING 


would like to 


CONGRATULATE 


BOBBY BELL on his winning debut in the F libre race at Silverstone in the Trojan 
T-101 F5000 Chev V8 


CHRIS WHITE = on winning outright the modsports race in the TVR Tuscan Ford V8 


Why not let us prepare your engine to the same standards as last week's winners ? 


We have a fully qualified staff to undertake all your requirements. 

PLUS 

Full machine shop facilities 

Bead blasting and shot blasting 

Cylinder head work 

Complete exhaust systems made up to your own specification 

A comprehensive stock of all V8, F5000, Chevy and Ford parts, road and race. 


+ tt OF 


Telephone Ampthill 403320 or 403962 or write to Bedford Street, Ampthill, Beds. 
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Lauda Jarama favourite 


The 2,115-mile Jarama_ circuit, 
situated approximately 20 miles 
from Madrid, is the venue of the 
fourth round in the World Cham. 
pionship this Sunday, Twenty-five 
ears will face the starter at noon 
for the 90-lap race and therefore 
qualifying could take place in 
practice if all the 28 entries 
appear. 

‘The Ferraris turned in the fast~ 
est times in recent tyre testing 
at Jarama, which bodes well for 
championship leader Clay Regaz- 
zoni and Ladbrokes favourite for 
the race, Niki Lauda. Much in- 
terest will also centre on the 
BRM P201 which Jean-Pierre Bel 
tolse took to a sensational second 
inthe South African GP. The 
Pl60s for Henri Pescarolo and 
Francols Migault will also be in 
action, following their good per- 
formances in the Silverstone In- 
ternational Trophy. 

‘That race, of course, was won 
by new Spanish resident James 
Hunt whose Hesketh is expected 
to do well on the twists and 
turns of this slow track, but 
having led every Grand Prix this 
year South African GP winner 
Carlos Reutemann could further 
justify Ladbrokes odds as quot 
ing him ‘as favourite to take the 
World title, with the impressive 
Brabham ' BT44. Meanwhile, 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Denny 
Hulme have each won a Grand 
Prix this year with thelr Marl- 
boro Texaco McLarens and Mike 
Hallwood has scored points in 
‘every Grand Prix this year with 
the Yardley McLaren, and is long 
overdue for his first Grand Prix 
vietory. 

Ronnie Peterson and Jacky 
Tekx will be hoping to be’ back 
near the front with the new John 
Player Specials, and after Peter. 
son's performance at Silverstone 
—with the usual three-pedal 
system —that seems a. strong 
possibility. The new Tyrrell will 
be making its debut In the hands 


of Jody Scheckter, who has been 
testing "007" since South 
Africa, while Patrick Depailler 
will be driving his usual model, 
and another new combination 
comes in the UOP Shadow team 
with Brian Redman making his 
return to Formula 1, backed up by 
Jean-Pierre Jarier. 'With various 
Formula 2 successes under his 
belt, Hans Stuck looks like giving 
March similar notable achieve: 
ments in’ Formula 1 and his 
team-mate in the revised 741s 
will be Vittorio Brambilla in the 
Beta-sponsored. version 
‘Completing the various two-car 
team line-ups are Jochen Mass 
and Carlos Pace in Bang & 
Olufsen Surtees, Arturo Merzario 
and Tom Belso in Iso Marlboros, 
Graham Hill and Guy Edwards 
in Embassy Lolas and Richard 
Robarts who drives the second 
Brabham. Completing the 28-car 
field are Chris Amon's Fl pr 
Ject (yet to make its race debut), 
Tim Schenken in the new Trojan 
described on pages 10 and 11, 
and Surtees F2 man John Wat 
fon in the Hexagon Brabham. The 
Ensign and Japanese Maki cars 
will not_be appearing, nor will 
the Token as had been planned. 
Four 90 m practice sessions are 
scheduled to take place tomorrow 
(Friday) and Saturday for the 
190-mile race 
Ladbrokes have updated their 
‘dds for the world championship 


this year. Carlos Reutemann is 
now 4/1 favourite with Clay 
Regazzoni at 5/1, Fittipaldi, 
Hailwood, Lauda and Peterson 
6/1, Hunt 8/1, Hulme 10/1, 


Beltoise and Ickx, 16/1, Scheckter 
20/1 and Depailier 25/1 
For this weekend's Spanish GP 
favourite is Niki Lauda at 
4/1, Reute- 


7/2, Other prices a 


mann; 6/1, Hailwood, Fittipaldi, 
Hunt, 
10/1 


Peterson and" Regazzoni 
tulme; 16/1 
Scheckter, 


Monza sports car opener 


‘The first round of the sports car 
manufacturers’ championship 
takes place at Monza today 
(Thursday). With so much time 
having lapsed since the end of 
last season's championship due 
to the cancellation of the early 
races this season, most of the 
teams will be at’ full strength. 

Last year's champions Matra 
will have two cars for Jean- 
Pierre Beltoise/Jean-Pierre Jarier 
and Gerard Larrousse/Henri Pes: 
carolo. As usual they have under- 
gone extensive testing and lap 
times at Paul Ricard, have been 
sshatteringly quick and they are 
favourites ¢o retain the title due 
to their reliabitity, 

‘Alfa Romeo look to have the 
fastest car in their new 33TTI2 
but at the moment reliability 
Seems ¢o be a problem. Driving 
the new flat 12 cars of which 
three are entered will be Arturo 
Merzario, Mario Andretti, Jacky 
Tekx, Rolf Stommelen, Andrea de 
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Adamich and Carlo Facetti 

The very much revised Gulf 
GR7 will make its first appear- 
ance in the hands of Derek Bell 
and Mike Hailwood. A great deal 
Of weight has been saved over 
the winter while testing has 
shown the revised suspension 
geometry to be @ great improve. 
ment 

Although Ferrari are not con- 


testing the championship 
seriously (that's been heard 
before) they are expected to 


show up on home ground. with 
‘a revised 312P for Niki Lauda 
and Clay Regazzoni 

‘The field will be filled up with 
a number of 24itre sports cars. 
It was originally thought that the 
race would have to be moved 
back to last Tuesday due to the 
proximity of practice for the 
Spanish GP (Friday) but all those 
involved in FI will fly to 
Jarama straight after the race, 


Fitzpatrick’s GT win 


John Fitzpatrick has taken the 
lead’ in the European GT cham: 
plonship after winning the sec. 


n Fitzpatrick — winner. 


ond round at Zeltweg, Austria, 


last Sunday. 
Haying only his second. drive 
in the Georg Loos Racing 


Porsche Carrera RSR, Fitz domi- 
nated the 150-mile race and won 
by nearly half a minute at an 
average speed of just over 110 
mph. 

During the early part of the 
race Fitz, was involved in a 
battle with the Kremer cars of 
Claude Ballot Lena and Clemens 
Schickentanz but he drew away 
to beat Ballot Lena by 27s with 
Schickentanz 4% behind in third 
place. 

Fourth was Paul Keller's Car- 
rera while Claude Haldi was fifth 
and set fastest lap. 

Fitzpatrick and. Schickentanz 
now have a joint lead in the 
championship with 32. points 
with Ballot Lena and Keller next 
on 25, 


Drama at Brands Hatch last Sunday 
race Colin Vandervell had the misfortune to lose a wheel round Pad- 


During practice for the “celebrity” 


3F MORNING PRACTICE 3 
FIRST RACE 2PM. 


fj ADMISSION: 

= Adults £1.00 
Children 30p. 
# FREE CAR PARK 
# LICENSED BARS 


SALOON CAR RACES | 


(ORGANISED BY BARC) 


ish CAMPOS Fine 


3 FULL CATERING 
3 PICNIC FACILITIES 


DENIS WELCH MOTOR 
RACING SERVICES 


wish to congratulate Gerry Taylor 
‘on yet another win and a lap record with the Swish 
Ford Anglia at Longridge last Sunday. The Swish Ford 
is built and maintained by us so why struggle along ? 


Tel : Little Haywood 363 (Staffs) now 
AND LET US GET YOU MOVING ! 


VAN DIEMAN 
RF 74 FF 


Congratulations 
to BERNARD 
and MIKE oa a 

GOOD EASTER WEEKEND OF RACING 
at the Oulton Park BOC Championship 


HEAT 1 
— 1st MIKE YOUNG 


FINAL 
— 1st BERNARD VERMILLIO 
2nd Mike Young 

Snetterton BOC Championship 

st MIKE YOUNG AND BP MAN OF THE MEETING 
AWARD. 
For details of this ultra competitive car 
contract Ralph Firman 


VAN DIEMAN INTERNATIONAL 


Chalk Road, Snetterton, Norwich, Norfolk. 
Tel: Quidenham 270 


[ SILVERSTONE 
ae 


SATURDAY, 27th APRIL at 1.30. p.m. 
Vintage Car Races 


Nine-event programme including scratch races for 
Historic Racing Cars, Vintage Racing Cars, Edwardian 
Racing Cars and high performance PVT Cars, High 
Speed Trial, handicap races for Vintage, PVT and 
Historic Cars. 


Admission to Special Trackside Spactator Enclosures 

including Free Grandstand Seat: Adults 80p; 

Children 20p. Paddock Transfers: Adults 0p; 
Children 20p. All parking free. 


The organisers reserve the right to alter or cancel the 
programme without notice. 
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Pit and Paddock 


BBC Radio 1 Brands day 


The first of the Brands Hatch 
celebrity meetings is being held 
fon May 5. Radio disc jockeys and 
pop stars will be competing at 
the meeting which will be known 
as the BBC Radio One Disc 
Jockey Day. 

ight Dis will be entered 
against eight recording stars. in 
the Brands SheliSport Mexicos for 
@ 10-lap match race chasing 
team and individual prizes. 

‘The DJs involved are Noel 
Edmonds, Tony Blackburn, Em- 
peror Rosko, Dave Lee Travis, 
‘Alan Black, Bob. Harris, Paul 
Burnett, John Peel and’ Dave 
Simmons, The “Top of the 
Pops" team will consist of Cozy 
Powell, Errol Brown (of Hot 
Chocolate), Rick Kemp (Steeleye 
Span), John Ford (Hudson Ford), 
Hurricane Smith, Robin Box 


(White Plains) and Maurice Gibb 
of the Bee Gees. 

As well as the Mexico race 
there will be another event known 
as." A Gallon of Fun with Radio 
1." All the cars will be filled 
with just one gallon of petrol and 
the winner will be determined by 
the car completing the greatest 
distance on the one gallon, Just 
to make sure that they do not 
just crawl round a pace car will 
be driven round at the back of 
the field by none other than 
Roger Clark and Tony Mason who 
will try to keep the field moving 
at_around 55 mph. 

The whole day is being run 
for charity and proceeds will be 
divided between the Roger Wil 
liamson Fund and the Pest 
lozzi Children’s Village at Sedies- 
combe, Sussex. 


Briefly... 


© Clubmen's Super Sports driver 
John Spencer, who has a new 
Mallock U2 Mic 14, is being spon- 
sored by BBC TV programme 
Pebble Mill at One. The car will 
be filmed at Mallory Park this 
weekend for use in the programme 
next week 


© Rikki von Opel has not made 
up his mind about his future FL 
career. He has tested a March 
fat Silverstone but has made no 
further approaches to Max Mosley. 
He is also talking with Brabham 
about driving a BT42 but as yet 
has been unable to reach any 
agreement. 

‘As well as losing the Ensign 
drive he has also left the Alpina 
G2 ‘team after a disagreement 
with bossman Burkhardt Boven- 
slepen. 


© Despite stories that they 
would be supporting NASCAR 
only, STP will be back at In- 
dianapolis this year, It was an- 
nounced last’ week that their 
dayglow red colours would be 
fieen on three cars run by George 
Bignotti for the Patrick Petro- 
Teum team. They will be run- 
ning three Eagles for Gordon 
Johneock, Wally Dallenbach and 
fan as yet unnamed third driver. 


© A bruised Barrie Williams un- 
fortunately broke his ankle in 
that horrifying Easter Snetterton 

fash, but is currently attempt- 
ing to set BTD on crutches and 
hopes to be back in action with 
the Mazda at the Martini 
Silverstone meeting, 


© The Rothmans European For- 
mula 5000 Championship has its 
first continental round at Zolder 
this weekend with a two 25 lap 
part race one on Saturday and 
the other on Sunday. Entries com- 
prise Teddy Pilette, Tony Dean, 
Keith Holland, Peter Gethin, Bob 
Evans, Clive Santo, lan Ashley, 
David’ Hobbs, Chris Craft, Brian 
Robinson, [an Taylor, Mike 
Wilds, Patrick Sumner, _ Allan 
Kayes, Bill Wood, Vern’ Schup- 
pan (in the Lola), Brian McGuire 
And Lella Lombardi. Non-goers 
fare Edwards and Belso who are 
doing Formula 1 


Former Canadian FF champion 
David Loring scored his first 
win with a. works FB Merlyn 
Inst weekend at Stuggart- 
Arkansas. In an SCCA national 
event he drove the car from the 
back of the grid to win by 
76s. Currently he is using a 
Hart big valve twin cam engine 
Dut hopes to buy a couple of 
Nicholson BDAs before the FB 
season. starts. 


© Our report on the Paul 
Ricard 2ilite sports ‘car race 
Incorrectly’ stated that Emilio 
Zapico. was “driving a Chevron 
fe was in fact in the Paulenco 
Racing Garvey Sherry sponsored 
March-Richardson 743. 


France which is backed by o 
of the petrol giants Antar. The 
School will use Escort, Mexicos, 


will be held as scheduled despite 
the French elections, The rai 
will be known as the Francois 
Cevert_ memorial Trophy. Cevert 
won the race last year. 


@ Journalist Chris Witty who 
was to have run the Surtees F2 
team this season left the Eden- 
bridge team last week. 


Championships 


‘See Hsien, 


Fo ed 
fe gm ae gf te 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


TOP uP PETROL 
LOOK AT OIL 


CHECKING TYRE PRESSURES, 
BOLT CHECKS, TESTING 


SPRINGS ADJUSTING THE 
CORNER WEIGHTS, 


BLEEDING BRAKES. 
C Quite 
‘AGREE 


© Autosport 1978 
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OULTON PARK 


Long distance prod saloon 
race in varied programme 


Hordes of Formula Fords will again be converging on Oulton Park for 


the Wella round. 


Nearly 200 competitors converge tina, Derrick Brunt’s Vauxhall 
on Oulton Park. this. Saturday © Magnum, and Alan Minshaw and 
When the BARC’s North Western Bill Sydenham in Avenger GTs: 
contre have arranged a very Local drivers 
Varied eight ‘race programme — Choularton and 4 
Teaturing qualifying ‘rounds In be hoping to share urs 
the MCD Formula Atlantic, jn the 15 lap Formula Atlantic 
Britax production saloon, For: race with their Marches, but Bev 
ward Trust special saloon, Wella fiond, Geoff Friswell, Matt Spitz 
Formula Ford, BP Super Visco ey. Ken. Bailey. and. Bobby 
Formula 1300 and Low Cost Rac- — Bircwn will undoubtedly be. try 
ing Formula 4 Championship: Ing to do likewise 

The call for reduced race dis fe Ta iiae « 3 ae 


tances has cut the scheduled 100 a sort out the finalists in. the 
Km production saloon car race Wella’ Formula’ Ford race and 
to 83 km (18 laps), but a race (nelly 5 vary woad ‘entey includ. 


Of that distance should still tax jhe Richard’ “Morgan,” Gordon 
brake and tyre wear to the full. ey Nin Meeketh, Roger 
The outright victory should lie Bruce'White, Jorge Koechlin, 
between the Chevrolet Camaros ryan Sharp, Roy Klomfasa, 
of Jon Fletcher, Nigel Stovin: Rupert Keegan, Alo Lawler, Ste. 
Bradford, Malccim ‘West and Shen Souths Tit Needell; Syd 
Brian Pepper, John Cooper's Fox, Peter White and many’ more. 


BMW 3.0 Si_and Ivan Dutton’'s 
Capri, Among the other class 
entries are popular Radio 1 dise 


More single seater action is pro- 
vided by the Formula 4s which 
have attracted a healthy field of 


fockey Nol Edmonds in ‘the ve attracted & healthy old of 
Motocraft Willment 2-litre Cor- 3 cars. . 
adio 1 DJ Noet Edmonds has Joey | Steawsen's: Bees Caprt 
Ratlsecond outing in the Motor: s0Pear® inthe overfull F 
raft Willment Cortina at Oulton force ble wren 
srafe Wilment Cort pposiion from he. Escorts of 
pon RR 


Bailey and Tony Sugden and Dave 
Millington’s Firenza while other 


classes feature 1300. Minis for 
Brian Cox, Phil Winter and Robin 
Farquhar, Andrew Talbot's 
Herald, ‘Ray Payne's Hartwell 


Imp, Derek Walker's Fiat-Holbay 
and. Richard Long's Anglia 

The meeting Is completed by 
an oversubscribed Formula 1300 
Championship round, featuring, 
many familiar names such as 
David Childs, Brian Cocks, Keith 
Messer and’ round one winner 
Philip Lloyd. 

‘The first of the eight races at 
this very promising meeting. 
starts at 2 pm. 


MALLORY PARK 


Championship 
rounds galore 


Eight Championship 


irk and the large Forward 
Trust special saloon race should 
promise plenty of fireworks with 
entries including Mick Hill and 
Tony Strawson in Boss Capris, 
Gerry Marshall and Dave Milling 
ton in Firenzas, Chris Meek and 
Rhoddy Harvey-Balley in Escorts, 
and John Elliott and Jeff Allam 
in Vivas. 

In addition, the 1300 class 
features John Robinson's fast 
Escort-BDA, Andrew Talbot's 
Herald and Brian Cox's Mini 
There's a separate 1 litre race 
in which Ray Payne's Imp, David 
Edge’s Mini and the Anglias of 
Gerry Taylor and Richard Long 
should feature. 

Single-seater action is provided 
by rounds in the Lombard North 
Central Formula 3. and BOC 
Formula Ford championships. In 
the former, Tony Rouft's GRD 

ices Robert Arnott’s Modus and 
Marches for Buzz Buzaglo, Jose 
Pedro. Chateaubriand and. J 
Espirito Santo while the fastest 
20’ Formula Fords from practice 
Ro in to the BOC race and as at 
Sulton, all. the top names are 
entered with some extras such as 
Richard Hawkins, John Murphy. 


Vermitio. and Mike 
———_——— 
—, 


Twenty-two year old Tiff Neede 
will be out to score BOC points 
at Mallory with his FF Elden. 


Noel Stanbury's Gryphon will 
be after another victory in the 
ShellSport clubmen’s round, but 
faces strong opposition from 
Vernon Davies, Barry Foley, 
Richard Cresswell, Frank Sytner 
and Richard Groombridge, while 
John Harper's Ihd XK 120 heads 
a tremendous array of thorough- 
bred production sports car 
entries in the Spreckley race 

The meeting is completed by 
races. for Mini 7s and Mini 
Miglia cars—both qualifying for 
their national championships— 
and the first race starts at 2.30 
pm. 


SILVERSTONE 


Races for cars 
of all ages 


EAIVE Bi 


No less than seven ERAs will be 
appearing at Silverstone on Sat 
urday including this one for 
Lindsay and others for Venables- 
Llewellyn, Arnold-Forster, Bill 
forris, Patrick Marsh, Dudley 
Gahagan and Gordon Chapman. 


Approximately 180 cars covering. 
‘as wide™ range of are 
Vin- 


meeting at Silver- 
‘and among the unusual 
ones is R. J. Burrell's Bentley- 
Royce which comprises a 4) 
Bentley chassis fitted with a 
Phantom 111 Rolls-Royce VI2 
‘engine. 

Highlight of the 
the 15 lap historic 
event’ which has attracted | 17 
post-war and 16 pre-war cars 
Including Neil Corner's BRM P25 
ERA, Paul Weldon and. Her- 
bert Jones in Betype Connaught, 
Alan Cottam and. Tom Rose in 


oRramme Is 
racing car 


250F Maseratis, Ray Fielding’s 
Maserati (AGGCM/250F), sev 
ERAs (including those for Pat- 
rick Lindsay, John Venables. 
Llewellyn, Nigel Arnold-Forster 
and. Bill Morris), five Cooper- 
Bristols and a couple of Maserati 
4CLs, 

The 10 lap Itala and Napier 
Trophies race for’ vintage and 
Edwardian racing cars includes 


Peter Morley’s exciting 24-litre 
Bentley Napier, Bugattis for 
Hamish Moffatt, Bernard Kain, 


Geoffrey St John and Richard 
Bergel, Arnoid-Forster's Delage 
La Torpille, and numerous other 
Bentleys, Rileys, Alfas and the 
Uke. 


‘A high speed trial and hand 
cap races complete the pro- 
grame which starts at 1.30 pm. 


Other Clubbies . . . 


© A vast assortment of MGs will 
fe collecting for the MGCC's 
Brands Hatch meeting this Sun. 
day, together with followers of 
the Townsend Thoresen FF and 
Kent Messenger 1 litre salon 
Challenges. The first race starts 
at 2.30pm 

@ The Nottingham SCC will be 
staging their second Croft race 
meeting of the season on Sunday 


and main attraction is a round 
in the increasingly popular 
national Formule Super Vee 
Championship. 
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D i 
Theheartofourbusine~” 


ae 


Nospriers@hneveryounsedd 
the high performer with heart. 


A More British mocorists choose Castrol chan any other oil HIGH PERFORMANGE MOTOR OIL 
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Tim Schenken giv 


the Trojan T103 FI its initial shakedown run at Goodwood last week. 


Trojan’s F1 challenger 


By Doug Nye 


“Well, the transporter’s leaving for Spain on 
Monday, and we're still working to put in 
the lockers and ramps and stowage and tools 
and generally tallor it to take the car. We'r 
getting ahead now though, we're back 
Working 16-hour days. 


‘ment in’ building racing cars Ron Tauranac’s 
jense of proportion is perhaps something 
‘many other folk could learn from. 

Two months ago he and Peter Agg—Chair- 
man of Trojan Ltd—clinched a deal to estab- 
Msh a Trojan-Tauranac Formula 1 racing 
team. Since then Ron has been working with 
mechanics Clive Walton, Preston Anderson 
and Les Rampton to create the new Formula 
V car (ideas for which have been buzzing 


Ron Tauranae, designer (left) and Peter Age 
of Trojan (right). 


around inside his head for some time) and to 
administrate a Grand Prix team into existence. 

In this period Trojan Racing have manu- 
factured parts for the Fl car in the works 
where Ron's Formula 6000 Trojans are put 
together and while the new team's predoml- 
nantly ex-Brabham, ex-Rondel mechanics have 
been assembling the car, Tauranac himself 
has been juggling design details, components 
supply, choosing and buying transport, wend- 
ing his way through customs legislation and 
sorting out the maze of behind-scenes paper- 
work which puts a car on the Grand Prix grid 

‘The new ‘car, the Trojan-Tauranac T103, 
was rolled out at Trojan's Croydon plant on 
cold Easter Monday afternoon. The quartet 
primarily responsible for it were out on their 
feet. Tuesday saw an all-night session to 
complete the car as a runner, and Wednesday 
‘afternoon found Tim Schenken shaking-it 


10 


down in a very satisfactory test session at 
Goodwood. Testing time ran out before hi 
had a chance to try for a fast lap, but 69 

respectable average on a maiden outing 


sic’ Conception for the TI03 stems from 
that period between Tauranac selling Motor 
Racing Developments Lid—the Brabham 
manufacturers—to Bernie Ecclestone late in 
1971, and beginning his association with 
Trojan last year, 

He seemed a man with a great career 
behind him. His Brabham cars had domin- 
ated Formula Junior, Formula 2 and For. 
mula 3 at various times during the sixties, 
and with Jack Brabham and Denny Hulme 
they had won the World Formula 1 Con- 
structors’ Championships in 1966-67. 

While his Formula 1 cars put together 13 
Grand Prix wins, Ron's F2s won no less than 
28 of the 47 major races run under L-litre 
regulations between 1964 and 1966, reaching 
‘a peak in that World title season ‘when the 
works Brabham-Hondas won 12 of the 15 
races held, and private Brabham-Cosworths 
won two of the remainder. That was a happy 
time—" We won so much champagne that 
year, we're still drinkin’ it..." 

In’ the 1600 cc Formula 2 from 1967-71, 
Ron's Brabham designs won 33 of 104 major 
fevents—Jochen Rindt winning the very first 
race of the Formula in a Brabham, and Tim 
‘Schenken winning the very last event—also in 
a Brabham. 

‘Then came Jack Brabham’s retirement and 
the ‘sale of MRD, and 1972-73 has seen 
Tauranac freelancing as a consultant race 
engineer and designer. He helped Trojan 
develop a production McLaren F2 chassis 
into a race-winning Formula 5000 car, and 
from this association came this year's T102 
F5000 and the T103 for Formula 1 

In that “in-between” period Ron had laid 
out a basic concept for a light, simple and 
practical Formula 1 car. He detailed its four 
comers, and had Jack Knight Engineering 
make casting patterns for new uprights in 
Preparation for building a car quickly should 
the necessary backing become available. 

When Trojan Racing required a new 5000 
design, Tauranac took his “contingency plan" 
out of store, and detailed it to accept a 
Chevvy engine. When Peter Age's enthusi- 
astic outlook sparked Grand Prix develop- 
ment, the wheel came full-circle, and the 
Formula 1 design reached its true fruition. 

Im both cases—T102 5000 and T103 For. 


mula 1—the basic chassis configuration, 
Wheelbase, track, suspension, gearbox and 
forward end of the monocoque Itself are 
Identical, 

The different engine and fuel load require 
ment of Formula 1 have provided a longer 
monocoque chassis and shorter engine-to- 
gearbox “bell-housing” in the T103, 

‘The idea was to concentrate fuel load well 
amidships and to produce a car which would 
offer a large development potential and tong 
Mfe to a new and compact team. Its basis 
Isa riveted and bonded NS4. aluminium 
alloy-panelled monocoque chassis. The 42- 
aalion fuel load is in Marston bag tanks 
concentrated around the rear part of the 
cockpit: one bag occupying the box sections 
on either side, and a third beng housed 


‘across the rear of the chassis, behind the 
rear cockpit bulkhead, These’ tanks have 
been made as nearly ‘as possible to 


concentrate thelr mass when full 

In comparison to the T102, the Formula 1 
monocoque has been extended by 4 in be. 
hind the cockpit to accommodate the extra 
fuel bag. Skins in this area are all in regula. 
tion 16-gauge NS4, enclosing mandatory 
deformable crush pads with polyurethane foam 
filling. 


Rear suspension with single top lnk, double 
parallel lower links and twin radius arms. 
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The monocoque is 4 in longer than the T102 to 
cockpit. 


Great care has been taken to allow the 
bags and filler necks some freedom of move- 
ment within the monocoque, to minimise 

k of impact ruptures. 

‘Ahead of the side bags, the monocoque 
pontoons are sealed by Internal aluminium 
diaphragms, and from this point forward the 
ructure 1s skinned in 18-gauge panels which 
taper inwards, elther side of the driver's 
tea: 

Side pontoons in this area are empty, and 
their forward ends are enclosed by steel bulk- 
heads into which front wishbone loads are 
fed, These bulkheads are tied across the car 
by small steel beams, 

‘The foot-box is a very rigid structure, 
completely enclosing the driver's feet and the 
foot pedals in 18-gauge alloy sheet. The box 
Is reinforced fore-and-aft by angle sections, 

1d enclosed at its forward end by an expan: 
sive 10-gauge aluminium sheet bulkhead 
This carries’ the forward front suspension 
pivots on either side, and hydraulic master 
Cylinders on its face, while the steering ri 
is enclosed within this robust box which hi 
been designed to protect Tim's feet in front- 
end impacts, 

Very simple frames extend to carry twin 
glass-Abre radiator pods and airfoil, while the 
Small Serck water radiators are themselvi 
mounted just ahead of the wheels, slightly out. 
rigged on run between 
engine and 
kerve to strengthen the monocoque, and the 
radiators are linked across the car by a high- 
mounted rigid pipe. 

‘AU its rear end, the tub is closed by a 
13-gauge aluminium bulkhead, and steel 
appears only in the top engine mounts, rear 
radius rod pick-ups, and roll-over bar foun- 
dation, 

"The Cosworth V8 engine and Hewland DG 
transaxle are used conventionally as stressed 
chassis members. It’s odd now to recall the 
P83 BRMs and Lotus 49s in which this 
feature was something to shout about! 

While the T102-Chevrolet used a lengthy 
casting between engine and gearbox to achieve 
Its 102-in wheelbase, the extended tub of 
the T103 allows a shorter sandwich piece. 
‘The DG transaxle is common to both designs, 
but unusual in current Formula 1. 

Ron has adopted it in preference to the 
lighter Hewland FG because it is inherently 
Stronger, offers the prospect of less ‘tween- 
face maintenance, has its own integral oil 
Pump (instead of needing one lashed-on be- 
hind) and—with wider shaft centres than 
the FG—it is better-matched to today's large- 
diameter tyres, helping to reduce drive-shaft 
joint angularities. which can become 
extremely marginal with the FG's lower out- 
ut point. 

‘On the debit side, the ‘box has greater 
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accommodate an extra fuel tank behind the 


Internal inertia and so the change tends to 
be. slower, but if i. still operating after 
200 miles when others have fallen apart then 
Tauranac’s reasoning will be vindicated. 

Front and rear suspension systems are com- 
mon to both T102 and T103. Currently used 
at the front are unequal-lengih wishbone: 
with _ progressively-wound  outboard-mount 
Collaprings enclosing Armstrong aluminium bar- 
relled dampers. A full inbos 
rate system has been designed 
it will probably be adopted later in the season 
once the initial and inevitable shake-down 
Problems have been sorted out on the car. 

This system would be fitted in conjunction 
with Inboard front brakes, for which roomy 
bays are available on either side of the foot. 
box. ‘The T102/T103 suspension uprights 
have been designed to house CV joints for 
brake shafts. With outboard brakes as at 
present, a splined centre-plece fits into this 
Upright’ housing. carrying single UNF bolt 
wheel fixing 

Lockheed twin-pot calipers clasp 10.4-in 
diameter x I-in thick ventilated and slotted 
brake discs, and a move to inboard mount 
ings would’ allow this year's generation of 
12:in wheels and tyres to be fitted, should 


Familiar Tauranae nose treatment with un. 
equal length wishbone suspension. 


they prove competitive, 

At the rear, a conventional single top 
link, double parallel lower links and twin 
radius rod system is used. The links pick-up 
on a simple tubular frame bolted across the 
gearbox, and on a neat casting fitted be- 
eath ii, Radius rods pick-up on the outer 
edges of the broad monocoque tub, and are 
Unusual in running virtually parallel to the 
car's centreline. This unusual liniarity offers 
bonuses in simplicity and feeds minimum 
possible loads direct into the strongest part 
of the chassis, bulked-out with deformable 
structures and thick regulation skins, 

There is also plenty of space left available 
to house a simple exhaust system, and on 
the left side of the car its oll tank is slung 
in the space between radius rods and engine; 
putting it “within the structure of the car” 
in its officially defined sense. 

Rear brakes are mounted Inboard, on the 
gearbox cheeks, with Lockheed twin-pot call- 
ers once more, operating on 10.5:in x 
fi-in ventilated and slotted discs. 

‘Acrodynamically, the new T103_ seems 
clean enough but you can't just eyeball these 
things. Ron is not a wind tunnel advocate, 
and simply growls; “You just got to try these 
things on the track, In among other cars, 
and develop from there. 

‘The nose section Is currently formed by 
a kind of kit of interchangeable parts and 13 
Hable to be shuffled around, but it balanc 
‘a fashionably reverse-curved tail. wing 
ing on extended side plates in place of a maze 
of untidy and heavy tubular stays, 

Dimensions will vary, according to nose 
configuration and the rim/offset combinations 
fitted, but basically wheel 
front’ track 61.25 in and re 
Wheels are by Melmag, and are available in 
13:in diameter for the front, with 10-11-in 
wide rims, and 13-in or 15:in rears can be 
fitted, in 17-18-in widths 

‘Trojan-Tauranac has no contractual obli- 
tions to tyre or fuel companies, so have 
the choice of whatever rubber is most com- 
petitive among the range offered to non 
Contracted teams—and that could prove a two- 
‘edged sword. 

‘Outside sponsorship has not been forth- 
coming for the team, but Peter Agg’s Trojan 
‘concern imports and distribut in 
addition to its manufacturing activities, and 
fon its debut the T1O3 reflects some of ‘these 
interests. Trojan deal in Homelite chain- 
saws, mowers etc, and the car carries pro- 
minent decals advertising the fact, while 
Suzuki (GB) is an associate company of Tro- 
jan and their name also features prominently 
gn \the debutante's red “and  white-painted 

‘Tim Schenken makes his welcome return to 
a regular Formula 1 ride with the new team, 
rejoining forces with Tauranac to give it a 
decidely Australian flavour. He drove Frank 
Williams’ De Tomaso i the latter part of the 
1970 season, and three years ago made his 
debut in the number two works Brabham in 


stone until the transmission expired five 
from the end. He scored his frat Champion 
ship point at the Nurburgring, then drove an 
inspired race in Austria to finish third and 
score four more of them! 

He drove for Surtees in 1972, but the 
season yielded only a fifth place in the 
Argentine (first time out), a seventh in 
Canada and fifth in the Race of Champions. 
Last season was largely a dry one without a 
regular Grand Prix ride, but with Formula 
2 and Ferrari sports car’ drives he was very 
‘much in touch. Two years with the Ferraris 
alone yielded wins at Buenos Aires and Nor- 
burgring, sharing with Ronnie Peterson, and 
seconds at Vallelunga and Monza last season. 

Ron Tauranac is happy to have Tim's 
worthwhile experience in the driving seat 
of his new car, and of the project he says: 
“Formula 1 is the best showcase in the world 
for engineering achievement. It’s a compul- 
sive kind of activity, and after you've been 
at the top of the pile it’s hard to cut your- 
self off and leave this kind of racing alone. 
It's nice to be back. . 


" 


The New 
TROJAN 


TAURANAC 


Formula | ear 
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The following companies are proud to be 
associated with the new Trojan-Tauranac 
103. 


DISC BRAKE PADS 


THE WORLD'S FINEST 
RANGE OF 
‘SUSPENSION CONTROL 


Poyle Mill Works, 
nbr ugh. Buck 


JACK KNIGHT (DEV) LTD 


Specialist Jo motor racing 


BUTTS ROAD, WOKING, SURREY 
Tel: Woking 64326/7 


MIKE THE PIPE 
128 Stanley Park Road 
Wallington 
‘Surrey 
Tok: 01-669 1719 
Specialists in the manutecture 


CIRCUIT OF IRELAND 


Curley’s Carrera wins 


By MIKE GREASLEY Photographs by ESLER CRAWFORD 


Folk heroes are few and fat 


(ween in current day rallyi 


England has Roger Clark, Finland 


has Timo Makinen and Hannu Mikkola whilst Stig Blomqvist. Is the man in | Sweden, 
Undoubtedly heroes every one. But not folk heroes in that they have not had pop songs 
written and recorded about their exploits. And have you seen any T-shirts proclaiming “Porky 
for President”? In Ireland there is one man who has all these trappings of popular acclaim, 


but st 
dividen 
ex-Harold Mi 


ingely had been unable to pull off that Big Win. But the persistence finally 
‘over Easter weekend, when with more than a little hel 


from Austin Frazer and the 


y lightweight Porsche Carrera RS, Derry garage owner Cahal Curley finally 
fullilled his ambition—to win the International Circuit of Irel 
Curley, known simply as “CB” in Ireland, and_partne 


ser averaged 54.36 mph over 


the 49 special stages which made up this year’s Benson and Hedges sponsored Circuit. In 


$0 doing Curley took victory by just 


‘Sm from fellow Porsche Carre 
proprietor Ronnie McCartney with Peter Scott. But don’ 


driver a 
Jet this five minute margin fool 


you. In the opening stages, Curley had to fight hard for every second with pressure coming 


hard and stro 


in the form of Billy Coleman/Leo Whyte with the ex-Sclater Escort RS. An 


excursion on the Sunday Killarney Run put Coleman out of contention, but he fought back 


to third overall in an Escort which had all but reverted 


morning finish at Neweastle, Co Down. 


But what of the visitors? At one point, 
RAC Rally Clubman’s Rally winner Brian 
Evans with David Marston in the Express TV 
Services of Malvern Porsche Carrera had 
been fourth, Transmission failure saw their 
creditable effort come to a premature end, 
and the honour of highest placed visitors 
0 to last year’s winners Jack Tordoff/Phil 
‘Short who were fifth in a customers Carrera, 
‘Oh yes, if You want to get ahead on the 
Circuit,” get a Carrera. No less than six 
finished in the top ten, 

Undoubtedly the man to cause most upset 
was young Willum Sparrow having his first 
outing in the DTV Magnum. With Rodney 
Spokes co-driving, Will managed to blow-off 
Irish G1 experts to come 11th in the Vaux- 
hall, being lumped out of the top 10 in the 
closing stages by another visiting hard 
charger, Eric Aaby in his private G2_Ascor 
With nothing better to do over Easter, Aaby 
and co-driver Bjorn Lie led to tackle 
the Circuit. For the Norwegians it was a 
new experience, but one which they mastered 
quickly. At one point they were sixth over- 
all, but a puncture plunged them down the 
classification. As Aaby commented “ some- 
times it is more like a drag race, than a 
rally.” 

The Circuit this year did contain 
cent new stages, one of which w: 
forest and a large number “dirty 
for twisty, narrow and muddy! This was a 
determined effort by clerk of the course 
Malcolm Neill and the organising Ulster AC 
to toughen the rally and reduce the number 
of finishers. However, the number of fin. 
ishers wasn't drastically reduced, a fact 
which can be contributed to the ‘exclusion 
of the rather fragile G5 specials. The 
Circuit attracted well over 50 GI. entries, 
another contributing factor tothe 
comparatively high proportion of 75 crews 
out of 136 starters who completed the 1,200 
mile route. 

‘Although the arrowing was once or twice 
a little indifferent, the organisation was gen- 
erally first class’ with spot-on timing and 
‘no stage cancellations. For any international 
rally this is something to be justifiably 
proud, but when you consider the background 
of political strife under which shadow the 
Circuit is run, and also the current fuel 
crisis it is all the more creditable. The UAC 
had to make a number of concessions to the 
fuel situation, and the planned 1650-mile 
route had to be trimmed by 450 miles at the 
cost of such regular Circuit entertainment as 
the Donegal stages. But this could well have 
been a blessing in. disguise. The organisers 
were determined that there should. be no 
illegal use of pace notes, and the Circuit of 
Dohegal does, of course, allow notes; a 
temptation which would have been too much 
for some. The UAC did not, however, let the 
Pace note matter lie there, and carried out 
at least one thorough search of competing 
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‘component form by the Tuesday 


cars during the rally. It is pleasing to report 
that none of the top competitors were found 
“guilty,” although one crew in the early 
100s was caught. Trouble was the discovered 
notes were apparently for a different event! 

Also in view of the fuel crisis, each com- 
peting car was limited to one official service 
car but, of course, there was no restriction 
in the number of ‘unofficial service vehicles. 
Next year one can expect much more strin: 
ent servicing restrictions ! 

Scrutineering was split into two sessions, 
the first being for Northern crews in Belfasi 
on Thursday, April 11, and the other on 
Friday at Enniskillen from when the. first 
car was due to depart at 18,01. The Belfast 
based teams such as the Lombard. and 
Ulster/R. E. Hamilton outfit” and ‘the 
Chrysler Dealer Team (Ulster) equipe took 
advantage of the early scrutineering sessions. 
Lombard and Ulster were felding two cars, 
mainstay being Adrian Boyd, re-united with 
Beatty Crawford who had’ returned {rom 


racing specification, sporting David Wood 
2itre BDA with fuel injection and a great 
deal of horse power. immaculately presented, 
the Escort unfortunately proved to be too 
much of a racer, and with Watts linkage 
rear suspension was to cause Boyd Crawford 
much head-shaking. Derek Boyd was part 


Cahal Curley/Austin Frazer. A cool, quick drive netted first place. 


nered with Frank Main in the other Lombard 
and Ulster entry, the famed LVX 942J, now 
with a new body shell following a recent 
roll, and Wood BDA. Engine builder Wood 
was himself in Ireland to see that his engines 
ran true to form, and it is worth noting that 
he had more trouble coping with Irish hospi- 
tality than with any engine problems! 

Sampling the delights of Gi_ motoring for 
the first time was Robin Eyre-Maunsell_with 
his Chrysler Dealer Team (Ulster) Hillman 
Avenger GT with 1498cc_ engine, and not 
the latest homologated 1600. As usual, Robin 
had Neil Wilson in the co-driver's seat, the 
Welshman taking a certain amount of ‘stick 
from his driver over his recent “superstar” 
appearance on the TAP. Two similar Aven- 
kers were entered by the Dealer Team for 
John L’Amie/Ernest’ McMillen and. Billy 
Ferguson’ David Gray. Contrary. to what 
was said in Special Stage last week, it 
was not Robin Eyre-Maunsell who rolled’ his 
new charge, but John Gemmell Tain Knox in 
the Maconachies of Kilmarnock Avenger GT. 
The Scotsmen had been quite a. distance 
‘ahead in the class, but a bad yump saw their 
car literally disintegrate, With a bent axle 
and various bits hanging off they were able 
to get going again thanks to assistance fre 
Maunsell’s service crew. But later in pro: 
ceedings they rolled, and the class was 
therefore. firmly handed over to Maunsell/ 
Wilson who only had one very minor excur- 
sion during the event 

Main problems at scrutineering centred 
around the old perennials of laminated 
windscreens and towing eyes, but most 
people managed to meet the demands of the 
Scrut. ‘However, John Patterson /Maxwell 
Horne from Scotland in the Bellway Hold- 
Ings ex-Boyd Escort RS1800 were thrown out 
with ‘glassfibre doors and perspex. windows. 
Somehow they managed to rebuild the car 
to G2 specification. in time for the start. 

The start itself was some way outside 
Enniskillen at the Manor House Hotel where 
crews and cars had to report two hours 
before the off. Naturally first off the ramp 
were Tordoff ‘Short who had managed to find 
2 replacement for the Ziebart Carrera written 
‘Off On the Firestone. This was one of Jack's 
customers Carrera's sin completely standard 
trim, even down to no roll cage and limited 
slip ‘differential, Boyd /Crawford and. Curley 
Frazer followed, the latter being the ex: 
Morley Porsche with which CB was delighted. 
CB went as far as saying that it was the best 
car he had ever driven, the most impressive 
feature being the tremendous braking 

Millstreet's Billy Coleman and Leo Whyte 

wed In the ex-Sclater Escort RS with 
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The Coleman/Whyte Escort RS. Slightly crumple 


Borcham 2-litre BDA and ZF 5-speed_ gear 
box. Coleman had expected to use a brand. 
new Soreham car, but. when he discovered 
this wasn't ready he fitted new engine and 
gearbox Into the old Sclater shell. A 
Were Ronnie McCartney/Peter Scott in 
same yellow Carrera RS which they used 
on the Firestone, followed by Aaby/Lie in 
thelr 185 bhp G2’ Ascona. 

Rounding off the top 10 were David Lind 
say/Duffy Cunningham in the smart Northern 
Excavators-Lindsay Cars. Rally Team Escort 
RS1600, John Keating/Nicholas Condon in 
fan 1866cc Escort RS, David Agnew and 
Robert Harkness in a BMW 002TH with 
1998 cc G2 power, and finally Lindsay team 
mates Sean’ Campbell/Brendan McConville 
in thet Escort RS1600. 

Besides the battle for outright victory 
the pundits were predicting action aplenty 
among the Gl. classes, particularly in the 
direction of Russell Brookes and 
Cotter. Brookes originally intende 
ina newly homologated RS20 
Brown, but as it was he tur in bis 
old faithful Brooklyn Mexico with Stuart 
Grey. Cotter, who. was second last year in 
a G2 BMW, did have a new RS2000 with 
Mike Healey. co-driving. Cotter was shocked 
to say the least at the speed of Brooke 
exclaiming at one stage that the English: 
man apparently took every blind brow 
flat-out! But with time-consuming excursions 
for the Brooklyn Mexico and 5m of road 
penalties for Cotter/Healey, it was left t 
Bertie Fisher/Tony Anderson in _ their 
RS2000 to sneak up and snatch victory in 
this class, 

However, the large-engined Gl category 
never appeared in doubt, and the Sparrow 
Spokes Gl DTV. Vauxhall steamed away 
into the distance. A newly homologated 
exhaust emission kit allows recirculation of 
exhaust gases, a wilder camshaft and free 
flow manifold pushing the Gl 2.3-litre engine 
output up from 128 to 147 bhp. More than 
enough to take overall G1 honours, 

Crews from “aver the water" were pre. 
sent in quite respectable numbers, and there 
was even a fair sprinkling of continentals 
to add some more colour. Notably from 
France came Phillipe Farjon/Jacques Jouvin 
inan. 1800 cc Alpine-Renault, Francis Gour- 
reau/Michael Rousseau in a’ Daf Marathon 
which seemed to. spend most of its time 
of the road, and ladies Anne Marie 
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“put otherwise working, 


still finished. Backing up the A 


indecently quick G2 


the demise of Alec 
‘ex-Mehta RAC 
‘vil-smelling bog 


one-mile dash 


brings niggling problems, 


‘wouldn't pick up fuel unless there 


BMW-Surbiton 
Mullaghmeen, 

The first stages weren’t at all 
Carlisle was 


hobbling’to finish with differential failure 
Penthouse GI 


black and go 


f the police ! However 


‘and his service crew managed 


to get the BMW mobile again. The diff pro 
ceeded to make’ terrible ‘and 
Rrowling noises until Killarney. when Ward 
Gecided to retire after bending a front cross: 
member, the engine consequently suffering @ 
bad attack of dropsy 

Following the 4.28-mile Mullaghmeen stage 
there was a very long and slackly. timed 

(3 section—in. deference to the 50 mph 

road average speeds were calculated 
at 25 mph—over the border into the South 
and then via Sligo to Ladies Brae, an eight 
miler of which 30 per cent. was loose. The 
relaxed road section allowed competitors. to 
take up to 2h for an evening meal in 
Sligo, where originally the organisers had 
planned an hour's halt 

Obviously it was going to be a long hard 
night before breakfast at Galway. Up front 
Curley, Coleman and Boyd were slugging it 
out, although the latter was becoming. mor 
and more disenchanted with the car and 
or the stages, Most were very narrow, twisty, 
slippery affairs and the majority included 
loose surfaces, particularly the mile 
Belville which was 85 per cent loose. The 
Watts linkage rear suspension on Boyd's car 
was in effect offering too much grip, and 
Adrian was finding it extremely difficult to 
Set up the Escort for comers in the approved 
Boyd style. Then on top of it all the rear 
Drakes weren't operating near. efficiently, 
and the throttle was sticking and he had lost 
3m on the third stage when the throttle 
linkage broke. No wonder Beatty Crawford 
was shaking his head whenever the Escort 
came to a service poim! 

Tn contrast the Carreras appeared to be 
running like the proverbial clockwork trains, 
Tordof's car was giving one problem, it was 
so quiet that spectators couldn't hear him 
coming. These Carreras pose a very real 
threat to rally reporting, «as nothing seems 
to go Wrong. And if nothing goes wrong, 
there is nothing to write about! 

By the early hours of Saturday, the Circuit 
had’ already claimed one front-runner, the 
luckless Sean Campbell with broken timing 
Rear. Other retirements included John Price 
Brian Brophy in the former's immaculate and 
unusual G2 Renai 'S which blew a head 
Basket, and. Tommy  McAloon/Edward 
Winters in the ex-McCartney RS1600, entered 
by ‘Tunneys Ford Motors, Trillick. A drive- 
shaft had broken, but they tried their hands 
at the unofficial Killarney Sunday Run and 
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took the trophy. Price/Brophy also went out 
‘on the Sunday, but a repeat of the head 
Basket failure set the seal on a frustrating 
weekend. 

‘With only 15 m maximum lateness, crews 
couldn't afford to hang about and at times 
the slightest problem meant road penalties 
0s for every minute late). Aaby/Lie had 
already dropped Im on the road, and 
had to borrow rear brake drums from the 
retired GI Ascona of Scots an Wilson/ 
Peter Anderson who earlier had been battling 
‘with a sticking throttle. Frenchmen Farjon/ 
Jouvin also had problems, and a broken 
driveshaft, plus its subsequent replacement, 
meant they were just 59 5 from being OTL. 
‘They had also received a 2m penalty for 
exceeding the 40 mph average, and Castrol’s 
French-speaking Eric Silberman had his work 
cut out explaining the whys and wherefores of 
werage speeds and lateness on rallies in the 
British Is 

By breakfast at Galway, Curley had opened 
out a lead of just under Im from hard- 
charging Coleman, this pair being well ahead 
of McCartney/Scott and David Agnew who 
‘Once again was showing considerable talent. 
Fifth spot was held by Lindsay/Cunningham 
who ‘were something like 10s ahead of 
Tordoff/Short. Boyd at this point was well 
‘out of the hunt, and unofficial estimates put 
him as low as’ 15th. Brother Derek wasn't 
that far behind in an unofficial 18th, but 
whereas Adrian had trouble with too ‘many 
horses under the bonnet, Derek had big pro- 
biems with two real live horses which he 
‘and Frank Main had chased for a mile along 
fone stage. One car which was causing con- 
siderable attention from the younger element 
was the Roger Davies/Derek Tucker Escort 
RS, sponsored by Louis Marx & Co Ltd. Why 
all the Interest? The sponsors make a Lone 
Ranger cowboy toy, and with ample samples 
‘on hand the "HicHo Silver" Escort was a 
natural target. 

‘Only five stages remained before Killarney 
and the overnight stop, and with most crews 
wanting nothing more than a good rest there 
were to be no real fireworks during this 
Saturday morning section. Weather conditions 
were perfect, and enthusiastic crowds lined 
most stages. However, Killarney was un- 
doubtedly the place to be over Easter week- 
end. The town was literally bursting at the 
seams by the time the cars started arriving 
from 14.00 at the overnight parc ferme. But 
despite the comparatively short run, a number 
of ‘crews were still experiencing trouble. 
Farjon/Jouvin had a puncture in their Alpi 
and were very worried about the car wearing 

/. Sparrow/Spokes were upset after some 
baulking on the nine-mile Sugar Hill stage, 
Geoff Shepherd/" Harry" in their Alpine 
Were reported to be having engine problems, 
while Derek McMahon and Starrit Graham 
were having engine problems with their Gl 
Avenger GT with latest 1600ce engine. It 
was big D's" first outing in the Avenger, 
and he was more than a little disgrunted 
with the lack of power. 

Positions at Killarney wer 


9, Forde/Phelan, 28m 21's. 


10, “Sparrow? 
29m 13's. Just more than'1 m behind 
the flying Sparrow. (!) was an equally 
determined Boyd who was gradually” getting 
the Lombard and" Ulster Escort sorted, and 
Promising fireworks on the famed Killarney 
Sunday run. 

This year’s Sunday run consisted of 11 
stages, most of them Irish classics with such 
heart-stoppers as 12 miles of Moll's Gap, 
the I2-mile Lough Caragh, the picturesque 
and treacherous Slea Head and, to round of 
Proceedings before the return to Killarney, 
Almost six miles of Conor Pass. It was going 
fo be a long hard day as the first car left 
at 07.01 in perfect conditions. Right. from 
the siart ex-racing driver Brian Nelson in 
his G2 BMW 2002" had been locking forward 
to the Sunday run. Co-driver Drexel Killes- 
pie was to be in for some ride. This was 
Brian's first major rally, after having caught 
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the “bug” on last year’s Circuit when he 
drove a course car. By the time the event 
reached Killarney for the first time he was 
15th overall. A broken engine mounting and 
various dramas later he was placed seventh 
in the final classification. And talking about 
entering the Manx! 

It was the dramatic, yumpy Moll’s Gap 
which got rid of any hangovers on the Sunday 
morning. It was now or never for Coleman, 
apd just to prove he meant business the 
Milistreet farmer set fastest on Moll's Gap 
and took three more BTDs during the day. 
Curley took three stages, as did Boyd whose 
Escort was now suffering fuel problems. The 
BDA engine would intermittently go onto 
three cylinders mid-way through stages, dirty 
fuel being suspected. However, Coleman's 
hard driving came to naught on stage 25, 
‘Slea Head, when on the first right hander 
the Escort slid-off the road and. the crew 
fost at least 6 m. Sufficient to drop them to 
third behind the consistent McCartney/Scott 
and leaving Curley/Frazer in a fairly safe 
first place, some seven minutes ahead, 

Coleman's Escort was now in a bit of a 


Malcolm Neill opened the co-driver's door to 
carry out a pace note check, the shell Mterally 
caved-int 


had cracked @ wheel rim on Lough Caragh, 
and then on the road section ground to a 
halt with broken driveshaft coupling. Lough 
Caragh gave a lot of people a considerable 
‘amount of aggravation, and amongst the large 
fumbers to have punctures were Forde/ 
Phelan, Ward/McNally and Charlie Wood/ 
Keith Brennan (Normans of Slough/Competi- 
tion Car Avenger GT). Spins were aplenty. 
and Ron Neely/Roy Kernaghan managed to 
revolve their Avenger on three separate 
‘ocoasions. Ir was also on Lough Caragh that 
Gemmell/Knox handed the class to. Eyre- 
Maunsell when they went off, to emerge 
again with binding brakes, bent axle and 
'@ boot tid which would not shut. 

‘The Killarney run does bring out the best 
in competitors, and after a perfect day's rally- 
ing those left in—or for that matter those 
left out—were in the mood to celebrate every- 
thing and nothing. The Circuit is big business 
im Killarney, and the traders therefore happily 
club together to provide a generous special 
frise, fund for, the best performances. over 
the Killarney stages. A special prizegiving 
ie arranged ai a suitably Ine hour on Monday 
defore the re-start. After all what Is afew 
trophies when one considers that last year 
during the rally one hotel was said to have 
taken more than £15,000 in bar takings alone. 

Alter Killarney 22 stages remained, some 
of which were to be the hardest and most 
demanding of the whole event. With a com- 
fortable leading margin, Curley could afford 
to ease off somewhat, But behind there could 
be no respit 


$0 anything could 
happen. And happen it did. Only five stages 
from Killarney, David Lindsay/Dufty Cunnit 
ham were out ‘of the running when they went 
road in their Escort—on the previous 
brother Nick with David Sanford co- 
driving had rolled his Escort 
‘The six stages before supper at Kilkenney 
were causing no end of problems, even to the 
clockwork-like Porches. The  Tordoff/Short 
example had boiled its brake fluid on the 18 
mile Moan Vaun, and even Curley was look- 
ing a bit hor and sweaty after this one. 
Porschemen Forde/Phelan also ran out of 
brakes whilst Brookes/Grey clobbered a 
ridge, modifying the rear off-side wing of the 
‘Mexico. The Shepherd/~ Harry” Alpine came 
to a premature stop on the 18 miler with 
rod through the side, whilst the Farjo example 
had already departed the fray with a smashed 
petrol terminal. This left only one Alpine, 
that of ladies Pedelahore/Minier who were 
still plodding on without service and behind 
ladies award winners Sue  Sinclair/Phyllis 
‘Thompson in the TRV Rentals Opel Ascona. 
On the Opel front, Aaby/Lie had dropped 
‘out of the top 10 after losing 7m through 
@ puncture, Fellow Norwegians Haugland/ 


Antonsen were still well ahead in their class 
with a Skoda which was giving little trouble, 
although the rear suspension was coming in 
for regular scrutiny. 

Before supper, Coleman had fost more 
time when he had a rear tyre go down and 
had to struggle for seven miles, And so it 
went on through a beautifully clear night, 
‘There were lucky escapes and excursions 
aplenty amongst the lower numbers, but the 
leader’ board remained stable. The leading 
class contenders were also travelling without 
too many dramas, although Eyre-Maunsell/ 
Wilson bad a lucky escape in their Avenger. 
‘They arrived at the end of one stage with 
broken throttle cable spindle and their service 
‘crew out of sight, Robert McBurney/Norman 
‘Smith shot off in their VW Passat and found 
the mechanics, The Avenger lost 2 m on the 
roads, whilst the Passat was having its own 
troubies with broken rear trailing arm, 

‘However, history was made on Tuesday 
morning when in the early hours, not one but 
six crews managed to clean the infamous 
16-41 miles Sally Gap. ‘This stage with ite 
sweeping corners featureless lands 
has been “on for some time, but always 
weather has been diabolical. This time condi- 
tions were just right, and Sally Gap will 
never be quite the same ever again. 

‘With dawn and the crossing back Into the 
North, the Circuit was drawing to a close. 
It had been a tough night, and one could 
have been forgiven for chinking that the major 
dramas were over. But, that dsn't what rally- 
Ing is about. Coleman’ was still trying with 
is gradually disintegrating Escort, and above 
the dawn chorus you could hear’ his Escort 
howling and screaming around comers In an 
‘attempt to make up for delays. But he had to 
be content with third overall, particularly 
‘when his gearbox lost reverse and the dash- 
board fell out, knocking off the internal 
‘master switch. 

Boyd/Crawford were fourth in an Escort 
which was still not right. And on Tuesday 
morning, a manifold gasket started to go, and 
‘after one vicious yump the cross member 
‘wrapped itself round the steering rack, leav- 


ing the Boyder with no left lock and sitti 
ina ditch. Somehow he managed to get 
the stage, and his service crew could only 
free the rack by cutting out a section of the 
crossmember. What one might call an event~ 
ful rally. However, at least they were able 
to make it 


to the finish, The unfortunat 
wea certain 
‘slip away when thelr BMW left 
the road after a rear Bilstein shock absorber 
had apparently exploded. Agnew had been in 
suspension trouble for much of the first part 
of the rally, and during the Killarney Run 
had replaced the racing system with a rally 
set-up. 

‘The sting in the Circuit's tail was the very 
last stage, a 3.97 mile forestry section on 
the outskirts of Newcastle with the finish just 
200 yards from pare ferme. Televised live by 
BBC and with thousands of spectators it was 
@ devilish way to finish a rally. A number of 
crews went off into 1 
‘the least of which were 
the Mexico no good at all, 
whose Skoda hada brush with t 
‘These two were thankful that the finish was 
such a short—downhill—distance away, as 
‘were Joe Pat O’Kane/Tommy Tennant whose 
Carrera collected something very solid and 
crossed the finish line iiterally on three 
wheel 

The Cahal Curley/Austin Frazer camp was 
justifiably ecstatic at the Derry man's victory. 
‘CB had driven a first-class rally, maintaining, 
his cool whilst all those about him lost theirs. 
It was a victory well worth waiting for on an 
‘excellent Circuit. Next year the ors 
intend to make it even tough 
Malcolm Neill's iast year as Clerk of the 

‘certainly expect something. 
GenERAL classipicaTion 
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L&G Fire Protection Company Limited 
would like to congratulate 


Simon Watson 


on winning class ‘D’ in the Triplex championship on Easter Sunday at 
Snetterton and on Easter Monday at Brands Hatch driving the L&G Sunbeam Sport 


L&G supply lightweight 2.5 KG dry powder For all enquiries and advice contact : 
extinguishers to meet the requirements of L&G Fire Appliances Company Limited, 
the RAC/FIA. Motor Sport Division, 
Each extinguisher supplied complete with Caxton Street North, 
bracket at £9.90 including VAT. Please quote London E16. 
part No MR.25. Telephone 01-476 3991/10. 
NEWCASTLE” BELFAST COLCNESTER BRISTOL " OXFORD . WAKEFIELD - WISBECH 


L.&G and Simon Watson would also like to thank Greetham Engineering of Coventry for their recent assistance. 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


New style for 1000 Lakes-— tighter 
special stages over rougher route 


and Swedish 
Eklund and Jons: 


Due to the Finnish “ energy con. 
servation campaign” the 1000 
Lakes this year” will have a 
shortened route. of just over 
1000 km with 40 per cent of 
that total in stages. The famous 
fast. yumping roads of the 
stages are changed to an ex- 
tent ‘with. smaller and. nar. 
rower private stage roads rougher 
on the car and (according to the 
cable) safer for the competitors 

This year the cars will be set 
off at im intervals (instead of 
2m) and the first leg will be a 
short night of stages with the 
Second leg (re-seeded at restart) 


with Blomqvist 


be published until July inen and Mikkola with a 


known at the momen 
when recceing the route 


so far being a two-car team from 
Simea France for 

ard Fiorientino and Pauli 
nen. One hundred member 


drivers Bern 


tering a plane t said he is definitely 


usual — Finnish 


Dieppe Rally route 


A French event worth consider 
ing for British private competi- 
tors Is the Sth Dieppe Rall 

organised by Ghent MC and to 
be held over the weekend of 
May 25/26th, ‘The rally will 
Consist of three loops of a 100 km 
circult interspersed with tests 
In the form of hillelimbs, slaloms 
etc. A feature of the event 
Isa special slalom on the sea- 
front in Dieppe. After the rally 
there Is a bib and tucker dinner 
and reception at the Casino, 
Entry fee works out to. be 
around £17 and. accommodation 
for one night (Sunday) is all 
that is really necessary. Further 
details can be obtained from 
Antoine Lurot at 01-584 6221 


Good times on 
the Tulip 


Ten British tlmekeepers _ will 
be in action on the Tulip Rally 
including Tony McMahon, Derek 
Smith and son, Anthony and 
Dave Bullock, Good times ahead 
for British competitors on the 
rally? 

© The 1974 Welsh Rally Cham. 
pionship finally gets under way 
this weekend when Port Tal: 
bot MC run their Virgo Galaxy 
event which starts and finishes 
at Liampeter, 

The entry list of 100 was not 
full when we went to press and 
with ‘the close proximity of the 
Welsh Rally few of the recog- 
ised stars have entered. How- 
ever Ted Cowell, Erle Davies 
and John Bloxham are among 
the field che latter giving his 
Dolomite its first outing. 

Very few organisers have Inti 
mated to the rally championship 
Secretary whether they are. run. 
ning their events or not and the 

jes, to the end of July, is as 
follows: May 18/19th, "J. J. 
Brown Memorial (Caerns & 
Anglesey MC); June 28/29th, 
Wye (Brecon MC); July 6/7th, 
Eagle (North) (Newton & Dist 
AC); Central Tyres (South) (Car- 
marthen MC); July 20/2ist, 
Nutcracker (Aberdare MC). 
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an Nelson made 


the cireuit—and id seventh overa 


Wiggins Teape 
support Heggie 


The ex-Roger Clark Escort (LVX 

) of Donald Heggie and 
rge Dean will be sponsored 
and entered for the Welsh. Rally 
by IDEM—Wigg! ine Carbon. 


less Papers Division; as they were 
the RAC Rally. The car has 
been extensively cebuilt over the 
winter and is complete with new 


front end and five speed ZF ges 

bux. Wiggins Teape’s involvement 
th the car is especially related 
he Welsh Rally 

on of carbonless papers hax. & 

manufacturing fan indus: 

rial estate near Cardiff. and a 

ead office in the city. The car 


Fas been entered privately for 
Scottish and support for th 
entry is currently being sought 


Devils own 


Devils Own, Rally expect 
ave clean’ sheets from. the 
ng crews and for the results 
to be decided upon performances 
in three selectives. The route will 
be given out in three stages, at 
the start with 10 minutes’ notice 
tthe first petrol halt with five 
minutes’ notice and the rest of 
the route will be given out as 
each car leaves the final halt. A 
review will appear next week, It 
isthe first event in the MN/ 
Weber road rally championship 


Aberdeen Stages 


Originally billed as a “short fun 
event this weekend's Aberdeen 
Stages Rally, run by Aberdeen 
and District MC, has turned out 
> be almost another Granite 
City ‘with the organisers turning 
entries away by the score. Over 
108 firm entries were received 
but 80 will start from. Stone: 
havens Swimming Pool Car 
Park at noon. Total mileage will 
be 90 with 56 miles on the public 
road. 

Pole position goes to Andrew 
Cowan/Ross Findlay in the SMT 
Magnum, followed by Lothian 
Sports Cars RS for Willie Craw- 
ford. ‘Third is Bob Watson in 
another Escort. 

‘Andrew Smith gives his new 
Davrian its first airing at num- 
ber 4 while other top runners 
are Ian Milne, RS; lan Wilson, 
GP Ascona; Amel, Escort 
Brian Coyle, Stilletto; "Arthur 
Jasper, Escort; Charles’ Samson, 
Viva; Jim Robson, Mini Clubman 
and Ken Wood in a new Dolo: 
faite Spri 

Originally the organisers were 
cepting 60 entries but upped 
is to 80 after the great tes: 
ponse 

The stages include some of 
Scotland's best — consisting two 
each in Fetteresso, Drumtochty 
and Durris and one each in 
Blackhall and  Glentannar, all 
within a few miles of each other. 
Finish is wt Netherley House 
Hotel near Stonehaven on late 
Saturday afternoon. 
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Special stage 


Chris Sclater to drive 
new Datsun rally car 


Chris Selater and Datsun 
Bagshot testing late last year 


Chris Sclater last week signed a 
contract to drive for Datsun GB 


for the remainder of this year 
with planned events Including the 
Welsh, Scottish, Manx, RAC Rally 
and three of four RAC national 
rounds. At fiest the car to be 
sed will be the ex-Kallstrom TAP 
car, a 2602, for both the Welsh 
(Martin Holmes co-driving) and 
Scottish (Datsun’s Mike 
feasley co-driving). Arriving on 
10 will be the first Datsun 

1603 SSS Violet. This will be ¢ 
first such car planned for rally 
competition and Datsun GB. will 
be developing the car with 
the Ford National Indoor Rally 
permanently to the vehicle, The 
Violet will be in four-door form 
with, 1800 ce double overhead 
camshaft engine giving, on car: 
buretters, around 205 bhp. The 


has a five speed gearbox and 


Mike Greasley 


took apprehensive during 


the rear axle is that of the 2602. 
Homologation is expected by July 
Land the cat's first appearance is 
ikely to be the RAC. qualifier, 
the Jim Clark Memorial. Henry 
Liddon’s services have been 
acquired for tha Manx. 

The car will appear under the 
banner of “ Datsun Dealers ” (not 
Dealer Team Datsun) with distri- 
butors names used on the car 
relative to the area of the 1 

forms ‘of publicity are 
including Datsun forums 
f signwriting will appear 
cars (apart from tyre 
‘Datsun's 
policy now. By the time of the 
RAC Rally it is hoped to field 
three or four cars, all 160) SS 
There is also a possibility that 
Chris Sclater may be driving 0 
the 1000 Lakes for Datsun (see 
separate story), 


on. the 
manufacturers) as is 


Scots lead rally 
Ford National Indoor Rally 


The final final, so to speak, of 
the Ford National Indoor Rally 
Championship takes place tonight 
in London. At the time of going 
to press four of the nine final 

had been held and Scotsmen were 
in the lead last weekend in both 
drivers and navigators categories. 
Gordon Hastie of Glasgow was 


leading on 124 points with John 
Brown second’ also on 124 
(farthest cleanest basis). Third 


was Adrian Prince on 114 points. 
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series 
Championship 


In the drivers section another 
Scotsman, John Butson, was 
leading with-107 points from D. 
Pearce (97) and C. Morton (93). 


© All clubs should have nomin- 
ated their competitors for the 
finals well before Easter but 
many have been nominated late 
and the finals are already jammed 
full, so there may be, regretably, 
many late competitors making a 
wasted journey. 


ROUND 1 


This Saturday at the early time 


of 07.30 hours car one—the 
Adrian’ Boyd/John Davenport 
Escort—will leave the start of 
the Bass Charrington Tour of 
Lines Rall 
Castrol/A\ 

Original 


been brought forward due to the 
25 mph average speed. Start 
venue is at Hartford Motors, 
Grimsby. Lunch halt will be at 
the Golf Hotel, Woodhal 
and the finish ‘will be at 
umber Royal Hotel, Grimsby. 
Spectator’ information will be 
nd. tune 
umes. Ui 
fortunately a special stage 
cannot be included here. The 
23 competitive 
sections totalling 50 miles. They 
will be a mixture of surfaces 
from all tar and conerete to 
various types of loose—mostly 
gravelly roads. There should be 
no muddy heavy going, 
‘The entry for thi 


iest_ round 


(also round two of the BTRDA 


‘onsequently Castrol/“AUTOSPORT” 
fare included in a 
—the events 
1. 27-08 Bass Charrington Tour of Lincs (N) Lincolnshire 
‘AC and Louth MC 
2. 10/1208 Eram'"Castrot International Welsh (INT) SWAC 
ally 
3. 18/19-05 Mintex Dales Rally (N)_De Lacy MC of Pontefract 
4. 21/23-06 Circuit of Donegal (INT) Donegal Mc 
5. 27/07 Welsh Border Stages Rally (R). Welsh Border CC 
6 31-08 Burmah Rally (N) Lanarkshire CC 
7. 13/1409 Castrol Manx Trophy Rally (INT) Manx Auto Sport 
8 21:09 Armstrong Forest Rally (N) York MC 
81340 Tavern’ Woolbridge Rally (N) ‘Tavern MC 
10. 26:10 Castrol Timpson Rally (N) Wolverhampton and 
5. Statls Cc 
1 301} Sour West Stages (A) Exotor MC 
12, 28-12 Castrol Tour of Eppynt (R) Port Talbot MC 


Tour of Lincs 
top entries 


1, Adrian Boyd/J. Davenport 
(Escort RS); 2, J. Tordoff/P. Short 
(Porsche Carrera); 3, P. Faulkner/ 
M, Peters (Escort RS); 4, J. Rae/ 
M. Malcolm (Escort RS); 5, R. 
Brookes/J. Brown (Escort RS); 6, 


hall Viva): 7, °R, 
(Escort RS); 8, P. Clarke/H, Scott 
(Escort RS); 9, T. Drummond/C. 
Gray (Escort RS); 10, J. Churchili/ 
R. Jones (Escort RS); 11, P. Ryan/ 
J. Platt (Mini); 12, R. Platt/T. 
Seal (Capri); 13, R._ Mullenger/ 
T. Thorne (Escort RS); 14, G. 
Hil/M. Holmes (Firenza); 15, R. 
Fidier/C. Malkin (Avenger); 16, 
A. Dawson/R. Saunders (Avenger); 
17, R. Clift/J. Coles (Escort RS); 
18, D, Bell/D. Nelson (Escort 
RS); 19, A, Allard/T. Lawmon 
(Escort); 20, R, Badham/A. N. 
Other (Avenger); 21, B. Chapman/ 
A. N. Other (Escort RS); 22, L. 
Richards/A. N, Other (Escort RS 


23, G. “Forbes/I. Anderson 
(irenza); 24, J.” Churchill/J 
Taylor (Mexico); 25, Miss J. 
Robinson/Miss H._Tidbury 


(Escort RS); 26, D._ Thompson/ 
M. Isley (Firenza); 27, Miss L. 
Jackson/Miss P. Gullick (Escort 
RS); 28, R, Wooldridge/D. Spence 
(Escort’ TC); 29, P. Smith/M. 
Sones (Alpine Renault); 30, M, 
Ranger/J. Martin (Sunbeam imp); 
31, G. Lepley/M, Harwey (Escort 
RS); 32, Mrs J. Denton/Miss S. 
Baker (Flat 128); 33, T. Bartlett/ 
R. Wilcox (Escort); 34, J. Daker/ 
G. Handley (Escort RS); 35, B. 
Bell/M. Ranby (Escort RS);" 36, 
M. Jackson/I. Maxey (Escort RS); 
37, B.Banning/R. Parrott 
(Avenger); 38, M. Wise/R. Palmer 
(Escort RS); 39, B. Waterhouse/ 
K. O'Dell (Lancia Fulvia); 40, J. 
Rhodes/D. Pease (Escort) 


“News and Star’ Derwent 


Third round of the BTRDA 
Gold Star Championship will be 
the News and Star Derwent on 
Sunday. Round two of the 
championship is the Tour of Lines 
on. Saturday. 

‘The Derwent will start at 
09.00 hours from the Westland 
Hotel, Workington. Start and 


finish MR: §2/162610. Three 
special stages will be in forestry 
land including Wythop. Top 
entries are: 1, John Ellis 
(RS1600); 2, Graham Lepley 
(RS1600); 3, Mike Gilligan 
(RS1600); 4, ‘John Steed “(Mini- 
Cooper S); "5, Richard Jackson 
(Datsun 2402). 
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OURS 


IT’S A SELL OUT 


Every seat has been booked on our three departures to Madrid tomorrow and also for the 
one-day visit on Sunday. It is the same story for the Belgian GP on May 12—all seats taken. 
And it will soon be the same for Monaco—but at this moment we can still offer seats, beds 


and tickets. 


MONACO G.P. 


Hovercraft/coach itineraries 
MR.9, 10, 11 


There are a few seats left on each of these 
economical departures. Prices from as low 
as £29, 


Wednesday to Monday air flights 


MR.14 


A few seats are available from Gatwick. The 
first aircraft from Luton has been fully booked 
for a long time but there are one or two left 
‘on the second aircraft. We can still offer beds 
in Monaco and best grandstand seats with 
these departures. Prices from £55. 


Friday to Monday weekends 


MR.15 


Just the odd seat free as we go to press from 
both Luton and Gatwick. The situation will 
change rapidly in the next few days. Bookings 
continue to be received and there is no doubt 
we shall soon read a “wait list’’ only situation. 
Hurry to be sure. Prices from £49. 


One day visit 
MRAZ 


Our Luton departure is fully booked and “wait 
list” only now. But we do have seats on an 
extra flight from Gatwick. Grandstand seats 
are available. £29. 


Note : The above prices for departures by air 
are subject to a fuel surcharge. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on Leicester (0533) 51211 
or use the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 
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Purely personal 


“The safety 
facilities around 
the track are 
non-existent but 
no one seems 
terribly worried. By 
peroe eres 
makes a mockery 
of everything the 
GPDA stands for.’ 


a 
— 


By CHRIS WITTY 


‘Amid all the ballyhoo and pre-race publicity, 
the national series for Formula Atlantic is 
now well and truly upon us. For Formula 3, 
once the very definite in formula, it has been 
a very sad start to their British season and 
having witnessed a very burnt offering at 
Oulton Park on Good Friday, one has to ad- 
mit that if the current F3 is going to improve 
at all, itl take far far longer than it did back 
in 1971 when you may remember we had 
just four cars ai the first meeting at Mallory 
Park. 

With the inevitable cancellation of the F3 
race at Pau this year, it confirms the attitude 
felt towards F3 by the French. However, in 
Italy, a recent issue of Autosprint saw a 
field’ of around 30 cars. That in itself will 
surely guarantee a healthy entry for the 
Monaco’ F3 race, although it looks at this 
stage like being pretty. much an Italian 
clubbie. 

The sad state of affairs regarding the once 
mighty F3 can only be reflected insofar as 
SuperVee races, in this country too, have 
larger fields, and I'm in no way being detri 
mental to John Morrison and his followers. 1 
ean only echo the words of someone like 
Morrison who makes his racing pay and 
enjoys doing 80. 

‘There again, it's all been said before in 
‘one way of another. We sit back and play 
Formula 5000 off against Formula 2. Now 
We're doing it with F3 and Atlantic. It's a 
pity really because at least F3 was really a 
truly international formula, capable of throw- 
ing up really brilliant drivers. To ask Atlantic 
to-do the same is virtually asking the impos. 
sible, I's a form of racing segregation. Do we 
really want to cut ourselves off from Europe? 
What good Is it having our young drivers 
droning. endlessly around. Brands, - Mallory, 
et al. It’s Pau, Nurburgring, Monza, Mont 
juich and Clermont where they ought to be 
racing, and against the French, German and 
Italians. 


Playing fair 


During my bilef term of employment at Team 
‘Surtees assisting on their F2 programme for 
this coming year, I did go to Hockenheim 
to bear witness to the Hans-Joachim Stuck 
‘Show. Last year it was a similar demonstra- 
tion from a certain Jean-Pierre Jarier. One 
thing which did puzzle me on arrival was 
the rear wing positions on both the works 
Marches and all four Alpines. We were under 
the Impression that the ruling passed during 
the winter by the FIA stipulated that the 
rear wing position on Fl, F5000 and F2 cars 
was to be no more than ‘one metre from the 
centre line of the rear wheels. When the FIA 
book was consulted, this ruling was worded 

‘such a way that it did apply to FI but not 
F2 it seemed. Since then, I heard a story 
which mentioned that all’ constructors had 
agreed to comply to the regulations, even if it 
wasn't worded particularly explicitly. All 
Twill say is that although Stuck was nearly 
3s quicker than anyone else, the aerody- 
namics of the new car balance it so well, that 
5 soon as the nose starts to crack (as shown 
by Depailler in the race), it makes the car 
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pretty well undriveable. Therefore, if they 
Brought the wing forward to what might have 
applied once(!), their tremendous superiority 
‘might not be quite so much. 


Support Noel 


It really riles me when 1 hear some of the 
comments made about BBC Radio 1 DJ Noel 
Edmonds and his “professional” entry into 
motor racing at Snetlerton over Easter in the 
Motorcraft Gl Cortina. All the other com- 
petitors seemed to give him the cold shoulder, 
‘Obviously wary (and possibly bitter) about 
this radio personality’s immaculately run team. 
T heard one driver complain about his driving 
tactics as if he were a regular competitor, 
not a newcomer anxious to help the sport in 
the best way he could. For me, Noel drove a 
fair race. His attitude before the race reflected 
just how serious he is about his motor sport 
and that can only be good for us. There are 
a few other DJs who would have camped 
about and probably made an even bigger fool 
of themselves; Noel did a good job. He was 
nudged into a spin it seems by Tony Lan- 
franchi (what better teacher can you have?) 
and. still recovered to drive with renewed 
vigour. I can only hope that he improves 
sufficiently quickly to blow off these oster- 
riches who drive around with their heads 
in the sand, 


Goodwood is unsafe 


We're forever hearing stories these days 
about Grand Prix drivers refusing to race at 
circuits unless there are adequate safety faci 
lities. This is all very well, providing the rule 
applies wherever they might go. But it doesn't 
and their whole argument fails flat as far 
fas I'm concerned when they flock to Good- 
wood for testing. The safety facilities around 
the track are non-existent but no one seems 
terribly worried. By testing there, It makes 
a mockery of everything the GPDA stands 
for 


Bright future 
for Mazda 


Despite fears that it might not work out the 
way the race promoters wanted the national 
Castrol Gi series has got of to a. pretty 
encouraging start witha healthy entourage 
of manufacturers showing valid interest in 
the races, this being borne out by the re 
marks expressed recently by British Leyland's 


John Barber. Although BL are going through 
a pretty torrid time at present, the success of 
their Broadspeed Dolomites may encourage 
them just that little bit further. However, 
though Andy Rouse leads the Gl series at 
this stage, I can foresee the RX3 Mazdas pro- 
ving more than just a thorn in their side. 
These 23-litre rotary engined cars are 
extremely rapid as Barrie Williams has shown 
and [can only second this by remarking on 
the tremendous flexibility of the engine in 
their larger RX4 Coupe version which I have 
been using as transport these past weeks. 


Lella Lombardi 
and male chauvinism 


Also doing a very capable job, along with 
Noel Edmonds is Lella Lombardi. Whether 
having a girl thundering around in F5000 
Lola 1330 Is a triumph for Women's Lib, I'm 
not so sure, It's more like real touch of 
downright male chauvinism. Miss Lombardi 
seems to be doing a pretty good job and at 
this rate of progress, she'll have to get_an 
FI drive, What odds ‘the Italian Grand Prix? 
Pye heard that she is still feeling her way 
around the comers, driving the  ShellSport 
Lola in the good old F5000 tradition of “point 
and squirt.” However, to have done a reputed 
1m 26.0 s around Oulton during the Good 
Friday race, only 2 s off the new record, one 
can only give her credit, A woman in racing 
will always get publicity. That's male 
chauvinism for you, 


Oversteer delights 


1 don't know whether any of you watched 
the Daily Express Spring Classic Speedway 
‘on London Weekend's World of Sport at the 
weekend. Not having been to a speedwa 
meeting before, I made the journey to Wimbl 
don for this one because it had all the aces 
there, save Ivan Mauger. Names like Anders 
Michinek, Barry Briggs, Ole Olsen, et al, 
The atmosphere was terrific and the whole 
evening's entertainment was well worth the 
£2 required for a grandstand seat right by 


the start. This is something that is desper- 
ately lacking in’ motor racing today. Our 
commentators find it difficult to capture the 


real exciter 


nt that can be got out of rai 


ing. ‘For instance, if you. win race in 
Britain, it's a garland, a pat on the back 
and a half hearted Iap of “honour.” In Ger- 


many, it’s the first three up on the podium, 
national anthem, cups, garlands and the fuli 
works. It makes winning worthwhile afterall, 


Ronnie Peterson tests the JPS at Goodwood, despite the circuit's lack of safety features. 


LERMAN 


2 


3 New Car Books from Batsford PRESS ON T0 PIMLICO ! 


Visit our new boutique especially stocked for the 
man who wants to make his motoring more enjoyable. 
say one eamaraohy Sit in comfort in Corbeau seats, handle smooth leather 
Aine woe Motolita wheels, get switched on with Cibie lights 
and keep an eye on your engine with Smiths instru- 
ments, whilst listening to slot stereo. 


Calling all racing drivers 


Michael Costin and We now stock the complete range of Nomex safety 
alte clothing and many other items you require—see our 
weekly advert under “” Racewear.”* 


Stee eaeatie toes and 
= We sell many of the items produced for racing teams 
such as Marlboro, Embassy, JPS, McLaren and 


British Sports Cars Rothmans Rally jackets, T-Shirts, badges, stickers, etc. 


em J. & J. STANTON 
LIMITED 


(64 b/w photographs £2.50 TRA 95 Pimlico Road, London, SW1 
Tel: 01-730 0044 


1B b/w photographs 31 line illus. £3.00 


Have Vauxhall. Will Sparrow! 


BENSON & HEDGES 
CIRCUIT OF IRELAND INTERNATIONAL RALLY 


Group 1 Series Production Touring Cars 


1st Vauxhall Magnum 
WILL SPARROW/RODNEY SPOKES 


also the following private and that’s not all! BI HATCH ISTH APRIL 
id Fs 
entry successes: ‘THRUXTON ISTH APRIL ‘Triplex Production Saloon Car Race 
Group 2 Special Touring Cars 1st Overall Derrick Brunt Magnum 2300 
Repco Caravan Race 
Class 8 (over 2000cc) ee 3rd Overall Rex Greenslade 
1st Vauxhall Viva 
Ken Shields/Peter Lyster 1STH APRIL 
LESTON 14TH A Grandy Brakes 
2nd Vauxhall Magnum LSE Tes Special Saloon Car 
7 fothmans Trophy for Speci 
Greg Britton/Kieran O'Donogue Bocsaene Srorty = Race Biv 
3rd Vauxhall Viva 


Des Bradley/Paul Gleeson 
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LLANDOW 


Needell’s maximum Wella points 


‘Sunday's meeting at Llandow turned out to 
be the biggest of the weekend and despite 
the proximity to Easter, all the championship 
rounds provided good ‘entries, but the two 
non-championship ‘events, for modsports and 
‘special saloons, were not so well supported, 
the former having only four finishers. Main 
event in the nine-race programme organised 


mum points to draw closer on 21 to Richard 
‘Morgan's 33 total. The Armco, erected 
by courtesy of the sweat of members of the 
SWAC, was not needed, and it is a shame 
that so little money Is available, for the 
track still horrifies newcomers’ by its 
bumpiness, and more than one competitor 
‘was heard’ to say that he wouldn't come back 
again, while Jeremy Lord, leader of the 
Tricentrol Sports GT championship, chose not 
to spend the afternoon bumping the sump of 
hhis DFV and went home before the sun had 

‘come out on this dry and mainly sunny 


in fifth by the end of the first of 12 laps, 
with leader Bryan Sharp (Merlyn-Longman 
Mk 24A) already opening up a fow lengths 
‘over Thorton Mustards Tiger Shark Van 
Diemen, Needell soon recovered and by lap 
seven had overtaken second man and lap 
record holder Terry Richards (Merlyn- 
Scholar Mk 11A). So he set off after Sharp, 
taking him on the penultimate lap at the 
Elbow to take victory with Sharp second, one 
second behind, and Richards third. 

‘The second heat lost one of its favourites 
with a fracas at the first turn where Pet 
White (Palliser WDF2) was allegedly rammed 
by poleman David Priddy in the ex-Roger 
Manning Elden-Piper Mk 10, bur Alo Lawler 
(awke-WRA DL 11) had an excellent start 
‘and held a good lead at the end of lap one 
from ‘Tony Broster (Dulon-Newbridge MPI5) 
and Priddy, while another favourite, Syd Fox 
(Hawke-Lloyd DL11), was down in ‘fifth. Fox 
wasn't going to let this situation continue and 

‘six had overtaken Priddy at the Elbow 

‘off after Lawler, He took him on 

Jap, just 
ike the heat one leader, but Lawler hung on 
and tried to get it back on the last Jap under 
broaking for the Elbow, but it was never go- 
ing to come off, and Lawler spun, finishing 
fourth behind Priddy who hung on well to 
‘second, and Broster. However, at the end of 
the race, Fox discovered that @ rear radius 
arm had completely pulled away from the 
framework and that he'd driven the whole race 
with it lodged against the bulkhead behind 
his back. It was remounted rather than 
welded back in position for the final. 

Last race of the day saw Syd Fox take 
off immediately into the lead from Bryan 
Sharp, but the latter was demoted on lap 
two by Tif Needell and by David Priddy a 
Jap later, However, they all moved up again 

Syd hit more trouble on this, his first 
Visit to the circuit. This time it was a conrod, 
ut it left TH Needell in a lead he wasn't 
to lose. Behind him, battle royal waged be- 
tween Priddy, who led most of the time, and 
Sharp, but going into Old Paddock bend for 
the last time, Sharp nipped inside the Elden 
man to dash the last 100 yards to second 
place, a manoeuvre which was to land him 
the Alcoa Driver of the Day award. Behind 
Priddy, Alo Lawler came home for double 
points having cast his “joker” for this round 
having been well down at the start. Nick Foy 
kept himself out of troubles that were going 
‘on around him for fifth. Last year’s Wella 
champion, Ted Wentz, proved himself an able 
and knowledgeable commentator, describing 
the grids for each Wella event, an excellent 
idea. 

‘Event two was a round of the Britax pro- 
duction saloon car championship with a very 
full grid, to the extent that poor Malcolm 
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West had to take his Camaro home without 
a race after an organisational mixup. So 
Nigel Stovin-Bradford took his version to a 
flag-to-flag win and lots of points thanks to 
a well supported large class. Second man 
John Cooper (BMW 3.0 Si) had been involved 
with Derrick Brunt’s pole-winning Magnum 
from the next class down and Brian Pepper’ 

Camaro, but managed to secure his position 
as the race progressed, while Brunt brought 
the Vauxhall home to third, ahead of Martin 
Carroll's Capri, after the’ Pepper Camaro 
started cutting out on the last Jap. Bi 

Sydenham took the next class down wit 
Trevor Moore putting on a good show in his 
Escort Sport, while the small class, while 
still the property of Jo Bailey, was much 
enlivened by the cornering angles of Alan 
Greenhalgh's Datsun 100A which makes a 
pleasant change to the Moskiches which it 
soundly trounced, 

The modsports came after the second FF 
heat, and it must have been the worst field 
for ‘ages. Obviously not a favoured Welsh 
class! John Evans (16 Lotus Elan) and Guy 
Bedington's 5.3 Jaguar V12 E tried to make 


Elbow. Thereafter 


Jaguar's race but, on the last lap, Evans 
‘closed right up only to spin on his overtaking 
‘manoeuvre at Bottom, Bedington winning from 
the restarted Evans, The other two finishers 
weren't on the same lap. 


John Morgan's beautiful Risca 3.8 Jaguar Mk 
1 hounds an unsuspecting Mint. 


‘The F1300 field didn’t seem to have the 
same quality as last year, for once Philip 
Lloyd had got himself away from the rest 
of the field on lap one, and Chris Kite had 
‘spun his Perigree on the same lap, there 
Seemed to be little fight left anywhere except 
for second and third, the only two to remain 
unlapped by the flying Lloyd. Paul Webb took 
Second off John Howieson's Rejo early on, 
and they finished in that order. However, 
are assured that most of the quality ‘was 
saving itself, and cars, for Oulton so things 
aren't that bad. The long arm of the 750 MC 
showed that it doesn’t imend to have any 
Tegal hassles and re-scrutineered the first six 
after the race. 

‘After Jeremy Lord had scratched the Lola 
from pole position, it was up to the Lolas of 
Tony ‘Charnell, with 1.6 power, and John 
Markey, 2.0 BMW turbocharged power, to 
make a race of it. Charnell hit the front at 
the beginning, and Markey came up through 
the field to very slowly creep up on him, but 
he was never quite close enough to challenge 
and 30 they finished a second apart. Michael 
‘Andrew was again the man to beat in the 
‘small class, inheriting the championship lead, 
‘and he held second until Markey moved up 
his turbocharged delayed start, Les Aylott 
was second in the class, closely challenging 
Peter Andrews’ 1.6 Martin BM1O towards the 
end. Most of this Tricentrol entry at least 
looked smart, even if the racing was not the 
most exciting. 

Formula Four has indeed come up to 
expectations, and an almost full grid came 
Torward to contest the first Low Cost Racing 
‘championship round, and it was the home team 


who won with the Low Cost Racing ex-Tony 
Brise GRD-Delta 372 of Gavin Hooper taking 
a flag-to-flag victory without putting a wheel 
‘wrong. Behind him, the field, which impressed 
quite a few seasoned campaigners, had quite 
2 few little battles going, second being firstly 
the property of Robert Laughton's Brabham- 
Cosworth BT28/35 until he spun on the third 
lap at the Elbow, so that it was all eyes on 
former 750 man’ Roy Lewington who was 
coming up through the field, and took Lorina 
‘Boughton campaigning the Jerry Gambs GRD 
373 for second on lap 11. Lorina came in 
third, behind the flying Lewington, while 
fourth was Barry Dutnall's Harrison. John 
Webb, so much a front runner last year, 
looked as though he might have been head- 
ing for points until he blew the engine having 
climbed up to fifth from last place. 
Penultimate race of the day was for 
saloons, and this time there were quite a 
few Welsh favourites, and it was Joe Gregory 


who took his 2.0 Escort ¢o an excellent 
victory, although the was helped on his way 
when Dave Williams’ 


1.2 Wolseley Hornet 
Bottom Bend, out 


1ed second, only to retire with no 
oll pressure on lap six, 30 Allan Parfitt (1.0 
Cooper $) diced with the second Risca Jaguar 
of Tony Williams, the cars finishing second 
and third in that order. Recent hat-trick man 
Bernard Richards (1.3 Cooper S) was never 
in the hunt and bis elutch blew up early on 
anyway. Roberto Giordanelll (1,7 Ford Anglia) 
climbed through the field well for fourth 
place. 
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PROFILE 


ANDY ROUSE 


driver ; first-class car sorter and engineer 
By ROBERT FEARNALL 


versatile race 


Formula 2, 


his impressive 


wheel of a proper racing car. 


+ ‘as some on the continent) 


THE BACKGROUND 


at 17, one week after he left school. 


roup 2 performances last ye: 


at he holds the greatest number of lap records on British circuits, totalling 


But there are more aspects to Rouse’s ve 


Andy's basic interests in cars and motorbikes 
Preoceupied his time once he had picked up 
Seven “O” Levels from Newent Comprehen- 
Sive, and in fact while he was at school, 
although there had been no family interest 
fn such vactivities. Then his interest was 

local grass track racing, building his first car 
in between lessons and having his first car 


basis ‘for Andy's attack on grass track 
Jalopy racing was a Singer Le Mans which was 


Being overall leader of this year’s British Touring Car Championship after five of the 13 rounds, 
may be just what's hoped for by many of the Group 1 

Andy Rouse It's a period of frustration because this tall, tousle-haired and shy Gloucesterman 
Is anxious, when financial backing Is found, to prove his abilities in Formula Atlantic and 


loon car contender 


"Alter proving to be one of the most competent international saloon car drivers around with 
Rouse understandably finds this year’s Group 1 


to be back at the 
the fact 
7 (as well 


le character: Ralph Brosd described him as 
“q first class engineer in every respect, and an extremely good car sorter.” In addition to 
controlling the Broadspeed racing workshops from their Souths 

in'deslgn and development, and does the teting on all of Broad's competition projects, 


base, Rouse assists Broad 


stripped down to the ‘chassis and with a Ford 
10 engine, was a runner for just £25. 

This was superseded by a Ford 100E engine, 
but with this Andy couldn't get quite close 
enough to John Bevan who was running @ 
more sophisticated Ford 1500 engine with 

hich he always won, so Andy went in search 
Of more power, culminating in the purchase 
of a Zephyr 6 engine for £10. During Rouse's 

fdseason ‘in jalopy racing emerged a new 
special of his own design—the original rei 
engined Volkswagen gearbox grass track car 
using a spaceframe chassis, normal Triumph 


Herald front suspension and a Ford 1500 
pushrod engine (a combination which of 
Course was later adopted by Bevan for his 
countless autocross wins). Although It was 
intended to run the car in autocross, Andy 
(a winning Constructor at the age of 20), 
concentrated on the grass-track scene and 
wiped up the championship, literally blowing 
everything off 

During this time, Andy got to know Alan 
McKechnie quite well as his fruit farm wat 
quite close to where Andy used to live, an 
‘Andy's father was also a market gardener 
in Gloucestershire. “One afternoon,” Andy 
recalls, “I. went to see Alan McKechnie's 
mechanic Fred Campbell and said we've got 
this grass track car and asked if they had 
any spare bits which might be of use.” The 
Fequest. ied to Andy using McKechnie’s 
orchard to test the car, watched by the 
MeKechnie equipe. 

‘After the special, Andy decided to go on 
to something better and set his sights on 
Formula Ford. "1 was a bit short of money 
at the time, so borrowed some from my 
father and bought a Dulon in kit form, Alan 
MeKechnie very kindly sent me to Motor 
Racing Stables to see if I got on well with 
the formula, which I seemed to, so he bought 
me a Forumla Ford engine and off we went 
Circuit racing midway through 1969." 

To begin with, Andy concentrated on racing 
at Castle Combe, Liandow and Thruxton with 
the LD4 which ‘was superseded by an LD9 
midway through the "70 season (after Dulon 
offered him a satisfactory deal), and Andy 
went on to win the Townsend Thoresen 
Championship and finish runner-up in the 
Guards South Western series. To quote lan 
‘Titchmarsh’s Club Racing review of that year, 
“Andy Rouse was the most successful 
exponent for the West Country firm, and 
treated Castle Combe like his own’ back 
garden and blew off everyone who went 
there.” 


Heras ‘A ea 


Rouse’s FF inversion at Mallory after an inct- 
dent with Trevelyan, who passes by. 


Andy hadn't the resources and time to 
contend the more professional BOC series, 
$0 towards the end of the sucessful 1970 
Season, Alan McKechnie approached Ralph 
Broad ‘about stories that Broadspeed were to 
build Formula Ford engines, and the culmin: 
tion of a meeting between the parties saw the 
Dulon LD9 installed with the engine which 
Broadspeed had already prepared for th 
formula. “Ralph offered me a job at the 
same time, 0 1 moved up to Southam, 
Formula Ford and all.” Before taking up his 
job at Broadspeed, Andy did a four year 
engineering apprenticeship with Gloucester 
Engineering (which makes loading shovels, 
tractors, diggers, cranes, etc), and then 
stayed to work on their service side for 
two years, “travelling all over the country 
fixing diggers and the like.” The Rouse link 
with, McKechnie remains however in that 
Andy's younger brother Paul is a mechanic 
for the McKechnie F5000 team. 

"The Dulon-Broadspeed was kept for the 
1971 season, “but we were very busy pre- 
paring Group 2 at Broadspeed and 1 wasn't 
Feally left with much time for the Formula 
Ford—it was a case of getting the car 

pared late Friday night and setting off 
tarly Saturday morning all bleary eyed. 

"Ai the March Mallory Park International, 
Andy finished third in the BOC round, but 
in the FF-filled F3 event, his Dulon’ was 
involved in an incident with John Trevelyan's 
Crosslé ending in an up-and-over job. “ After 
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that the car was never the same as it had been 
‘uite badly bent, and the season was @ bit 
of a wipe out as a result; we packed up, in 
fact, before the end of it 

“Formula Ford was good for experience, but 
1 wouldn't have stayed any longer in’ the 
formula. I suppose if one can afford all the 
best equipment and do it on a professional 
basis, it's possible to do some good at it but 
to try to do the BOC series on a shoe-string 
is really a waste of time. 


SALOON CAR INTEREST 
Having been connected with saloons through 
Broadspeed during 1971, Andy thought about 
the Escort Mexico Challenge 
‘season. “I talked to Ralph 
about it and we did a deal on a Mexico— 
T bought the car and he prepared the engine.” 
The deal was a most successful one, for 
Rouse dominated the championshi 
first few rounds, and finished 20 points clear 
of Colin Vandervell, "It wasn't that difficult 
in that wwe seemed £0 have the edge with the 
best ‘engine and probably the best prepared 
car. It was &. most enjoyable season with 
Some really good races, helped by the Mexico 
Grivers being such a good crowd, 

Other saloon car “drives came in this 
season. When Dave Matthews was occupied 
Griving Group 2 saloons in Europe, his 
Slitre Melton Racing with Broadspeed Capri 
being used In British production saloon car 
races, was driven by Rouse on a couple of 
‘occasions and Andy finished second to Dave 
Brodie at Oulton ‘and won with it at Mallory 
Meanwhile his Mexico exploits had taken him 
abroad for the first tim Zandvoort and 
Zolder—and he won on both occasions. 

However, his ability as a competent test 
driver was’ being discovered, as Andy started 
Serious testing with Broad’s Group 2 cars. 
So impressive were Andy's performances in 
the Group 2 saloons, that Ralph fixed up a 
deal with Vince Woodman to include Rouse in 
‘a. two car Escort/Broadspeed team, with Andy 
driving the ex-Dave Matthews 2-litre RS and 
Vince in the 1300 BDA version (which was 
also tested by Rouse), for 1973. 

1 found the Escort easy to get used to, 
helped by the fact Kt was a very well sorted 
car It was very satisfying in that a 2-litre 


Group 2 car Is just quick enough to be 
Interesting to drive” Rouse wiped up the 
Diitre division of the British Touring Car 


Championship, almost toppling Frank Gardner 
from the overall title, and had a number of 
dices with Dave Brodie; one of the best was 
at the Silverstone British Grand Prix before 
the terrifying accident which wrecked Brodie’s 
car and Dave Matthews’ Broadspeed Capri 


Rouse” set phenomenally fast 2-litre lap 
record times on every circuit that held a 
British Group 2 round in 1973 as he challenged 
Teading cars from the big class, and his 
successes were repeated abroad—in the 


Iucrative Belgian Kent Castrol series (finish. 
ing second overall. with Woodman in the 
6 hour round at Nivelles), although engine 
trouble “intervened in. the Paul Ricard 
European Touring Car round last September 

During 1973, Rouse did much of the test 
work on the famous Group 2 Broadspeed 
Capri which was driven by Dave Matthews 
in this country and by Claude Bourgoignie 
in Belgium. "The Escort. was much more 
pleasing to drive as a racing car, while the 
Capri was more exciting in that it was more 
of a big beast and less precise. The Capris 
inboard rear suspension was an advantage, 
especially on the second car when the spring 
base was even wider, enabling the car to 
put its power down very well out of the 
Corners—it was very steady at the back com 
pared with the German Capris.” 

‘The right hand drive Capri which replaced 
Matthews’ written-off thd version, was quicker 
and this was the car which Rouse drove in 
Inst year’s Tourist Trophy (the British ETC 
round), finishing up In practice just 0.1 s 
Slower than Glemser’s works Capri and ahead 
of the other two works German cars—and 
that was with a worn-out engine. “But the 
car was quite new and had never been tested 
on full tanks, so we set off at the start with 
enormous understeer problems which slowed 
it considerably." Then the car was involved 
in a shunt with Glemser after Muir's BMW 
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Rouse easily won the 1972 Mexico Chall 
at Mallory Park (below). 


Andy Rouse during his impressive outing with the G2 Capri in last year's TT (above), and on 
his way to another FF win at Castle Combe in his Dulon LD9 (below). 


in here leading through Devil's Elbow 


SEE THE DOLOMITE SPRINT 
at the following TRIUMPH distributors 


DUNHAM AND HAINES LTD. 
17 LANGLEY STREET, 
LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE 
Tel: Luton 411311, 10 lines 


STATION GARAGES LTD. 


LONDON ROAD 
Tel: Amersham 5911 


or 


125 AMERSHAM ROAD 
‘BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


Tel: High Wycombe 23832 


S. HICKS & SON LTD. 


1 CITY ROAD, 
TRURO (0872) 4321 


also ot 
LAUNCESTON 3551 
CORNWALL 


HENLYS (CREWE) LTD. 


10-30 NANTWICH ROAD, 
CREWE, CHESHIRE 


Tol: CREWE 57391 
:@ and Parts 


DORCHESTER MOTOR CO. LTD. 


North Square, 
Dorchester, Dorset 


Tel: Dorchester 4848 


Sous 
‘Dorchester 2373. 


LEX MEAD (CHELTENHAM) LTD. 


PRINCESS ELIZABETH WAY, 
CHELTENHAM, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Tel: CHELTENHAM (0242) 20441 
Immediate delivery on all colours 


LEX MEAD 


LEX CORNER, 

120 EIGN STREET, 
HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE 
TEL: HEREFORD (0432) 67151 
Sales, Service and Parts 


LEX MEAD (WINDSOR) LTD. 


WINDSOR ROAD, 
MAIDENHEAD, 
BERKSHIRE 


Tel : Maidenhead 34481 


(this is not a complete list) 


HEWITTS 


of WOLVERHAMPTON 

STAFFORD STREET, 

WOLVERHAMPTON, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

Main Triumph Distributors for 
South Staffordshire 
Tel: Wolverhampton (0902) 24678 
also at Walsall 26567 
and Stourbridge 5138 


Most models and colours in stock 


LEX MEAD (SOUTHAMPTON) LTD. 


MARSH LANE, 
SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE 
Tel: Southampton (0703) 30911 


Rover, Land-Rover, Triumph Distributors 
and Jaguar, Daimler Dealers 


$i BROWETTS 


60-66 GRANBY STREET, 
LEICESTER 
Tel: LEICESTER 27252 (5 lines) 


Many models available 


BARLOW WESTONIA LTD. 


WELLINGBOROUGH ROAD, 
WESTON FAVELL, 
NORTHAMPTON 

Tel: Nothampton 41141 
Main distributors for Triumph, Rover, 
Jaguar, Daimler and Land-Rover 


F. MITCHELL (Nottingham) LTD. 


TRIUMPH CORNER, 
DERBY ROAD, 
NOTTINGHAM 


Tel: Nottingham (0602) 7770: 


te) 
BE. ARTWELLS 


of BANBURY LTD. 


SOUTHAM ROAD. BANBURY, 
‘OXFORDSHIRE 
Tel: Banbury 51551 (7 lines) 
Immediate delivery and demonstrations 
‘arranged 


DUTTON FORSHAW 
(KENDAL) LTD. 
84-92 HIGHGATE, KENDAL 
WESTMORLAND 
Tol : Kendal 23610 
Sales, Service and parts 
‘Most models available 


British Leyland, Rover 
Triumph distributors tor 
South Nottinghamshire 


LEX MEAD (SWANSEA) LTD. 


375 CARMARTHEN ROAD, 
SWANSEA, 
GLAMORGANSHIRE 
Tel: Swansea (0792) 52941 


Rover, Land-Rover and Triumph 
Distributors 


HENLY’S LTD. 


15-17 BERKELEY SQUARE, 
LONDON 
Tel: 01-629 8818 


Branches throughout the country 


DUTTON FORSHAW 
(PRESTON) LTD. 
CORPORATION STREET, 
PRESTON, LANCASHIRE 
Tel: Preston 54242 


Most models available and demonstrations 
arranged 


DUTTON FORSHAW 
(BLACKPOOL) LTD. 
CHERRY TREE ROAD, 


BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE 
Tel : Blackpool! 67811 


Most models and colours in stock 


DUTTON FORSHAW 
(ST. ANNES) LTD. 
KINGS ROAD, 

ST ANNES, LANCASHIRE 


Tel: St Annes 728051 
Most models and colours in stock 
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ACO = a FERODO 


had a moment ahead of them, and part ot 
the front wing and spoiler were taken off 
in the contretemps which made the under- 
steer problem even worse, It was therefore 
of some relief, that the engine broke shortly 
afterwards ! 
‘Andy Rouse had certainly “arrived” as 
Britain's most talented, young international 
jon car driver 
ended British Group 2, The Capri 
to Bo Emanuelsson in Sweden, 
jcort went to California where it ha: 
n virtually written-off and Wood- 
man's 1300 Escort was sold to France. But 
Prospects looked very good for Andy in 
1974—with drives planned in single seaters, 
in European Group 2 and in British Group 1 
‘Then came the recession the sponsor 
for the single-seater withdrew, the Group 2 
plans fell apart and even a new competition 
Duilding planned for Broadspeed on the op- 
posite side of the main A423 to thelr current 
establishment, had to be postponed. Suddenly, 
the plans for Andy's best year had fallen 
about him. 


GROUP 1 


With its Ford connections, Broadspeed were 
expected to run a Capri in Group 1. But 
when the RS 3100 didn’t pass homologation 
Broadspeéd looked round for another suitable 
car when British Leyland came up with thelr 
offer of Triumph Dolomite Sprints, “ and they 
Tooked good for success in their class so we 
decided’ to take it.” I's taken quite some 
time to get the Dolomite to its present stage 
of development (Since October/November of 
last year), although much of the winter test- 
ing was hampered with wet weather. “When 
you look at the cars now, you wonder where 
all the time has gone. 

“The main problem with the car has been 
in the handling department owing to the poor 
location of the back axle with general flexing 
of all the joints, There's not a lot you can do 
‘about this; it’s simply a matter of having to 
put up with it and getting down to drive it 
The engine gives quite good power which is 
why the cars are so competitive, and the over- 
drive helps out on the gearbox as the standard 
ratios are quite bad.”” 

‘Although Andy Rouse has won the com- 
petitive 2500 cc class with the Broadspeed 
Dolomite Sprint on every outing bar one when 
a flat battery sent him in to the pits, the 
car has come under strong opposition ‘from 
the 23 litre rotary engined Mazda RX3. 
“We're a bit worried about the Mazda oppo: 
tion, as it has much better power-to-welght 
ratio with an engine that produces only about 
10 bhp less than the Dolomite and a car that 
weighs 2 cwt less. The only way we can go 
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Rouse leads the Group 1 championship overall in the Broadspeed Dolomite Sprint with which 
he adopts a little oversteer leading Jon Fletcher's Camaro out of Becketts at Silverstone. 


quicker is in engine output and we can pro- 
ably find another 5 bhp from somewhere, but 
then that’s it.” 

To drive in, though, Group 1 is under- 
standably an anti-climax to someone with 
the capabilities of Rouse. In fact, it wouldn't 
bbe fair to say the championship leader is really 
enjoying his season. “Group 2 is a 
much better formula in that they are more 
like real racing cars 10 drive compared with 
Group 1 road cars and that's why I'm des- 
Derately looking around for something else 
to drive as well as the Dolomite, preferably 
in Formula Atlantic. 

As far as the Group 1 regulations are con- 
cerned, Rouse feels that they are beginning to 
Ret out of hand in some ways, “ For example, 
It's a good thing that the brake cooling ducts 
have been permitted as it makes the cars 
safer—particularly the big Chevvies which 
Quickly run out of brakes—but where do you 
stop? What's going to be the next develop. 
ment? I think they've got to draw a line 
Somewhere and say these are the regs and 
you've got to put up with It as it is.” 

Rouse admits that the Dolomite programme 
has been very expensive in that “we've tried 
every conceivable combination that could be 
tried, but when you compare It to what can 
be won then it's not too bad—you can 
afford to spend a bit on development and 
hope to get it back. Anyway the British 
Saloon Car Championship is a reasonably 
professional form of racing—whatever Group 
ft is—and perhaps the privateers feel a bit 
up against it as they don’t have the facilities 
to do the refinements that is needed to pro- 
duce a competitive car like Broadspeed, but 
‘2 competitor who knows his car and uses a 
bit of imagination can do anything we've 
done.” 

‘As far as the future of the formula is 
concerned, Rouse feels it's bound to improve 
especially when people become more accli 
tised to their new makes. ~ Take the Camaros 
for instance, Richard Lioyd and Stuart 
Graham ran them last year and know all 
the tweaks while Vince Woodman is still 
scratching his head a bit, but after a few 
races he should be up there too.” 

‘After the International Trophy meeting at 
Silverstone a few weeks ago Rouse took out 
Woodman's Camaro and got to within half 
a second of the new lap record in a few laps, 
with hardly any brakes. “I was surprised 
how well it handles for a big car and how 
relatively easy it was to drive” Just another 
example of his adaptability. 

Back markers have always been a problem 
in saloon car racing, but as Andy says 
“organisers learnt their lesson after last 
year's Silverstone Group 2 accident, and they 
have soon forgotten it judging by how many 


slow cars are being allowed to start. Group 
1 cars are big and cumbersome, don't stop 
well and don't handle well—if they're on their 
own, there's no problem but if one has to 
take avolding action or get off line, then It 

ig trouble. The cars just aren't 
‘as manageable, and a repeat of last year's 
Silverstone disaster could happen again if 
organisers don't adhere to the 110 per cent 
qualification rule for starters.’ 


BROADSPEED DUTIES 

At Broadspeed) "Rouse runs the competition 
‘workshops in full which includes looking after 
all the preparation on the racing side, “and 
this sometimes doesn’t fit in too well with 
the driving and I have to strike a suitable 
compromise between the two.” Broadspeed 
have quite a number of Group 1 customers 
and at present there are around six mechanics 
working in the racing workshops; in addition 
to their own Dolomites, preparation is being 
undertaken on Vince 'Woodman's Camaro, 
Peter Hanson's Opel and a couple of Capris 


The mighty duo 
Ralph Broad. 


‘The initial job is undertaken by Ralph, 
but the work itself — blue-printing etc in 
Group 1—Is looked after by Andy, At around 
£500 for basle preparation of a Group 1 car, 
it may. seem expensive for a clubman, " but 
its well worth It if one can afford the initial 
Outlay, as it’s possible to win it back again.” 

But there's ‘no doubt that if a Formula 
Atlantic offer came Andy's way, then his work 
fat Broadspeed would have to take second 
place. Although there is nothing definite 
Planned as we are still searching for a 
Sponsor to go in to Formula Atlantio—and 
that’s so difficult at present—we have nearly 
completed building an Atlantic engine and 
Obviously the car would be run from Broad~ 
speed.” 

‘Andy would far prefer to see his future 
more as @ professional driver, and is 
tremely anxious to get into single seaters “ 
Spen another avenue, as saloon car racing ha 
become too restricted, particularly in Group 1 
No one takes a Group 1 driver very seriously 
any more; if you drive a Camaro, you're 
thought of as a club driver rather than a pro- 
fessional and nothing follows on from that. 

“I don't have any grand ideas about enter 
ing Formula 1—that's very distant—but would 
at least like to reach Formula 2, and run in 
the 1976 Silhouette Formula ‘with Ralph 
Broad. 

‘These are Broad’s intentions too, as Ralph 
would also like to see his driver compete in 
Something as well as Group 1 so that when 
Ralph pursues his plans to run a car in the 
"76 Silhouette Championship, Andy will be top 

f the tree driver-wise. 

Of the up-and-coming international drivers, 
26-year-old Andy Rouse (born December 2, 
1947) is a rare phenomenon that his quiet, 
pleasant character belies—the combination of 
| very good racing driver, car sorter and 
engineer. After starting from the basics with 
grase-track racing, Rouse has advanced signi- 
ficantly, but lack of financial support hopefully 
will not stifle Rouse's return to single-seater 
racing. 


‘Andy Rouse (left) with 


because this is a British driver that 
deserves to succeed. 


BROADSPEED 


Agent in Sweden Distributors in Spain 


BO EMANUELSSON RACING Turbocharged Seat 1430 ‘S’ on demonstration 
MoToR 


HAGBERGSGATEN 26 TUNING S.A. 


415 06 GOTEBORG 


ew DEN IBIZA 41, MADRID 9 


SPAIN 


BROADSPEED BROADSPEED 


Distributors in Italy Distributors in France 


Stockists of 1300cc and 2 litre sports car and Stockists of Broadspeed and AVO racing parts 
saloon BDA racing engines. Spares and service. engine spares and Ford racing chassis components. 


S Goodiif nities for quick delivery of all e: ues 
Ol ERM sa 


V LE DELLE INDUSTRIE, 
20, 80020 CASAVATORE (NAPLES), ITALY 


18 RUE SAINT JUST, 93100 MONTREUIL, 
FRANCE 


1974 FORD ESCORT RS1900 WORLD CUP RALLY CAR 


Built to International Group II specification with no expense spared from the finest materials and 
components available, and using expertise gained from many years of competition throughout 
the world. Brief specification includes the following: 


Ford competition special shell fully reinforced, using special roll over bar/chassis strengthening system (similar to 
Ford works on London-Mexico and London-Sydney) with alloy wheel arch panels, adjustable coll spring susponsion 
front and rear, specially made Bilstein shock absorbers, special springs, ventilated front discs, Fl. pattern Lockheed 
calipers, alloy hubs, 4 bar trailing link (rubber/rose joints) Watts link system, special fully floating rear hubs with 
huge bearings, widely spaced to prevent axle shaft and transmission failure! Special rear axle with strengthening, rear 
disc with 4 pot caliper, caliper hand brake, works pattern Minilites, fully instrumented, Halda, etc, as normal Group 
I rally car, plus all extras. Engine 1900 cc, alloy block butterfly system fuel injection with’ filtration system (also avail: 
able on carburetors) all pumps, etc, duplicated, all electrics duplicated on special fused wiring system, 5-speed ZF 
gearbox (fully modified to eliminate failure), auxiliary front suspension crossmember with sump guard mounted 
Engine not mounted on crossmember. twin batteries, twin servo's, twin braking system, all lines inside car. sets of 
6J and 7J Minilites with latest tyres, 20 gallon alloy tank with vertical tank unit, ete, etc, with all available spares. 


Serious offers in the region of £9800 


Also available Turbocharged Granada Estate Support Car, built for reliability and runs on two-star 
petrol. £5500. 


For further information ring C. Bodsworth or R. D. Broad, 


BROADSPEED 


BROADSPEED LTD.SOUTHANIWARKS. 
TELEPHONE SOUTHAM 3191 


28 AUTOSPORT, APRIL 25, 1974 


BROADSPEED 


BROADSPEED LTD.SOUTHAM WARKS. 


TELEPHONE SOUTHAM 3191 


Due to overseas cancellation the ex Hanson Group 2 Racing Escort is still for sale. The immaculate class 


winning British Saloon Championship car is available in either 2-litre or 1300cc form complete with 
tyres and running spares, anti roll bar, differential ratios etc. 


Escort Group il shell. Very special 
Now for 1974, €900. 

1850 ‘cc BDA long distance engine, 
ideal group Il ETC. £1700. 

Race “1600 ‘twin cam cylinder head 
Complete with valves. £150. 

Rioad rally and race camshafts, Retail 
Pree £1680 and 1850 each. (No 
frade, individuals. only). €9.90. 

1000 ‘cc push rod/BDA halt engine unit 
steel ‘crank and rods, slipper’ pistons. 
£58, 

1—1098 ce BMC Sprite engine. H/ 
comp, "S* cam. Double V/aprings, etc 
compiete. £180 ono. 

Many. 5}. steel Ford rims, with end 
without tyr 

Hundreds of racing coil springs. Various 
fates and types. New and used from 
fh each 

Ali stocks of new and used racing 
fyres to be sold, all mixes, compounds 
283 ‘tybem, Firestone and: union tom 


ro literally thousands of spares 
Te Gearboxes and spares, bracing 
FooP tanks, roll over bars, hella, new and us 


Contact: CHRIS BODSWORTH or RALPH BROAD 


GRAND SPRING CLEARANCE SALE 
May 4th and 5th 


2—Cobra V8 inlet manifolds Ford 
Escort racing front disc bells for FY 
discs £20. 

Girling Can-am front and rear discs 
with calipers. NEW—OFFERS. 

Group I! Capri shell, totally complete 
and painted. £750. 

New Escort shell in bare metal (special 
competition). £185. 

Standard new Lotus t/cam cylinder 
head casting. £25. 

1300 Escort “Banana Bunch” high 
performance manifolds. £4 

1 MAE 3 main steel crank. £40. 
Bilstein racing shock absorbers. Race 
and rally, front and rear. New and 
‘standard—ofters. 

Over 100 standard road tyres for sale 
Crown wheel and pinions. All ratios. 
£22.76 retail. All loss 333% 

14—Dry sump black finned alloy rocker 
covers. All pushrod Fords. £2. 


lable mostly Ford, fer too numerous to mention, oxher pars being sold a 
DY rack and pinions, ‘ol pumps 


15—G800 with 13in_RS wheels. 

12 sets Ford stool main caps. £8 set 
Lotus Elan, Now hardtop SEil. (Cost 
new £120), £40. 

Standard Mexico type sholl 
white, complete with doors, 
bonnet, etc. £250. 

Capri rear window louvres. Sale price 


Painted 
boot, 


1000 ce steel! cranks, all Fords 5 main 
£48, 

1—Crossflow 83.5 mm, 5 main block 
with steel caps. £20. 

1300 ‘ce: Downdraught pushrod heads, 
complete with Nimonic valves, Titanium 
top caps, etc. £100. 

Limited ‘slip. differentials, 
used (various prices). 

Ex team Broadspeod Minilite rims with 
or without new and used tyres. 
“World Cup” rally 
complete. Retail £40.54, 
30—Mk Ill Cortina stoel wheels, £1 
each. 


New and 


Bcd RS0sing’ B/BOA “Erase Stee, ZE/MS 2600, ZF/Weslake, etc 
sd Sngine spares and race engise components. COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF, 


HOURS OF OPENING : SATURDAY, 4th MAY, 1974, 9 AM.6 P.M. 


SUNDAY, 5th MAY, 1974, 10 A.M.-5 P.M. 


Major items over £200 may be reserved by phoning Chris Bodsworth on 092-681 3181 before 5.20 9m Thursday, 2nd May, 1974. 


BROADSPEED 
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Gerry Marshall. 


BRANDS HATCH 


The yellow perit has finally done it! Nick Whiting’s Escort-FVC leads the DTV Firenza of 


Whiting beats Marshall 


After over two years of trying, Nick Whit- 
ing’s Ford Escort FVC has af last beaten 
Gerry Marshall's DTV Firenza round the 
Brands Hatch club circuit. It happened last 
‘Sunday at the Tunbridge Wells and Rochester 
jotor Club's 73/74 Brands Duo, this par- 
jeular meeting being postponed from its 
original January date. Sunday also heralded 
the confrontation between ail of last year's 
Mexleo Celebrity Race winners, the £100 first 
Prize and car stereo equipment going to Ber- 
‘ard Unett who, in fact, only finished seventh, 
but had the first undamaged car home, any 
scratch on a car disqualifying the driver. 
Tony Lanfranchi headed the 
field home 


first of all entertained by 
ight of 40 go-karts hurtling around the 
t circult. Grid positions are de 

mined by ballot, and the first race was won 
in fine style by Chris Doble's Baldwin Suzuki- 
‘engined Monza from current world champion 
(England has at last got a world champion) 
Reg Gange Jnr who started near the back of 
the grid. Doble also won the second kart 
race from Gange, both having to start this 
time from the back 

Thanks to a few non-starters, late entries 
John Homewood and Ray Calcutt were 
to take up their front row positions after 
being on the reserve list, was to be 
expected, their Kent Messenger Imps domi- 
nated the Rochester Trophy saloon event 
thelr race being even easier when fellow 
front row occupant John Walsh had to have 
his D&J Kitchen Planners Vickers Mini push- 

tarted, the fastest BL car only lasting a lap. 
Homewood led the way, tailed by Calcutt who 
‘saw his opportunity to relieve Homewood of 
the lead on lap four, the ex-policeman diving 
inside at Paddock. However, Homewood 
copied this manoeuvre at Clearways before 
the lap was over and they crossed the line 
side by side, Homewood having the line for 


the last lap to 
‘ut close to within a second. Trevor 
Springett made it an Imp 1-2-3 after a lonely 
drive, while after a race-long set-to Bob 
‘Shepherd's 850 Mini came fourth from John 
Watson's larger engined "bin. 

Mike Blanchet’s Lotus was missing from 
pole for the non-championship Formula Ford 
race, and the gap left just suited Barry Aitken- 

and he shot through from 
yecond row to take the lead at Paddock 
with Peruvian Jorge Koechlin’s Bob Bon: 
durant Racing School Elden in tow as they 
flashed across the line on the completion of 
lap one. For the first quarter of the 12-lap 
race half a dozen cars were involved battling 
for the lead. On lap two the Elden fell to 
third place behind Phil Dowsett’s Tay Garage 
Titan, however, one lap later the Peruvian 
led, and that's where he stayed. The Rostron 


held on to second place until the penultimate 
lap when Dowsett surprised Aitkenhead by 
nipping inside at Paddock, with Brian Song. 
hurst's Royale latching on’to the leading trio 
fon the last lap. Len Fletcher's Merlyn ws 
lucky to finish fifth after an incident at Kid- 
ney with Steve Bradley's SHARP Racing Van 
Diemen and Brendan Deschamps’ Hawke on 
the fifth lap, while John Poxon's Merlyn and 
Rob Orford's Hawke also had an incident to- 
gether which resulted in them both retiring 
‘against the Clearways barrier, 

Last week at Sne 
Brands Colin Folw 
Practising the Corbeau Seats S:litre Daf, 
which left just two cars on the front row, 
Gerry Marshall's Dealer Team Vauxhall Fir: 
enza and Nick Whiting’s All Car Equipe 
Escort FVC. As expected the Firenza took 
the lead at the start from the Escort while 
farther back, Terry Bragg spun his Lotus 
Cortina at Paddock and took off the f 
1300 car, the Cooper S of Stephen Soper. 
‘At the front, Whiting wasn't going to let Mar- 
‘Shall get away this time and he clung to his 
tail. Whiting saw a gap at Paddock on lap 
four and quick as a flash he was leading the 
droop ‘soot car. Marshall could only hang 
on for a couple of laps before the Escort 

tarted pulling away as they lapped the 
slower traffic, 3.8% being the difference 
the end of 10 laps. Such was the leader's 

that they almost lapped the DTV enemy 
Redjep with his 1600 Escort t/c, whi 
Mo Mendham took fourth place and the small 
class honours with his Cooper of 1002 cc. 
In the two and a half years that big Gerry 
has been racing the Firenza round Brands 
Hatch, the only other time he's been beaten 
was by Brian Muir's BMW last year. 

Bobbie Bell's F5000 Trojan had a hard 
job fending off the smaller machinery in the 
Ubre race. John Hardesty's BDA engined Brab- 
ham BT36 led from the outside of the front 
row from Bell and Peter Deal's Brabham- 
BT21B tc and ex-Modsports man Evan 
Clements in the Barwell Automotive Brab- 
ham BT28 BDA. Bell, in fact, had a big spin 
fon bottom straight on the warming-up lap, 
but he made no such mistake during the 
race and led at the end of the third lap. As 
well as losing the lead at Kidney Hardesty 
also lost second place to Clements’ rather 
Outdated chassis. However, a lap later he was 
Second again and this trio lapped in this 
order until lap seven when Hardesty had a 
moment up at Druids But a couple of laps 
later he was second again, and when trying 
to wrest the lead from the F5000, Hardesty 
spun_into retirement at Clearways, leaving 
the Trojan with just a 02s win over Cle: 
ments, while Deal came in third. 

‘All four classes in the Modsports race had 
representatives in the first four throughout 
the Promotosport Trophy race, those being 
involved were John Waterman's ex-Tony Shaw 
Maidstone Commercials Lid Jaguar E-type, 


David Hipperson’s J. K. Sportscars’ Midget, 
Barry Wood's fleet Ginetta G15 and Andy 
Fraser's ShellSport Marcos 3-litre. They com- 
pleted the first five laps in that order, separ- 
ated by only a couple of seconds, At Paddock 
on lap six, however, Wood and Fraser 
changed places, the Marcos also taking second 
place briefly on the last of the eight laps, but 
in the end, the quartet were covered by 2.4 8. 
‘The highlight of the day was undoubtedly 
the Shellsport Mexico race in which nearly 
all the 1973 winners were taking part. There 
was also a new innovation in that all cars 
bbe inspected after the rac 
cars with new marks on would be disqualified, 
all present damage being ringed with a 
crayon before the start. On pole sat David 
Purley in the “Team Harper” Mexico, For- 
mula 2's newest entrant Bob Harper taking 
a keen interest in David's efforts, while he 
was joined on the front row by Nick Whiting, 
and John Homewood who have had plenty 
of experience in these cars last year. The 
race, however, was between Purley and Colin 
Vandervell, although almost the entire field 
lapped as one long train throughout. Vander 
vell had already damaged one car in prac 
tice when he tried to take Paddock In top, 
the force being too much for one wh 
which promptly snapped off, although he 
to rest safely without touching anythin, 
didn't like that car anyway,” he said. af 
wards. With £100 going to the winner it was 
going to be a fraught race, Vandervell 
wasn't happy with his race car elther, the 
back axle apparently making a terrible noise 
It didn't seem to deter the performance, 
though, as he clung to Purley's tail, and it 


all came to a head on lap eight, when they 
both left their braking too late at Paddock 


left Tony Lanfranchi in the lead, and every: 


Tine that 


way . ther 
from John Lyon's 

of the transfers, and the rather irate Lan- 
franchi had to forfeit his star prize for no 
fault of his own. Chief damage inspector John 
Webb also disqualified Tony Graham-Enoch, 
Gerry Marshall, who gained a place on each 
of the last two laps by cutting across the 
grass at Clearway, Lella Lombardi, who flew 
in from Italy especially for the race and 
John Homewood, thus handing victory to a 
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The Joginder Singh/David Doig Mitsubishi Colt Lancer plods on to victory. 


Safari success for Singh 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


Pictures COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS 


‘nd Datsun, 


, 0 one would have given good money that 
to win the East African’ Safari. Apart from the fact that there were 
ivers than ever before representing teams like Peugeot, Lancia, Fiat, Alpine 

local drivers were in factory cars. Vie Preston Junior 
Mehta was driving a Lancla Fulvla. Ed: 


was in a works prepared Porsche, Bert Shankland and Peter Huth were driving for Peugeot 


and Robin Ulyate for Fiat . 


« «and, oh yes, there wi 


Joginder Singh with David Doig 


In that funny Colt Lancer made by Mitsubishi tn Japan. 


As the Safari is the graveyard of hopes and 
unpredictable at the best of times, it should 
be no surprise to Tearn that Joginder won in 
fine style by a margin of twenty eight minutes 
from the Chipstead of Kens 

Carrera of Bjorn Waldey 

His 1600 sohe Japanese amal 
and an Escort went like a train throughout 
the event whereas nearly every other car in 
the rally which finished had some problem or 
another. Waldegaard had problems with the 
trailing arm on his rear suspension and lost 
well over an hour having it changed while 
third place men, Sandro Munari/Lofty Drews, 
had an assortment of minor suspension prob- 
Jems. with their Lancia Fulvia. Harry 
Kallstrom/Claes Billstam finished a very con- 
sistent fourth with their works prepared Dat- 
sun 260Z but they too had long stops to 
repair the car. However, Datsun did very well 
by taking fifth place with Zully Remtulla/ 
Nizar Jivani in the second 2602 while they 
collected sixth place and the team prize by 
Tending a recce 1800 SSS to Rauno Aaltonen 
who drove with Wolfgang Stiller. The two 
surviving Peugeots from the works team fin- 
Ished in seventh and eighth places and since 
all three of the overseas crews In the team 
had retired, these were crewed by Bert 
Shankland/Chris Bates and Peter Huth/Philip 
Hechle. Both these cars had suffered problems 
with their gearboxes and Huth had lost well 
over an hour having his changed. Vie Preston 
Junior/Roger Barnard brought the lone Escort 
RS into ninth place after a good drive spoilt 
‘only by two long delays, one mechanical and 
‘one with the car stuck. while Robin Ulyate/ 
Ivan Smith finished tenth in the sole surviving 
Fiat Abarth Spyder. 
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‘What will be remembered longer than any: 
thing else about this rally will be the cancel 
lation of ‘sections in a wholesale. fash'on 
brought about by the heavy rains that fe 
in the period just preceding the rally. What 
with the complete re-shaping of the rally just 
1 few days bofer the start and then the havoc 
caused when eighty per cent of the entry was 
stuck in the mud some three hours after the 
rally had started, it is scarcely to be regarded 
as a classic event. Indeed, the whole basis 
and substance of the Safari ethic has been 
called into question by the cancellation of the 
Section where the bog-up cecurred and many 
Of the ‘drivers were dissatisfied with the 
decision. It is Incidental to the matter of 
whether the decision to cancel was in. the 
true Safari trad'tion, but the re-instatement of 
that section would ‘have given a completely 
different result to the rally. Perhaps those most 
annoyed that it was cancelled were those 
drivers, especially the overseas ones, who blew 
up engines and axles trying to get out of the 
section and on with the rally never imagining 
that the organisers would cancel a section 
through which some twenty cars had success- 
fully passed. 


ENTRY 


‘With nineteen seeded FIA drivers in the 
original entry list, the Safari showed that it 
fs still capable of attracting an excellent entry. 
Well over one hundred entries were received 
and even after scrutineering, there were still 
hinety-nine. starters which is something of & 
Tecord for this event 

Biggest publicity spinners for this year’s 
event without doubt were the Alpine Renault 


team who had four official cars entered with a 
semi-supported RIG for Marie-Claude 
Beaumont. The works cars were two Alpines 
to be driven by Jean-Luc  Therier/Vincent 
Laverne and Bernard Darniche/Alain Mahé 
plus two Renault 17s for Jean-Pierre Nicol 


Jaubert. The Alpines were much a! 
nd differed very little from the fam- 
ilinr rally cars that swept all before chem In 
‘urope last year. The suspension was not set 
fe high as it had been seen in Morocco nor 
was the expedient of using fifteen Inch wheels 
that had been tried in Sweden adopted for 
this rally. The 178 had evidently benefited 
greatly from the testing done by Jean-Francois 
Piot after the Bandama rally and were now 
fitted with a much modified suspension which 
Renault are hoping to market in kit form in 
the very near future, Basically it comprises 
reinforced wishbones at the front with an 
Improved steering arm designed to reduce /he 
amount of braking-induced steering that often 
occurs with front wheel drive cars. ‘The en- 
Rines were 1,774ce versions of the R16 engine 
Which also powers the Alpine and featured 
slightly reduced compression ratios and gave 
170 bhp at 7000 rpm. The gearbox is the 
five spe:d box originally developed for the 
RI2 and it fitted with a ZF limited slip 
differential. 

‘This was the first time ever that the Alpine 
team had been to the Safari and frankly they 
had a pretty seedy introduction to it as they 
hit the first of the rains during practice and 
spent most of their time recovering thelr 
ars from where they had been swept away 
in swollen rivers. Also in East Africa for the 
first time were the Fiat team with three of 
their Fiat Abarth Spyders. They had made 
quite a clever move in taking into the team 
along with regular crews Alcide Paganelli/ 

jini Russo and Sergio Barbasio/Piero Solano, 
Robin Ulyate and Ivan Smith who had driven 
so well in last year's Safari with a Fiat 1255. 
Last September, these two local drivers trav- 
elled to Turin for meetings with Fiat engin- 
feers and the result of that and the testing that 
they have done subsequently in East Africa 
resulted in a car much better able to give a 
good result on the Safari than it might have 
done a year ago. The team came to the Safari 
fresh from 2 1-2-3 victory on the TAP Rally 
and was consequently in good spirits even for 
this strange event. 


3 


‘The other Italian team of Lancia have been 
to the Safari many times before but with no 
‘greater success than in 1969 when they won 
‘their class with the Fulvia and when Sandro 
Munari was leading so decisively in 1970 be- 
fore his accident. Munari again headed thei 

two-car team accompanied by Lofty Drews, 
perhaps East Africa's best known co-driver. 
He won the Safari last year with Shekhar 
Mehta who was not far away crewing the 


id the only 
fault found with them at scrutineering was the 
painting of the entrant's name on the front 
‘wing—as if you could miss it elsewhere! 
Datsun was not officially entered in the rally 
but despite that there were two 260Zs for 
Harry Kallstrom/Claes_Billstam and Zully 
Remtulla/Nizar Jivani. Externally identical to 
the old 2402 except for the name on the 
back, the Increased engine size gave these 
ears’ more torque rather than considerably 
more power. Rauno Aaltonen found himself 
the wheel of one of last year’s 1800 SSS 
that had been used on recce this year. 
ori been entered with Lars 
“s Opel Ascona but had arrived in 
Ennt ‘Africa with Wolfgang ‘Stier and they 
were due to drive in his BMW 2002 Ti. The 
only problem was that it got lost somewhere 
In the alrways and did not arrive in time 
hi arranged to 
Joan them the 1800 SSS. Another minor panic 
tn the Datsun camp concerned Rosemary 
Smith and Pauline Gullick who had bee 
‘ed_in the Desal Motors 1600 but 
suffered an accident Just before the rally 
they too had to take an 1800 which 1 
two gearbox changes before scrutineering a: 
lot of patience on the part. of the 
Scrutineers before It got into the parc fermé 
the morning before the rally was due to start. 
‘The Peugeot team was perhaps the strongest 
in all respects; it had a car which was just 
nearing the end of a very rigourous develop: 
ment schedule and was equally at home on 
rough roads or in muddy conditions; It had 
four of Europe's top drivers and it had two 
of the best locals with an enviable Safa 
record; and it had the combined experience 
of French mechanics from the factory plus 


the resources and experience of the local 
, Marshalls, who have competed in the 
ri almost since it was conceived. Their 


cars were all 504 injection saloons with Timo 
Makinen/John Davenport, Hannu Mikkola/ 
Jean Todt and Ove Andersson/Arne Hertz 
‘opting for the slightly more powerful 175 bhp 
engines while Shankland and Huth used the 
160 bhp engine. The sixth car was to have 
been crewed by Tony Fall/Mike Wood but 
Fall's recent commitment to the or 
Opel GB's competition programme left him 
very short of rece time and he withdrew. The 
‘car was then crewed by Achim Warmbold and 
Atso Aho but unfortunately Wai 
injured In a road accident in a 
few days before the rally and could not 
compete. Thus Peugeot were down to five 
cars even before the rally began. 

Porsche had turned up again with th 
three Carrera RSs that they ran I 


with a range of sponsors including the entrant 
of two. car 


Chipstead of Kensington who 


‘Thorselius and Bill Fritchy/Peter Moon while 
Edgar Herrmann/Hans Schuller had found 
their own sponsorship from Nakufreight and 
the travel agents Kuhne and Nagel. The 
engines of these “cars were again virtually 
and the only changes were to the 
jension which was definitely higher than 
st year and featured some special Bilstein 
shock absorbers of especially long stroke on 
the two Chipstead cars while Herrmann had 
‘opted for Boge equipment. The other major 
as that all three cars were running 
tyres of the MS 35 variety. 
Klaus Russling from Austria and Bert Dolk 
from Holland who were to have driven as 
national champions of their countries under 
the special East African Airways invitation 
scheme were non-starters, but the promised 
team of Fiat Polski 124s arrived from Poland 
with thelr resident attraction, Andriej 


Ed 


Jaroszewicz who is the twenty-elght-year-old 
son of the Polish prime minister. His co-driver 
was Marien Bien who has done the Safari 
several times with Zasada and the team was 
completed by Macie) Stawowiak/Jan Czyzyk 
and Robert Mucha/ Ryszard Zyszkowskl. 
Ford had no team in the Safari this year 
but supplied the re-built Peter Shiyukah car 
from last year to Vie Preston Junior. He had 
such miserable luck driving the 2-litre BDA 
here in England that he and Roger Barnard 
decided to opt for the slightly less powerful 
but allegedly more reliable 1800 steel unit 
Japanese cars were very much in evidence 
amongst the private entrants with the new 
Colt Galants and Lancers appearing with 
experienced drivers as Joginder Singh, 
Davinder Singh, Jim Noon, Prem Choda and 
Ernest van Leeve from Zambia. The two local 
girls, Ann Taieth/Sylvia King stuck by Datsun 
and ‘drove an 1800 SSS but Gerry Davies/ 
Pippa Law-Grieg tried a new Galant while 
Pat Neylan/David Winney were faithful once 
‘again to their Mazda Coupé. It Is rare to find 
local drivers in exotic European cars but Jack 
Simonian was Kenya rally champion last year 
in an Alfa Romeo and saw no reason why he 
shouldn't do well In the Safari with one. His 
car was 2 GTAM supported by the local 
importers and co-driven by Mike Hart. One 
of the very few people who had travelled 
over virtually unaided from Europe were Arnie 
Poole/Kenny Johnston. They had brought thelr 
BMW 2002 from Ireland and were sponsored 
in the rally by Thika Cloth Mills. Finally, 
there was the first ever entry from two 
African girls, Mary Ondieki and Pamela 
‘Anyango, who were driving « Colt Galant. 


THE CHANGES 


‘There have been plenty of articles in the 
British press about what the 1974 Safari wi 
going 0 be like if the recce of the route 
anything to go by. The organisers had chosen 
two loops in the Northern Frontier Region 
which comprised desert roads very similar to 
those used in Morocco. and these were going 
to provide the meat of what was to be the 
toughest Safari of all time. Some really 
impossible times had been set on them and 
even the works crews were sitting round 
‘and calculating what chances they had of 
staving within the maximum lateness. Peugeot 
and Datsun were quite happy with the rough 
cholce of route as they felt that It could sult 
thelr cars much better than the Porsches. or 
Alpine: 

@ bit scared about wi 
dying of thirst ! 

AS It turned out, no one need have worried 
about that fate for more water fell on th 
regions in the week preceding the rally than 
has done for the past ten years in total. The 
six year drought came to a fast halt and the 
ivers filled and sand beds flooded. The 
organisers postnoned a decision to cut these 
loons until the last moment in the hone that 
things would dry out, but reoeated efforts to 
ret cars through all met with failure and 
rather than have the rally stooped out In the 
desert they decided to ont for the devil that 
thev knew. The route thus followed much the 
same roads as last year, though in a different 

make up the distance on the 
. the circuit of Mount Kenva was 

The second loon instead of hei 
ing out Into the desert north of Sigor. half 
way through the old Tot section, the original 
route was followed through Tot village and 
then_up the Chesol escaroment followed by 
the Tambach escarpment descent to the Kerio 
river before re-ioining the route as planned 
before Nakuru. The third leg of the rally was 
to take in a lot of the best rally country to 
the south-east of Nelrobi plus all that is 
available at the coast near Mombasa, but here 
the rains filled so many rivers that it was 
impossible to cross them and finally the third 
leg comorised many hundreds of miles on 
the main Nairobi-Mombasa rosd with just 
the Taita Hills section twice plus what was 
planned at the coast 


RALLY 


‘The start of the rally and indeed all the 
route was this year within Kenya since 


EER 


differences of opinion with Tanzania and 
Uganda could not be resolved. Their loss was 
the rally's gain and the competitors found 
things much more to thelr liking with no 
necessity for visas, carnets and the other 
paraphernalia of frontier crossings. This was 
especially true of service crews but if they now 
did not have to cross borders with tons of 
Spare parts, the route as originally planned 
did set problems of getting service into the 
remote areas. Thus most of the works teams 
had availed themselves of VHF radios in the 
rally and service cars plus at least one aero- 
plane as a flying beacon to co-ordinate service 
activities. With the shortening of the route, 
the problems were nowhere near so great but 
the aeroplane/radio networks came into their 
own when during the rally the route and 
time schedules were again changed and by 
moving service cars, advantage could be taken 
Of the extra time allowed. 

‘The actual start was from outside Nairobi 
City Hall despite the absurd fact that the 
government was charging the rally for the 
Use of the venue plus the lost revenue from 
the parking meters. Such lunacy in face of 
‘the fact that the Safari must bring something 
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ke two hundred thousand pounds worth of 
foreign currency into Nairobi during a five 
week period gives the whole thing a some- 
‘what bizarre feeling. Still start it did at City 
Hall with the Vice-President, Mr Daniel arap 
Mal, flagging off the first four cars in warm 
sunshine. His previous admonition to the 
Kenyans to show visitors to their country 
their usual hospitality and friendly attitude” 
was soon forgotten, however, and there were 
many reports of cars being stoned by on- 
Tokers even before they had got beyond the 
city boundaries. The stone throwing seemed 
to be pretty indiscriminate with Waldegaard, 
Barbasio and Herrmann among those hit but 
one stone penetrated the windscreen of a 
Citroen entered from Madagascar and pieces 
of glass lodged in the eye of the Zambian 
co-driver Jean-Paul Decorps. He was rushed 
to hospital in Nairobi and the last news was 
that he may lose the sight of his eye. 

‘The first few sections were on for the faster 
drivers but out by the new Kindaruma Dam 
‘as the cars started to head for the foothills 
of Mount Kena, there were a couple of heavy 
showers and the seeded drivers started to lose 
‘a few minutes, with the exception of Junior 
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Preston who cleaned the section into Muso- 
noke. Ove Andersson was a bit slow here as 
he had the protection plate coming loose 
from the bottom of a rear shock absorber 
and he stopped in the service on the next 
Section to have it firmly bolted into place. In 
fone of the ocher Peugeots, Hannu Mikkola 
had 8 fuse blow which caused his warning 
light for the oil pressure to come on but 4. 
reassuring word from the Peugeot aircraft 
crewed by Bill Parkinson and Gunnar Hagg 
bom, and the fuse was fixed and che light 
put out. The first major retirement came just 
before this when Jack Simonian’s Alfa Romeo 
GTAM came to halt with the valves inopera- 
tive due to a camshaft failure. 

From Musonoke, the route skirted Embu 
and joined the old Embu-Meru rally road at 
Runenjies and it wasn't long after the first 
‘cars had entered this section that they began 
to encounter heavy rain. Now it had been rain- 
ing every evening on this road for the past 
ten days so that it was not long before it 
was in a prime state of muddiness end on 


Unmistakably Africa. The Sandro Munari/Lofty Drews Lancla Fulvia HF. 


Embu/Meru that is as muddy as it can get 
Mikkola as first car found the lorry first, 
some thirty kilometres fram the end of the 
mud and the Nkubu control. He slid badly 
‘as he went round it and the Peugeot got 
Stuck against the bank behind the lorry. So 
far down was it that the second car, the 
Peugeot of team-mate Makinen who’ had 
already passed Barbasio, Andersson and Dar- 
niche, never saw him and was most amazed 
to find himself first on the road at Mert 
control, Even Makinen who did fastest time 
fon this section with 27 minutes lost had to 
push past private cars stuck in the road so 
the havoc that ensued as ninety-eight rally 
cars at two minute intervals piled into the 
section can well be imagined. For the locals, 
i was probably the best night they ever had 
for not only did they take money for pushing 
cars, but sometimes they just took i and ran 
away or, less frequently, stole it from the 
cars. Aziz Yakub in a Datsun 1800 SSS 
had all his petrol money for the whole event 
stolen and when he finally got going, he had 


3 


‘Shekhar Mehta amuses the local crowd as he splashes through. 


to borrow money from other drivers. Pat head gaskets through overheating the engines 
Neylan blew the differential on his Mazda and though they ot out to Nkubu, they 
while trying to ascend one glutinous hill and, _resired, a decision they might not have made 
though they locked the car doors before get: if they had realised that there was even a 
ting underneath to work on the car, they likelihood of the organisers scrubbing the 
were interrupted by the sound of tinkling glass section. A similar fate befell Marie-Claude 
and by the time they were up, their money  Beaumont/Martine de la Grandrive in the 
‘and a camera had gone Renault 16 while Gerry Davies spent so tong 

Condemnation of the avarice of the local getting through with her Colt Galant that 
Inhabitants was practically universal and ¢o she too called it a day. Therier had run into 


pay fifteen pounds to be pushed up a si 
hill was not unusual. About the first fifteen he 


ele trouble of a different kind on the section for 
miscalculated his petrol consumption 


cars—the FIA seeded group—got through and had run out of petrol but with all the 
without big problems and ‘the provisional hanging about and pushing, he was able to 
classification at Nkubu showed the position take some on from a team mate, 

to be Makinen (Peugeot) 27 minutes, Munari Back at HQ, the supply of information 
(Lancia) 30 mins, Waldegaard (Porsche) 32 from this area was rather poor as electrical 
mins, Preston (Escort) 34 mins, Barbasio storms had interfered with the radio com: 
(Fiat) 37 mins, Andersson (Peugeot) 38 mins, munications to the control and no local initia 
Mehta (Lancia) 49 mins and Mikkola tive came forward to rescue the situation 
Peugeot) 51 mins. As these cars cleared Unable to believe that merely mud had stop: 
Meru and got on with the rest of the rally, ped the cars, the organisers Hstened to 
eighty per cent of the entry was still trying rumours of fallen bridges and undermined 
to get through. These included the two works roads. They consulted the CSI representa- 
Renault R175 which eventually blew their tives cn the spct who recommended that 


Remtulla/Jivant, Datsun 2602, were fifth overall and Datsun team prize contributors. 


lunder no circumstances should the section 
be cancelled now that so many cars had 
passed through it, but nevertheless chey 
decided to do so. This meant that all those 
cars that managed to get out, almost no 
matter how late, were able £0’ continue in 
the rally without penalty from that section 
or indeed the shor: tarmac one into Meru, 
Naturally it was not immediately evident to 
the crews that were arriving in Meru 
thirteen hours behind schedule that he rally 
was still on for them as the maximum per- 
mitted lateness was twelve hours and con- 
sequently many of them gave up the rally 
and headed for home. Those that did con- 
tinue ran round the northern loops long after 
the first cars on the road and indeed were 
often mixing it with the leaders who were 
fon their second lap of Mount Kenya, Their 
biggest problem came when they got back to 
Nairobi and instead of having fourteen hours’ 
sleep like the front runners, they just had 
time for a snack and then were pushed straight 
‘out on the second leg. 

Back with the leaders who were passing 
Meru for the first time at nine o'clock in th 
evening, they still had to face a rotten little 
section ‘through to Lembollo where a brid 
was down but a diversion arranged through 
the grounds of someone's farm. In the muddy 
swamp that passed for a road. after this, 
Junior Preston got the Escort bogged and 
‘spent just over an hour getting it cut. Fastest 
car was Makinen who was the leader on the 
road as well, with Mikkola, Andersson and 
Waldegaard only a minute behind him. Mehta 
was stuck for twenty minutes here but 
Munari was right with the Peugeots though 
both he and the Fists dropped time to them 
on the long fast run up to Maralal. From 
there che route turned south towards Thomp- 
son's Falls which was scheduled as a rest hale 
and Makinen and Mikkola continued to pull 
ahead though both the Peugeots nearly ran 
Out of petrol going to Maralal when a service 
pick-up failed to deliver sufficient petrol to 
their service point in Meru, Waldegaard bit 
trouble when the bolts holding bis rear 
suspension arm to the body came loose and 
he checked i at Thompson's Falls with just 
one bolt holding the arm to the torsion bar. 
He lost thirty-five minutes going out from 
the control to change the clamping plate. 

Before coming up to the second loop at 
Musenoke again, the rally had to traverse a 
very sticky section on the west slopes of 
Mount Kenya where Makinen got through OK 
but behind Mikkola and many others 
were stuck for times of ten to twenty minutes, 
The organisers had decided not to risk the 
survivors of the rally at another attempt on 
Embu/Meru so the competitors used the old 
main road and thus had over forty minutes 
for service in Meru. This enabled Makinen 
to change a drive shaft which had lost its 
protective rubber covering from the universal 
joint and i was interesting to see that the 
Fiats were suffering from the same problem 
probably as a result of so much work in the 
mud. Barbasio lost time changing @ shaft on 
the second run to Maralal. The rally was 
‘about to lose its leader but first he got stuck 
ln the second passage of the swamp of Lem- 
bolio and lost seven minutes reducing his lead 
to just under half an hour, Then on leaving 
Maralal, the Peugeot engine stopped with no 
oll pressure and no spark. It was eventually 
noticed that the camshaft must be broken 
between cylinders one and two and the cause 
was a broken cam follower that had wedged 
self behind the cam. 

With Makinen sidelined, Andersson was 
now the leader as Therier ‘suffered a broken 
front wishbone and lost almost two hours 
going out from Thompson's Falls the second 
time. However, Mikkola was pulling up and 
when Andersson had to lose ten. minutes 
going in from service to the Nairobi control 
fat the end of the leg when a reluctant rear 
shock absorber would not budge, Mikkola led 
the rally by nine minutes from Joginder. The 
Cait driver had benefited from having Embu/ 
Meru scrubbed to the tune of two hours and on 
all the other sections he had a good fast run 
with no dramas and no time lost for service. 
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Peter Huth in his similar Peugeot had lost 
‘even more synchromesh on more gears and 
decided to have it changed at Nairobi which 
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‘and had to wait two hours for the Alpine 
mechanics to get another one into him via a 
Private car. He continued but a few sections 
later the engine expired and he had finished 
hhis first Safari, Kim Mandeville/Bob Grunsell 
spent quite a bit of time fetding up their 
Audi 80 going out from Nairobi but to no 
avail for the front struts went only a few 
‘hours into the second leg and they were forced 
to retire. Bill Fritchy/Peter Moon who had 
Jost half an hour on the first leg with closed 
points but were now making up time nicely 
in their Porsche, were stopped for another 
‘twenty minutes on the way to Narok when 
their battery boiled dry. ‘They got going 
‘again by stopping a local driver in a Datsun 
‘and buying his car's battery from him. 

‘Almost at the same spat, Junior Preston 
hit his second piece of bad luck. On leaving 
the service point, he had left a big pool of oll 
behind his Escort and the crew had radioed 
ahead to his Dad in the aeroplane. When 
radio communication had stopped the Escort 
from blowing up the engine, the plane cooly 
landed on the road ahead of it and Preston 
Senior set about mending the split in the 
sump with a borrowed welding kit. The 
repair cost an hour and forty minutes as it 
was mecessary 10 remove the sump and its 
guard before the weld could be managed 
high above the steering rack. 

‘Mikkola now in the lead on the road and 
on points, started to find that his engine 
would not pull maximum revolutions and as 
his desperation rose, so the rev counter sank 
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standard one from the factory instead of the 
homologated reinforced part. 

most difficult stage with ehe Tot and Tambach 
sections. The link here was the infamous 
Chesoi 


cars had been stuck. The rally cars found 


ne 
‘signs of fatigue and here they gave up the 


wheeled 50 despite spending a lot of time on 
the escarpment, he got. up and continued. 
Nearly everyone was stuck for some time here 


their industry. The Porsche of Fritchy got u 
the worst part only to discover that it had a 
leak in one of the pipes to the front oil cooler, 
and before they could get to a service point 
to get enough oll to continue, the engine had 


overseas drivers. Waldegaard had gone very 
well and led Joginder by thirty six minutes 
land in their struggle together, they had com- 
pletely outdistanced Munani who was another 
one hour and forty seven minutes behind the 
Colt Lancer. Thirty. 


place while just one minute behind them lay 
‘Aaltonen with his borrowed Datsun 1800. He 
had suffered quite a lot of time loss with a 
mysterious electrical failure that had several 
times brought the car to a dead halt and it 
was only during the second loop that he had 
discovered the broken lead that was open- 
circuiting occasionally in the LT connection 
between. distributor ‘and coll. Ten minutes 
behind him, Remtulla and Shankland, both 
from Tanzania were four minutes apart with 
Peter Huth another forty minutes back in 
ninth place. Tenth was Preston's Ford just 
three hundred and one minutes behind the 


‘The third leg had lost much of its meat 
due to cancelled sections 30 the cars were 
faced with a two hundred mile drive down t 
main road on Sunday morning before they 
could get stuck into the Taita Hills, Shankland, 
who thought that his. differential was on its 
ast legs, was relieved to find that the nolse 
was only caused by cold oll, but then in the 
Taitas he came to a halt with a short circuit, 
He discovered the fault after twenty minutes’ 
searching for the main lead to the starter 
motor which had come astray and fixed it him- 
self. Poor Davinder was unlucky enough to 
break a driveshaft and lost two hours changing 
it on the side of the road. At the same time, 
Herrmann started to run into problems with 
the front suspension on his Porsche. Part of 
the strut broke and the car hit a bank which 
tore the steering rack loose from the body. 
‘Ace fixer, Hans Schuller, managed to wedge 
the steering in with a piece of wood but the 
car was in no fit state to continue as it only 
Possessed lock in one direction and that 
limited, s0 they retired. Waldegaard who had 
looked’ an easy winner himself hit trouble 
coming out of the Taitas when the rear arm 
that had given trouble on the first leg, col- 
lapsed coming out to the main road at 
Maungu. The mechanics set to work to char 

it bur the time loss was well aver an hi 
‘and twenty minutes which disposed of his 
handy lead. Waldegaard did his best but with 
So few competitive sections left, he was only 
able to take a total of thirteen minutes back 
‘off Joginder before the rally was finished. 

Aaltonen was having trouble with punctur 
and he reckoned that during the whole event 
he had as many as twelve, In any case he lost 
time to Remtulla in the 260Z and consequently. 
dropped from fifth to sixth overall. Literally 
in the last sections of the rally, Mehta lost his 
clutch in the Lancia and despite losing time 
in the service, he could not get it disengaged. 
Worried as he was about the ability of the 
engine to start, he created havoc at the 
but one time control by driving continually 
round in circles until it was his time to leave! 

‘The final count back in Nairobi was just 
sixteen with the girls, Rosemary Smith and 
Pauline Gullick bringing up the end of thi 
field with due honour to win the Ladies Awar 
‘At one point, they had even been pushed by 
two men who descended by helicopter when 
they were stuck in the mud, but most of the 
time they were too tired to tell whether the 
things at the side of the road were trees or 
people. 

‘Once again the old problem of “can an over- 
seas driver win the Safari?” seems to ha 
been posed and it would seem that even in a 
year that sees the route pruned down a bit, 
the fates are not kind to visitors. 
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Road test 


Datsun 2602 body pressings rem 


iin unaltered though the interior is re-styled. 


Smoother quicker 260Z 


It Is well known that, during the past four 
years, the Datsun 240Z has become the 
World's most popular sports car, largely 
through having won almost a monopoly of 
the Iutcrative USA market. Britain now has no 
car to equal it, except perhaps the TVR. 
Which is made in rather limited quantities 
‘The Japanese car hit the jackpot because It 
had a lot of performance yet a moderate fuel 
consumption, It was small and of very sport: 
ing appearance, but was completely practical 
for town use oF business journeys. 

In replacing the 2402 by the 2602. the 
manufacturers have been careful to make as 
few changes as possible. It was necessary t 


make some basic alterations, in the interest 


of reducing pollution, and the compression 
ratio had to be lowered to suit lead-free fuel 
To reduce the performance would not be 


acceptable: so the engine size was increased 
by fitting a longer-throw crank, the stroke 
noing up by 5.3mm, The new engine meets all 
the requirements and there is a small increase 
both in maximum power and torque, which 
has permitted a change in final drive ratio 
from’3.9 to 3.7 to 1. The two lowest gears of 
the five-speed box have also been closed up a 
little and a tyre size that puts more rubber 
fon_the road has been adopted. 

‘The same body pressings have been re- 


The 2602 corners well with less understeer than its predecessor. 


by John Bolster 


ained, though the interior has been re-styled 
fm accordance with the latest trends. As 
always. the suspension is independent ail 
round on the MacPherson system and the 
rack and pinion steering needs less than three 
turns from lock to lock. There is an anti-roll 
bar in front and the springs have been slightly 
stiffened, partly because of a small increase 
in weight. The straight-six engine cannot be 
mounted too far forward or the weight distri- 
bution would be impaired, so the fairly long 
bonnet must be accepted, but this is a tradi- 
tional sports car feature which many people 
still admire. ‘The scuttle Is fairly high and 
‘@ short driver might want to raise the seat 

‘The body is strictly a two-seater, with 
enough room for the biggest occupants. The 
opening rear window Is controlled by tele- 
scopic struts and there are straps to secure 
the luggage on @ spacious platform which is, 
however, in view of miscreants outside. The 
spare wheel is enclosed in a case beneath 
this. platform, alongside the petrol tank. 
Everything Is well arranged for the driver's 
convenience and a comfortable position can 
be found by people of varying sizes, 

‘The choke must be used for a while until 
the engine is warm, but the unit then shows 
trie six-cylinder flexibility. For clty driving, 
a change of leverage might be beneficial tn 
the throttle linkage, the butterflies tending to 
‘open rather sharply from the closed position 
Unless a little care Is exercised. The five- 
speed gearbox is superb, with a light change 
and close ratios. Fourth and fifth gears can 
be used at quite low speeds, which is perhai 
why the bigger engine actually seems to be 
more economical than its predecessor. 

‘One might expect the already good accelera- 
tion to be improved and certainly the car pulls 
its high gearing well. Yet, the combination of 
this ratio with the wider tyres makes a racing 
stare difficult, unless one is willing to punish 
the clutch. This I refuse to do, and so there 
was a slight tendency to fluff ‘just after the 
zetaway ; below 60 mph I was therefore not 
Quite abie to equal my figures for the 240Z. 
However, life isn't all racing starts and w 
40 mph Bottom gear is ideal for sharp bends. 

The engine peaks at 5600 rpm and there 
eems little point in going over 6000 rpm, 
even when obtaining the best possible 
Acceleration figures. Curiously enough, the rev: 
Counter is marked yellow from 6500 to 7000, 
‘where the red starts, but this seems somewnat 
unwise with the longer stroke now adopted. 
T'went up to 7000 rpm once, but never again, 
for the crank goes through a torsional period 
at around that speed. It is possible that the 
Fev-counter of the test car was reading slow 
at the top end, and that I over-revved in con. 
Sequence, but I would prefer the red section 
to start $00 rpm earlier. The gear speeds in 
my data panel are given for 6500 rpm in the 
lower gears but the car will not exceed 
5700 rpm in fifth, so the new gear ratio is 
just about spot on. ‘The highly’ satisfactory 
127 mph maximum of the 260Z is just 2 mph 
up on the 240Z. 

‘The Datsun is perhaps a bit nolsy when 
accelerating, though the exhaust note is a 
joy to the enthusiast and it does not seem to 
attract unwelcome attention. Cruising on a 
high gear, the car is delightfully effortiess, 
and at 90 mph on a whiff of throttle it is 
outstandingly quiet for a sports car. On 
bumpy roads some thumping is heard and 
sandpaper surfaces create a roaring noise, 
but wind noise is only audible above about 
100 mph. ‘The machine is very steady at 
speed but side winds tend to deflect it when 
travelling at over 110 mph, Such speeds are 
somewhat academic at the moment, unfor- 
tunately. 

‘The 2602 comers very well, perhaps with 
a shade less understeer than its predecessor. 
The steering is quite light, except when 
taking very sharp corners; sensitive and 
quick, it is responsible for much of the 
Car's character. A tall-out attitude can be 
achieved on really fast bends, but the rear- 
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Road test 


end sticks down well with no tendency to 
break away, though a succession of bumps 
may call for a little correction. The ride is 
fairly firm at low speeds but smooths out at 
higher cruising rates, though the 260Z always 
feels like a sports car. 


‘The brakes are entirely adequate for normal 
road use and are always 


anywhere near the fading point — there's 
Plenty of warning if it does begin to happen, 
anyway. 

Similarly, the lights are reasonable 
fairly fast motoring but better unes are avail 
able for 

y. In standard form, this Datsun is a fast 
car that will delight the man who enjoys 
Feally potent sports model for his everyday 
Griving. It would be much heavier if it were 
Seprived of Its roof, £0 a fixed-head coupe 
seems to be the only solution if maximum per- 
formance is required 


It must be admitted that I needed two 


Above: High scuttle for ahort drivers. Below : Traditional long bonnet appearance, 


lights failed and it sulked when 1 
pressed the stopwatches for speed tests. Dur 
Ing all our own troubles, it's nice to know 


that the Japanese can make 
Dut the second one was as fast and 
we have come to expect of Datsuns. 


ce straight six engine produces 162 bhp at 5600 rpm. 
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Datsun Success 1974 
EAST AFRICAN SAFARI RALLY 


4th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
5th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
6th OVERALL—DATSUN 1800 


TEAM PRIZE DATSUN 
Ladies Award —Rosemary Smith|/Pauline Gullick —Datsun 260Z 


More and more people are buying more and 

more Datsuns than any other make of car, 

because more and more people want Datsuns 
and we don’t sell other makes at : 


ee eee ere | | CONTINENTAL MOTOR SERVICES 


DATSUN 


has come to Holloway 


Telephone : 01-272 4844 596-598 Seven Sisters Road, 
London, N16. 
100% DATSUN DEALERS quid onace weer cerenenn 
Look for the Esso sign “TATSUN 
opposite Wedmore Street ee DATSUN 


See the NEW _.... 
DATSUN260Z 22: §& 


at Ancaster Garages... 1/Qj// 


Croydon Rd. London S.E.20. ws: 


TRY THE 2602 FOR YOURSELF 
UST CALLIN AND ASK FORA 


TEST-DRIVE ! 


/7__ ON YOUR 260Z WHEN YOU BUY — 
ON HIRE PURCHASE (a 
@ TOP PART-EXCHANGE Se) 
ALLOWANCES I os 
DAT UN © LIMITED SELECTION OF COLOURS 

IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

CROYDON RD. PENGE,S.E.20. 01-778 8981 SHERMAN RD., BROMLEY, KENT 01-460 0622 
Ancaster Try 


38 AUTOSPORT. APRIL 25, 1974 


| Datsun Success 1974 
EAST AFRICAN SAFARI RALLY 


4th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
5th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
6th OVERALL—DATSUN 1800 


TEAM PRIZE DATSUN 
Ladies Award —Rosemary Smith/Pauline Gullick — Datsun 260Z 


DATSUN 260Z MARTINS OF SOUTHAM 


Oxford Street Garage Ltd 
‘ " " Southam, 
for immediate delivery from Lgamington ‘Spa, 
Wi iro. 


A. F. TANN LTD, A complete range of current Datsun models 
Green Lane, in stock, 


Worcester Park, For all your enquiries 
Surrey. Tel : 01-337 0113. Tel : 092-681 2181. 


_BATSUN -BATSUN 


LULWORTH GARAGE 


EAST LULWORTH, 
Nr. WAREHAM, 
DORSET 


Main Dealers Purbeck area 
Tel: West Lulworth 283 


COME AND SEE THE QUICK | AZAT SUA 


260Z IN OUR SHOWROOMS NOW 


KINGSTON HILL MOTOR WORKS LTD. 


163 LONDON ROAD, KINGSTON, SURREY 
Tel.: 01-549 1344 


ENQUIRE ABOUT OUR SPECIAL HP 
Teams wince couco-cur yous” AMAT SUAL ‘We ave 0 2602 in metalic bie fr Aare 
FINANCE’ ‘CHARGES. BY. NEARLY delivery, ox stock 
————— | —_——— 
SHIP DATSUN MAIN DEALERS IN 
SERVICE STATION ELY + CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
ISLAND ROAD, STURRY, CANTERBURY, KENT “DATSUN 
FOR THE DATSUN 260Z 
Also other raw Saale avolatie H. GLOVER & SON 
Test drive the one of your choice 
Open 7 days a week ! Finance available. CHETTISHAM GARAGE 
=e LYNN ROAD, ELY, CAMBS 
Tel: Canterbury 710431 DATSUN Tel: Ely (0353) 2762 
| paca aoe 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 25, 1974 39 


Datsun Success 1974 
EAST AFRICAN SAFARI RALLY 


4th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 


5th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
6th OVERALL—DATSUN 1800 


TEAM PRIZE DATSUN 


Ladies Award — Rosemary Smith|Pauline Gullick — Datsun 260Z 


Immediate 


Be DATSUN 
ivery —_—__ 
of these economical cars at advantageous 
terms. 8}°/, HP charges. 
Tel: John Langdon 01-648 9280 
JOHN L CARS LTD 


34-36 UPPER GREEN EAST 
MITCHAM, SURREY 


FOR DATSUN 
IN THE NORTH 


C. R. Bradley of Peterlee, 
61 Yoden Way, 
Peterlee, Co. Durham. 


Tel: 078 323 2649 
DATSUN 


or 078 323 3995. 


ae 
DATSUN 
IN NORTH LONDON 
CAPITAL MOTORS 
TOTTENHAM LANE, HORNSEY, N8. 
Tel: 01-340 8051 


DATSUN 


2602s, red or blue, tor early 
delivery 


MAIN DATSUN DEALERS 


KEN IVES AND COMPANY 
THURCASTON ROAD, 
LEICESTER 


Most models in stock 
including the 260Z 
Tel : 0533 666861 


DATSUN 


JEM MARSH 


DATSUN 
Phone Warminster (STD 09852) 4777 
Boreham Road Garage, Boreham Road, 
Warminster, Wiltshire. 


DATSUN 


G. W. SALTER MOTORS 
(OXFORD LTD.) 
281 BANBURY ROAD 
OXFORD 


Datsun Dealers for 
Oxfordshire 
SALES « SERVICE - SPARES 


DATSUN 
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Telephone: Oxford 54521 


Datsun Success 1974 
EAST AFRICAN SAFARI RALLY 


4th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
5th OVERALL—DATSUN 260Z 
6th OVERALL—DATSUN 1800 


TEAM PRIZE DATSUN 


Ladies Award —Rosemary Smith|Pauline Gullick — Datsun 260Z 


HILL TOP GARAGE 


(STOCKPORT LTD.) 
DATSUN 
Deas acer ee mes iy Shee. 


LANCASHIRE HILL, STOCKPORT 
Tel.: 061-480 4423 


DEAN OF DORSET 


(Bournemouth) LTD. 
“DATSUN 


— 
The No 1 Dealership in Bournemouth 


Ex Sales Manager's 240Z for sale : 1974 (January), flame red, 
radio, under 3,000 miles. £2390. 
704-706 Wimbourne Road, Winton, Bournemouth 
Tel: Bournemouth 50101 

oe 


CENTRAL MOTORS 
(BROADWAY) LTD 


Newly appointed 


DATSUN 


Main Dealers for Oldham and District 
8}% interest only for Datsun purchasers 
New 260Z from stock. Flame red 


CENTRAL MOTORS (BROADWAY) LTO. 
BROADWAY, OLDHAM, LANCS 
TEL - 061.652 2244 


DATSUN 


Sales and Service 


Abingdon Avenue 
Northampton 


Tel: (0604) 34427 
open 7 days a week 


DATSUN 


Cc. J. SKILTON 
MOTORS LTD 


185 Marshallswick Lane 
St. Albans, Herts 
Tel: St. Albans 57455 


Most models including the 240Z and 260Z 
from stock. 


DATSUN SPECIALISTS DATSUN 


Cc. J. SKILTON LTD 
DATSUN 
80 Ware Road, Hertford 
Tel: Hertford 4421 


Most models including the 240Z and 260Z in stock 


DATSUN 


for immediate delivery 
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Formula Ford mix up at Shell, with Derek Daly's Lotus 61M (24) being pushed into retirement 
by the spinning Lotus 69F of Trevor Templeton, while Richard Parsons in the middle finds 


the road blocked for his Crossle 25F. 


MONDELLO PARK 


Thrilling clubmens 


Dolly birds, disco, gay buntings and flags, big 


Easter Monday meeting. 
‘And the racing was literally high loaded with 
electric excitement too, particularly the Mod- 
sports and Super Sports races. Don Kissane 
‘again won the Modsports race in his familiar 
square-topped MG Midget, but he was pushed 
first by P. J. Fallon and then John Gale almost 
pipped him on the line In « dead-heat finish, 
with the verdict going to Kissane. The Gry- 
hon pair of Eddie Regan and Richie Heeley 
had a really fantastic dice in the Super Sports 
race, with Heeley eventually snatehing the 

last lap manoeuvre. Jay 


fa driver of real International class and just 
too good for club racing ! The North v South 
Formula Ford challenge resulted in a 
Convincing win for the Ulstermen, with the 
angry young challengers providing some 
hairy motoring that resulted In a few rather 
bent racing cars. 

"The first race, a handicap, resulted in some 
fast motoring by the winher Mike Nugent 
whose very rapid Lotus Elan with BRM. 
tuned twin-cam mill proved quicker than the 
Super Size Escort-FVC driven by Conor Lin 
han; Joan Dobbs took third in her Datsun 


2402. 
P. "J. Fallon was in trouble before th 
modsports race, his Midget registering a 


dangerously low’ 14 1b oil pressure after prac- 
tice. For three laps he pushed the similar 
car of Don Kissane, challenging to overtake 
several times a lap until the prospects of a 
major engine disaster forced him to drop 
back after a spin at Shell. John Gale then 
took up the role of challenger, gradually 
hauling in the leader to flash past the flag 
alongside Kissane. They were both credited 
with the same race time, but the judges 
ruled that Kissane was just that vital frac- 
tion in front. A lively battle for third was re- 
solved in favour of Liam Plower who eventu- 
ally got the better of Brian Harpur's 
indecently fast frog-eyed Sprite. 

‘There were only two competitive saloons in 
the over 1350cc class, and with the retire 
ment of Jay O'Malley's Vauxhall Viva half 


42 


and modsports 


way around the second lap, there was just 
noone to push Matte McNamara, who 
cruised home to a very easy win with his 
Churchmans Super ‘Size Ford  Escort-FVC. 
David Hall, now with a new engine in his 
familiar Imp, was a lonely second, proving 
more than a match for the 1.3 Minis of 
Colin Miller and Maurice Mitton. 

‘Northern drivers took the first three places 
in the Nv S Formula Ford Team Challenge, 
sponsored by Ford of Ireland, in the order Jim 
Sherry, Harry Acheson and Garry Gibson, 
all in Crossle 25Fs, veteran Acheson looking 
unfamiliar in a Crossle after some seasons 
with Merlyns, ‘There was a great carve-up 
for the next placings, with the eventual order 
David Kennedy (Merlyn), Richard Parsons 
Q5F), Eddie Jordan @OF), Trevor Temple. 
ton (Lotus 69F), Greg Robarts (25F), and 
Noel Kavanagh (20F). Brian Edgar, back in 
racing after about three years lay-off, did not 
start, his new Van Diemen RS74 regrettably 
breaking its gearbox in practice. 

It was Jay Pollock all the way in the 
FAtlantic race, his Desmond Mack Crossle 
25F finishing well ahead of Patsy McGarrity’s 
Chevron B25, with Ken Fildes, handicapped 
by lack of proper tyre equipment and conse- 
quently poor handling, a long way back with 
Team Super Glide (razor blades, that is) Lotus 
69. Big Tom O'Leary drove his best race to 
date with his Brabham BT40 to hold off 
Walter Kinnear’s Lotus 69 until the closing 

s, when a slight slip dropped him down 
a piace to finish fifth. Another entertaining 
dice was that between Arthur Collier and 
Tony Martin in Marches. Collier, who had 
retired hig 3-litre Capri on the previous day 
in the Circuit of Ireland as a result of a 
slipping clutch, swapped places several times 
with Martin, and eventually pulled out 245 
with his March 73B over Martin's 72B; both 
were almost lapped near the end by the 
flying Pollock. During his chase of Pollock, 
McGarrity lapped in 56.455, so Atlantic pace is, 
certainly hotting-up and instead of the 56s 
predicted at the March 17 outing, the target 
must now be into the 55s! Dermot O'Leary 
(Lotus 69) and David Lambe (March 722) 
tired on lap three, and Des Donnelly was a 
non-starter following a broken driveshaft on 
his March 73B in practice. 

‘Super Sports is currently crying out for 


more cars, but maybe the pace of Richie 
Heeley and Eddie Regan is putting off any 
would-be prospective drivers in this class. A 
‘Shunt eliminated Mike Martin's U2 
“Cookstown Sizzler" and Derek 
Shortall's Shaws-sponsored Gryphon C4A 
broke @ driveshaft, Lap six saw Richie Con- 
roy retire his Gryphon with fuel pump troubl 
and David Maniey's updated U2 Mk 11 wa: 
Diack‘flagged after throwing out oil and 
laying a huge smoke screen —as he was go- 
ing like never before, really letting it all 
hang and had actually’ just taken over third 
with Conroy's retirement. That reduced the 
field to only three cars and all eyes were 
firmly glued on the sensationally close dice 
for the lead featuring the Gryphons of Eddie 
Regan and Richie Heeley. Lap after lap, there 
was just nothing, not even fresh air, between 
the two cars, with Heeley pushing the nose 
of the Capital Tea C73/4 under the tail of 
‘The Steering Wheel/Master Mariner Pubs 


73/4 on every corner, Down into Esso 
the elght-wheeled convoy headed on. 
the final lap, and then it all happened 


and Heeley was through to win: ‘I didn't 
spin, 1 was pushed,” said Eddie, and both 
shook hands at the end of one helluva 
motor rac 

The real hairy stuff was left to last, when 
the Formula Ford race had to be stopped 
after nine laps and the first three were again 
in the order Sherry, Acheson and Gibson, fol- 
lowed by Jordan,” Denis Kavanagh (Titan 
Mk V) and Noel ‘Kavanagh. A nonsense at 
Shell eliminated the Super Glide Lotus 61M of 
Derek Daly, which cost Trevor Templeton a 


lot of time as the two came together, On lap 


The Gryphon C73/4s of Eddie Regan and 
Richie Heeley during their fantastic Super 
Sports dice. 


seven, the hard trying David Kennedy had 
big of at Castrol, demolished the strong 
wooden barrier and slammed his Merlya Mk 
TA’ into the earth bank. The white flags 
were out but Kennedy was unhurt, which is, 
more than can be said for the car. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


ni ood 
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Brian Whiting's 1.8 Escort leads Chris Meek’s 1.9 example during his excellent drive in which 


the broke Meek'’s record by 0.2 s. 


LONGRIDGE 


Two for Dugdale’s March 


‘The ever friendly, helpful and efficient 

Lancashire AC promoted the first of this 

year's series of Longrkige 

‘Sunday in front of the largest crowd the little 

track In the quarry has yet seen. The RAC 

has sanctioned elght-car grids now, although 
f 


‘The Formula Ford entry was divided into 
two heats of six each. The first began as 
quite a close struggle between the new 
Merlyn Mk 25 of Trevor Wigglesworth and 
George Emmett's ex-Peter Dugdale Hawke 
DLIO. ‘The Merlyn driver then appeared to 
consolidate his lead but Emmett fought back, 
sing the superior braking ability of his 
car to good advantage at the tight corners, 
‘and crossed the line after 15 laps 0.8 s behind. 
Heat two was a Terry Horrocks benefit. once 
Tony Pollock had eliminated his Dulon MP15 
against the barrier at Quarry on the third 
lap. The Focus pulled well away from the 
closely bunched pack which was led until the 
very last corner by Pete Heath's Merlyn Mk 
20. Trying Just a little too hard, Heath spun 
‘and had been demoted to fifth’ place before 
he had sorted himself out, 

‘The first few laps of the final saw 
Wigglesworth and Emmett chasing Horrocks 
quite hard but they could not sustain the 
pressure and fell back into the clutches of 
Heath and the older Merlyn Mk 11A of 
Nigel Robinson, Just after half distance the 
three Merlyns and the Hawke formed an 
incredibly ‘tight bunch which drastically 
Feshuffled itself at Weighbridge on lap 13. 
A lap later Wigglesworth pulled up. with 
the Merlyn's gear linkage broken, allowing 
Robinson's old Merlyn into second ahead of 
Emmett and Heath. But not for long. for 
Robinson spun at  Welghbridge and. was 
gently bumped by Emmett, allowing Heath 
fo take over the runner up position to the 
distant Horrocks, and there was no last 
corner mistake this time. The Crosslé 16F 
of Alan Stringer held on to third from a 
recovering Emmett, while Robinson lost a 
lap restarting 

‘A race for assorted sports cars produced 
four from the Clubmen’s Formula and two 
Sports GTs, David Orbell from Cambridge ran 
away with this one in his well driven U2 
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Mk 11B with which he took 1.2 s off Malcolm 
Jackson's class record. Second position was 
claimed for several laps by the Elva-BDA 
Mk 7S of Mike Chapman but the car's steer- 
Ing rack worked loose, and finally” broke 

though Chapman was able to. stop just 
short of the Quarry Armco. He had by then 
been passed by the FF-engined U2s of Gavin 
Scott and Ken Shipley who were the only 
ones not lapped by Orbell 

‘The first of three Formule Libre heat 
so belonged to Orbell who led again from 
start to finish. Ian Stronach in the radically 
rebuilt Kincraft spun out of second place at 
Quarry on lap three and this eventually 
Became the property of David Aukland's 
FVA-powered ‘Chevron BIS after the Hon 
Sec of Liverpool MC took a deep breath and 
dived past Emmett’s FF Hawke on braking 
for Weighbridge. The ‘second heat was a 
fiasco. As Peter Dugdale led away in. his 
F3 March, the rest of the field tangled at 
Quarry, which left the leader temporarily 
on his own! Heath's Merlyn stayed out Dut 
Jim Walker in the Nigel Robinson car extri- 
cated himself and plodded on to finish two 
laps behind. Heat three made up somewhat 
Pole position man Philip Barak had bis Brab- 
ham BT36 FVC fuff its engine as he left 
the line allowing Chris Meek to take the 
lead in bis Escort BDG. By half distance 
Barak had begun to make inroads into 
Meek’s lead but catching and passing Meek 
are two totally different activities. Just as 
the Clerk of the Course stepped in with the 
blue flag, Meek pulled off with the car 
jammed in third gear and Barak was left wi 
a comfortable ‘win from Jon. “Glazepta’ 
Fletcher and that Elan, 

Despite, or perhaps because of, his lack 
of opposition Dugdale's race time’ had been 
the fastest and he made sure of leading away 
from pole position in the final. Using his 
karting experience and the low revving torque 
of the twin-cam engine to good advantage, 
Dugdale led all the way while Barak bad 
to spend the first couple of laps finding a 
way past Orbell and Aukland. Once through 
he closed up but lost time with a half-spin 
at Weighbridge and then when the lapping 
Started, finally finishing 28s behind. Orbell 
had seemed well set for third but a drive 
shaft failed with three laps to go which 
lowed Stronach to move up, the Kincraft 


"The programme was made up with two 
special saloon races and one for mod sports 


which inevitably went to Fletcher's Elan. 
However, the rest_of the full grid (which 
chiefly comprised Spridgets) provided a fine 
spectacle. For many laps Mike Donovan's 
1150 Midget tried all its driver knew to find 
@ way past Ian Hall's Mini-Jem while Dono- 
van, in turn, had John Bury's 1.3 Midget 
inches from his rear with Garry Wilson's 
1150 Sprite only yards behind the lot. Bury 
finally found a way past Donovan when the 
‘at_Weighbridge on lap 
17 and two laps later the red car was gone 
for good with overheating and only one lap 
The saloons were split at 1300 cc and the 
first race, for the fF cars, produced 
something of a sensation when it was led 
for the first six laps by a complete novice, 
Brian Whiting, having his first race after 
some sprinting, in a very smart Escort BDE. 
Hot 


was giving 
nothing away and controlled the car beautl- 
fully. Eventually, inevitably perhaps, the 
pressure told and he half spun at Welgh- 
bridge allowing Meek to flash past and he 
was unable to sustain a counterattack for 
the battery was flat, causing a bad misfire, 
and eventual retirement. Just to show there 
‘was nothing wrong with Meek's car, it should 
be noted that Whiting broke the Leeds 
driver's lap record by 0.25, Eventual second 
place man was John Myerscough in his ex- 
Norman Hodgson Escort TC, chased all the 
‘way by the Harry Ratcliffe/ieff Goodlif-built 
Capri V6 of Vic Mills, another driver having 
his first-ever race, 

‘The 1300s were led most of the way by 
Phil Hartley's I-litre Mini although the chal 
lenge from Gerry Taylor's Inlitee Anglia 
might have come earlier had he not been 
bumped at Weighbridge by Gerry Gough's 
1.3 Cooper-S. Both cars carried on, although 
Gough stopped to refix a bannet catch, and 
Taylor eventually caught and passed Hartley 
on lap 14. A lap later Hartley retired his new 
car for the second time in two out 
the fan belt came off 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


when 
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Outwardly the Citrotin is 


Citroén’s G Special 


Before the Citr@én GS was introduced, I drove 
‘pre-production model and was very, 
Impressed indeed. Later I tested the standard 
car as sold and was a little disappointed. In 
Production form, the transmission had become 
rather noisy and the carburation was marred 
by @ flat spot and an intermittent surge in 
tthe acceleration. 

Later, changes to 
Induction system were ma 
‘and the 1015 ce eng! 


imilar to the GS models, 


the carburetter and 

I stages 
reinforced with 
which gave no 

1 made 
‘another road this intermediate period 
‘And also drove the cars of my friends, from 
‘which I learnt that the carburation was getting 
better but that the sound level of gearboxes 
was still somewhat variable. 

Since those relatively early days, I have not 
driven a GS, though I knew that the engine, 
‘and particularly the transmission, had under- 
gone considerable development. However, 1 
was not prepared for the astonishing 
improvement when I recently drove the new 
G Spécial. This incorporates all the 
ameliorations which have been found desirable 
during the production of 600,000 GS and is 

ine sizes. There 
colour called OF 
‘Ténéré, which is available on the G Spécial 
only. 


has 55.5 bhp 


“ My" G Spécial looked very attractive in 
{ts brilliant paint job and although it bad the 
smaller engine, it accelerated faster than the 
original 1220 ¢c model. The speedometer and 
rev-counter now have normal round dials, the 
red section of the latter starting at 6500 rpm, 
though the unit will spin much higher without 
4 tremor. The speedometer of the test car was 
precisely accurate at 75 mph, in contrast to 
the device fitted to the earlier GS, which was 
excessively optimistic. Let's hope this truthful 
speedometer will be st 


single central instrument entails the use of 
very long ‘induction passages. This poses 
severe problems but the Citrotm engineers 
have almost achieved the impossible, the flat 
spot having completely disappeared and the 
Surge, too, almost totally except during the 
warm-up period. The twin-choke carburetter 
now fitted is evidently pretty efficient, for I 
timed the 1015 cc saloon repeatedly at 
true 92 mph. The gearing is exactly right f 
at this speed, the rev-counter is just reaching. 
the red sector. 

If the car is remarkably fast for its engine 
size, it is also outstandingly smooth and quiet. 
This is partly due to the greater rigidity of 
the crankcase and cylinder fins but the 
engine seems altogether more refined. Perhaps 
the sound insulation has also been improved 


‘one simply does not notice the sound of the 
blower fan for the air-cooling. 

The transmission used to be the car's 
worst feature but it is now one of its best. 
‘The gearchange is excellent and though total 
silence has not been achieved, the sound level 
is incomparably lower than before. Those 


peculiar chattering effects, to which the lower 
gears used to be prone, are now a thing of 


Incredible speeds. It is also outstandingly 
steady in side winds, thanks to front-wheel 
drive and a good aerodynamic shape. The 
‘self-levelling suspension gives a very good 
ride, all surfaces coming alike to the hydro- 
pneumatic system. The cloth seats are 
comfortable to sit’ on for lengthy periods. 
Disc brakes are used all round, inboard at 
the front, with full ‘operation and 
limitation ‘at the r ion 
load. The very powerful brakes would cause 
wheel-locking if the suspension were Inferior, 
but the G Spécial just simply stops. 

Right from the start, the Citrotn GS has 
hada far more advanced specification than 
any other small car. Yet, it perhaps lacked 
the outstanding refinement that its. technical 
superiority should have given it. Now, the 
G Spécial translates these theoretical advan- 


dries Sneed winancrven wie 


JOHN BOLSTER 


On March 7th, Mercedes-Benz organised a 
test day at the MVEE circuit near Virginia 
Water. This occasion gave the Press an oppor- 
tunity’ to meet Gerd W. Hoffmann, who is 
now Managing Director for the United King: 
dom, following the takeover by Daimler-Benz 
also in celebration of a “Car of 
award. 
Every car of the extensive range was avail- 
able for driving, from the Diesel to the 
450 SEL limousine. (There was no mention of 
the 6.3-litre models, for obvious reasons.) In 
addition, commercial vehicles, with which the 
firm are making a particular effort, were 
available, and there were facilities for testing 
cross-country vehicles. 

I drove all the variations of the 450 rai 
from a 2-door coupé to a spacious limousine. 
‘Though there are four lengths of wheelbase. 
the same VB engine of 4520 cc Is used in all 
cases, developing 225 bhp at 5000 rpm. Elec~ 
tronically controlled fuel Injection is used, 
with a single overhead camshaft for each 
Dank. The claimed maximum speed of these 
models {s from 131 to 134 mph and a 3-speed 
automatic transmission is standard. 

‘The engine is not quite as smooth as that 
of the smaller 350 V8, which I drove later, 
and I formed the impression that the six- 
cylinder Mercedes-Benz engines are even more 
refined than. the eights. The new transmission 
is smooth and sults the engine well but the 
big SEL is not as quiet as one would expect 
‘of such a car, some road noise being tran: 
mitted to the body panels on certain surfaces. 


“ 


Mercedes test 


‘These are big. substantial cars, even the 
coupé being far from light, but they are 
extremely easy to drive, the steering feeling 
‘almost too light until one is used to the power 
assistance. 

1 tried the 2.8-litre six-cylinder models, both 
In single-cam plus carburetters and twin-cam 
‘with injection form. I think I personally pre- 
fer these to the bigger cars as their lighter 
weight makes them easier to throw about at 
though the maximum speed is lower, of course, 
the acceleration is not far behind. The twin: 

ym engine seems more powerful than when 
1 first sampled it, having a delightful capacity 
for high revs, but the carburetter car, though 
‘a cheaper model, is very refined and a most 
pleasant fast tourer. 

‘All these cars had automatic transmission 
but the four-cylinder model was fitted with 
a manual gearbox. It would be difficult to 
imagine a nicer box, with a very quick and 
easy change that is particularly light in action. 
The engine is astonishingly smooth for a big 
four and the car is no sluggard, an indicated 
100 mph coming up very easily. As with th 
other models, though more noticeably in this 
case, the tail slides out and the nose tucks in 
If the accelerator is released in a corner. Even 
during hard driving. the rear-end breakaway 
is gentle and there is a moderate degree of 
understeer throughout a power-on curve. This 
is not a hard circuit on brakes, but they were 


day 


powerful and light in action on all model 

Finally, I tested the Diesel, and although 
this may seem rather outside AvrosrorT 
sphere, the uncertainty of the fuel position 
renders it of more than pai 
those covering very long journeys, 
range of the Diesel and its capacity to use 
the most inferior fuels in 
consideration. 

The compression-ignition engine is audible 
when idling but it is more refined than wei 
earlier models. It has a wonderfully long stride 
and cruises along at 80 mph with remarkable 
ease. At low speeds, it was rather difficult to 
move off or change gear really smoothly, but 
this effect would presumably disappear when 
fone had become used to the heavy flywheel. 
Certainly, the Diesel is not to be despised 
as a really tough car with an immensely long 

‘This was a pleasant and useful test day and 
the weather was kind. It was instructive to 
test the latest Mercedes-Benz models in safe 
and unrestricted conditions. Though more of 

jem are of sporting character, they are fast 
touring cars with plenty of performance. Fs 
from cheap, for the man who keeps his car 
for several years they may well be quite a 
Proposition. 


JOHN BOLSTER 
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In action on the Chamonix Snow School, 


which operates between December and March. 


Learning about snow driving 


If asked to put money on the result of a snow 
land ice rally like the recent Arctic, the aver 
‘age well-read enthusiast would be in no doubt 
His reply to a straight wager on Scandina- 
vians versus the Rest would probably be a 
recital of successful names like Mikkola, Mak 
Inen and Alen, They are all virtually born on 


the show. Punters beware! There is a new 
breed of young man emerging. and he Is 
acquiring his skills in the French Alps, Way 
up in the big mountains, south of Genev 
men like Jean-Claude Andruet and Jeai 
Pierre Jaussaud are providing their country- 
men with the opportunity to come to terms 
with the Scandinavians. The Chamonix Snow 
School operates December to March, from 

ne in the morning until nine at night, put 
ting skill and confidence into keen young 
Frenchmen, 

‘At the first sign of a snow flake, my first 
reaction has always been (0 sprint out to the 
car, take it far out into the wilds of England 


and test the manufacturers’ claims about the 
steering lock. Now that's all very well, but the 
scope is limited—after all, there is only a 
certain amount of snow driving you can do 
nd still be safe, albeit at three in the morn: 
ing. It was with delight therefore that I 
learnt of a number of very kind Frenchmen 


who, if spoken to nicely, will let Joe Soaps 
like 'me on their frozen racing circuit 

To Chamonix from my new home in Bel 
gium is a night's drive, and I arrived at the 
Circuit eager to let go after 500 miles of 60 
niph “crisis” restrictions. A 12 hour drive 


was hardly the prelude for an Anglo-French 
study on the word “fermée." A large notice 
declared the school well and truly closed, but 
in keeping with my mood, a trip into the ski- 


town itself proved worth while and the 
director was only too pleased to make an 
exception, 


To be truthful, they had a very good reason 
closing the school—the snow was melting. 
This was explained to me by the school's 


charming and enthusiastic director, Franz 
Hummel. Hummel, himself a Volant Shell 
finalist, has been running the school for some 


time, It was started by Bob Wollek and Alain 
Bompard four years ago. The site, a narrow 
but long stretch of land wedged between the 
road and the very base of Mont Blanc, has 
been Inid out for both high speed and tortu- 
fous ice driving. The circuit contains two hair 
pins, a long straight, a fast kink and a tight 
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chicane. Hummel has gathered around him an 
impressive list of names as instructors and 
demonstrators, to encourage the paying 
pupils. Besides Andruet and Jaussand, Ber 
hard Beguin, Pierre-Francols Rousselot_and 
Patrick Langiois have all taught at the school. 

‘Hummel had made the trip to the school 
especially to meet me and to let me loose, in 
my own car, on the ice, During term time, 
the school has a Renault Alpine, a Mexico, 


a Citroen GS, a Simca Rallye 1 and an Opel 


Ascona. However, as the weather had now 
turned mild, and the track too rutted to be of 
real use, the four cars had been sent away 
for complete overhauls. One imagines that 
with anything up to two thousand. pupil: 
the open season, these cars need’ @ 
attention. For two obvious reasons I was dis 
appointed at the absence of the school cars. 
To have used in anger the Team Aseptogyl 
Alpine 1600 would rank as a treat, and sec 


ndly, the sce was so devilishly rutted that I 
feared for my new Manta. 

Hummel knew the pages of Avrosroxr 
well. He has a subscription and always looks 
at the pictures, even if he can't read the Eng- 
lish! He guided me out on to the ice track 
and by sign language, more than anything, we 
Started the lesson. His English was fair to 
middling, and my French, learnt in Belgium, 
tends to be rural. However, the call to BOOT 
TT! is international, so we got along admir 
ably. Still smiling, his first instruction was to 


go very carefully and Hever, never brake. 
This, he explained, is what he tells all his 
pupils. The most important things everyone 


must learn are, and 1 quote “arms very slow, 
not use the (he points to the brake 
Pedal)... and third, go easy.” By now I had 
faken the car across badly rutted ice and 
water and into a chicane of gravel and snow 
Soft-looking snow banks prevent any real 
bodywork damage, and I could see that with 
this chicane covered in fresh snow it would 
rank with Thruxton’s hairy Club Chicane 
After this came a straight and Hummel im. 
plored me to be adventurous, imitating a 
cross arms and trying to row us forward from 
hhis passenger seat. What more encouragement 
does a fellow need? Ahead was sheet ice, fol- 
Towed by a hairpin. We rattled off across the 
ice with Professor Hummel telling me how 
his pupils come from. all over France, to 
Chamonix School, and “they're not interested 
in the skicing. 


At this point, things started to happen for 
me. I went into the hairpin on gravel, pure 
gravel, just like home. I’ saw absolutely no 
reason why I should not floor the throttle, 
after all, gravel surfaces are more familiar to 
me. We got through the hairpin fairly quickly, 
a little too quickly perhaps, but there was 10 
real problem there. My first big mistake was 
just that I forgot there was 200 yards 
of polished ice that stretched out in 
front of me, immediately on the hairpin exit 
It seemed as if those three little rules had 
been left behind, Crime One: my arms were 
anything but slow, they never really had a 
chance. The tail, with a cargo of coffee flasks 
and apple cores from the night's journey, very 
smartly caught up. Arms well knotted, my 
second crime was committed: the snow banks, 
seen from such close quarters looked more 
like ship's plate than soft snow. I dabbed the 
brakes. By this stage, of course, the car was 
0 thoroughly out of ‘shape and doomed, that 
1 couldn't, really help but commit Crime 
Three: to “go easy” was not really on. 

Hummel, an alert and able teacher, 
patiently repeated his rules. It was a timely 
Fecap because the kink In the straight loomed 
up and more trouble might follow. 1 eased up 
here and let the instructor show me a path 
around the worst of the ruts 

As the time went on, I became less rough 
with the steering lock and progressively more 
confident of trying new techniques. Hummel 
kept up a contioual instruction and indicated 
every mistake, to the point of repetitiveness, 
He never grumbled at dubious manoeuvres, 
giving one the comforting impression that he 
had seen it all before. As I toured the course, 
Hummel told me about his verture, and the 
costs Involved for the pupils. Using a school 
car with a teacher costs €8 per hour and 
prices drop to €3 an hour using one’s own 
car without an instructor. The full instruction 
commences with five laps demonstration, the 
pupil watching from the passenger seat, He 
observes setting up the car, power slide tech 
niques and correction methods, Then the pup 
takes 10 laps of slow and careful acclimatisa 
tion. Following this, he is allowed to speed up 
and the mistakes are pinpointed, The natural 
progression towards confident snow driving is 
aided by continual repetition: of technique, 
given verbally as the pupil eases his way 
round. After a very short time, Hummel was 
able to tell me that with a little more pre 
cision and less right foot and elbow I might 
‘go faster. “No problem,” he assured: me, “the 
Bravel corner you like.” He judges that five 
hours of solid instruction make an average 
driver very good. Forty per cent of his cus- 
tomers he reckons to be excellent after a 
course, whereas 10 per cent he describes as 
gifted. He adds “not like Makinen, but gifted!” 

‘The popularity of the school was confirmed 
on March 2 and 3 when the “24 Heures 
sur Glace” was organised by the Alpes Sport 
Auto, for the benefit of drivers and spect 
tors ‘alike. A series of four-hour races was 
supported by a number of well-known names 
including Munari/Andruet in the Lancia 
Stratos, Bellestrieri/Lampinen in a Fulvia HF, 
Andersson/Waldegaard (Toyota) and Jaussaud, 
Ballas (Carrera). 16,000 spectators turned up 
to see the Fulvia HF win on the aggregate of 
three races, two run with studs and one with: 
out. Hummel insisted that one race had “no 
tyres—no—none at all," but I have a sneak- 
ing suspicion that he meant “no studs!" 

Runner-up was the Stratos of Munari/And. 
ruet, making it a 1-2 for Lancia, and third 
overall came Lauirent/Marche in a Daf 66. 
‘Our man Hummel, paired with Michel Alibelli 
was fourth in the school's Alpine. The sec 
tion without studs was won by overall victors 
Lampinen and Ballestrieri in the HE. Hummel 
told me with glee that on this very straight 
where I was now struggling, at 40 mph, he 
saw 100 on the clock. C'est la vie, 

T came away from Chamonix a wiser man. 
I had learnt @ new book of rules for driving 
and... oh, yes—there was the matter of a 
broken “shock absorber and a smashed 
vacuum flask! 


RUSSELL DOUGLAS 
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Turpin’s Autocross BTD—Lane at Wiscombe— 
Wroughton preview—Fack’s Jacobean Trial 


JACOBEAN TRIAL 


Impunity—Chrysler by 3 points 


Rather later than usual the Jacobean Tri 
was run over the dry, dusty surface of one 
of David Render’s quarries on the outskirts 
of Ware, the landowner himself being absent 
chasing trophies in the Midlands. Whilst the 
London Motor Club promoted the event the 
layout of the 10 sections was entrusted to 
the “Rent-a-Hili™ crowd who acquitted 
themselves well without resorting to perpen- 
to stop the drivers. The Jaco- 
reputation of 
being a dram: and although 
the leading drivers refrain from 
the grounds of safety there are others who 
swear that It Is the best event of the year. 
Some do with men and boys, isn’t it? 


No fewer than 35 entries were received 
for the event and to the general surprise of 
all there were no non-starters. With only Ray 
Hatton representing the North it was clearly 
to be a straight fight between Midlands and 
South. Even at this late stage of the season 
there was a new car to be admired. Sporting 
Mike Cannons’ latest creation Colin Taylor 
had hopes of finishing In the top half of 
the fleld, anticipating some difficulty in adapt 
Ing his style to the Increased power of the 
Id-litre BMC engine installed. Brian Staple- 
ton was making his debut’ in Geoff Wall 
Aberties, the latter having sacrificed his drive 
to ald the organisation of the trial. 


Drivers were despatched in groups of three 
to the foot of each section, but only in rare 
cases was It necessary to remove a top sur- 
face to find grip, in the main the bone-dry 
ground turning into dust as the wheels bit 
into the surface, Fortunately, Ron Kemp's 
wager that a car would overturn prior to 
lunch was not taken up, for with the excep. 
tion of ‘Tony Harrison who might have in- 
jerted the Kincraft but for the prompt action 
if marshals and fellow competitors the 
morning passed with few frights. The hill 
Which had threatened to be Harrisons undoing 
was withdrawn from service so that most 
drivers had to be content with attempting but 
nine sections. 


When the lunch scores were posted the 
closeness of the competition for Semperit/ 
BTRDA and RAC Championship po'nts was 
clearly apparent. With a single point margin 
the lead lay with Gordon Jackson who had 
benefited from a delay due to starter motor 
problems which enabled him to tackle each 
Section after the rest of the field. Behind the 
Thex driver came Bill Evans (Beva) with 
Jack Pearce leading the Kincraft challenge 
three penalties in arrears on 25. Julian Fack 
was beginning to put it together with Im- 
punity to hold fourth place ahead of Ray 
Hatten (Harford) whilst Ivor Portlock was 
making yet another very poor start, record- 
ing a score of 41 and commandis 

12th place. Both Norman Manser 
‘Smallwood were already retirements at_ thi 
stage, the former with the clutch of hi 
Cannon burned out and the latter being 
sidelined with the ball joint on the “A 
frame falling out; for the umpteenth time 
this vear! 

Having sampled the gastronomic delights 
of Catersport (Reg being almost as keen a 
follewer of the sport as the competitors and 
travelling down from Coventry to mnister 
to the needs of his flock) the field re- 
grouped and set about the challenges of the 
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second round. Minor alterations having been 
made to many of the sections not even Tony 
Harrison nor Ron Kemp could avoid running 
on four wheels. By this time, Laurie Brown 
had the bit between his teeth and driving 
with great vigour managed a round at the 
cost of only five added to his score. The 
leaders were not finding the going too easy, 
both Pearce and Jackson running out of 
grip in the dust whilst Evans managed to 
Strand the Beva with both rear wheels off 
the ground on a downhill section ! 


Browns’ spirited drive had taken him from 
eighth place to the lead with a score of 35 
and a four point advantage over Jack Pearce 
who ‘had relegated Evans to third place a 
further three penalties behind, a position he 
now shared with Julian Fack. Hatton's chal- 
Tenge maintained his fifth position with 43 
to his detriment, Jackson fading to this total 
Iso and beginning to come under pressure 
m John Benson with the Jabs. Portlock 
had lost only 11 to himself within 
striking distance of jers and had 
Caught’ Dennis Allen (Kincraft) who was be- 
ginning his descent through the field. 


‘A 10m break, and the field re-assembled 
for the final tour. With so marginal a dif- 
ference between the leading contenders the 
tension towards the close was incredible. Thi 
was a trial hard on clutches and the " burnt 
porridge" smell wafted through the trees 

id along the open quarry to irritate the nose 
4s the scream of engines and moan of Sem- 
Perits assailed the ears. For the only time 
during the day a clean card was handed in, 
Wor Portlock finding nothing capable of 
stopping the Dryad and lifting himself into a 
fifth place for his troubles. If only he could 
find his form early in the day! 

John Benson turned in a very creditable 
round of three and must have counted himself 
well in with a chance for overall honours, 
but was destined to be disappointed by 
Fack who lost one less during his round and 
walked of with the “Jaco.” It might well 
have been otherwise, within a few yards of 
the finish the whole of the radiator assembly 
dropped off the car. Hopefully the similar 
Imp-engined car to be constructed by him 
during the coming summer will be somewhat 
more robust! Of the other drivers to break 
double figures Evans and John Fack (brother 
of the winner) lost eight to finish in third 
and eighth places respectively whilst. Hugh 
Pollard (Jabford) must have cursed his pre- 
vious indifferent rounds since he turned in a 
nine to finish 13th. 

A poor round by Pearce dropped him to 
seventh with a score of 60 and Hatton, too, 
failed to maintain his challenge, finishing be- 
hhind the Kincraft. Colin Taylor was satisfied 
to finish in 12th place with his unsorted car 
and promised to apply greater pressure in the 

tumn, 

With the first half of the championship 
season behind them drivers can look forward 
to an intensly interesting winter with the pos- 
sibility of more recruits to the ranks of this 
exclusive but thriving branch of the sport 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


TRIAL 
Hawker again 


For the second year running Vivian Hawker 
has won the Bournemouth MC closed produc: 
tion car trial. Last Sunday down at Upper 
Southcombe Farm, Cerne Abbas, _ near 
Dorchester, he won overall on index of per- 
formance with 39 marks lost in his Escort 
1600. Fifty competitors tackled 10 sections 
four times while the entrants in the specials 
class, for sporting trials machines, did eight 
Of the regular sections plus two of their own, 

Hawker may not have won but for disaster 
overtaking Peter Higgins when his diff broke 
three tests from home and he collected two 
maximums. However he took his Mexico to 
a class win on 7 marks, two ahead of Richard 
Acres (Prefect). Best of the 11 Minis in 
Class 1 was Ken Hoare who beat his son 
Graham with 52 marks lost to 58 marks with 
Dick Pike third on 63 marks. The Popular 
sub class went to G. Wells on 47 marks well 
ahead of Roger Wiltshire and P, Moore. 

‘The rear engined class was taken by 
Graham Wiltshire's Imp dropping 24 marks 
with Doug Flower (VW) second and Alan 
Purchase (Imp) third. In the non standard 
prodcar class Peter Durrant took his Imp 
Found with the loss of only 23 marks for 

‘second lowest total beating Dennis 
Greenslade (VW) and Barry Southam. In the 
specials the Cannon of John Knight wax an 
easy winner on 20 marks, well ahead of the 
rest of the 10_entrie 


AUTOCROSS 


VWs supreme 
With a fine last run in which he was deter 
Inined to set BTD Brian’ Prior did. just. that 
atthe Dereham & District MC's restricted 
autocross at Shippham, East Dereham, Norfolk, 
last. Sunday. In his” 1900. VW" Prior went 
round in 120.8 s to snatch victory by just over 
2's from Peter Harrold giving his. revamped 
2.lualtre VW its first outing of the season. 

‘Sixty five cars turned up for three runs 
and Peter Banham won the first class with 
his Cooper Sin 1281s, just over 2 s quicker 
than Dave Lyes in his Escort in a class for 
clubmans care driven to the circuit. The first 
of the Mint classes “was won by J. Wheals’ 
850 Mini in 125.8 s well ahead of J. Fielding’s 
similar car andthe up to 1000 cc class went 
fo Dave Kirk 999 Mini in. 126.2 s. Success 
in the up to. 1300 co front engined rw class 
went to.G. Ship's 1300 Anglia in 130 well 
ahead of Dave Pettit’s Escort and the bigger 
capacity class saw a tremendous fight between 
Nobby Creswell and Reg Mullinger, Creswell’ 
RS. 1600 inching home in. 1234s to Mul 
linger's Escort 2000 time of 123.73 

Best. of the speciale was Rod Turner's 
Voodoo “which did 114. beating Alan 


Young's Special by exactly 10 s. Turner taking, 
the best Derevam member award. 


© Blackbushe saw the first round of the 
IDRC 1974 Manufacturers’ championship and 
positions are as follows: Austin, 210 point: 
Dodge, 200; VS, 140; Ford US, 100; Ford UK, 
70; Jaguar, 60;' Mini, 40; Chevrolet, 10. 
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Mike Turpin gets welt crossed up in his Special on his way to BTD, 


AUTOCROSS 


Turpin takes early points 


The 1974 Castrol sponsored BT&RDA Autc 
cross Championship. got off to a fine start 
with the White Horse MC event down at 


Dodington Park, near Bath, last Sunday with 
@ full house entry of 120, plus several 
reserves. Mike Turpin took BTD with his 


Hereford Special in similar trim to last year 
but there were some close struggles for class 
honours. Several competitors rolled, two lost 
wheels and there was the usual crop of 
delays which meant the meeting ran out of 
breath towards the end but nobody minded too 


much as they enjoyed early summer-like 
weather 

For the first time the standard car class 
was split at 1600ce so far as Championship 


points were concerned, but awards were only 
Riven to the overall placings. In the smaller 
Glass David Cotton took his Mini to a hairs 
breadth win over Mike Spray in his Cortina, 
by a mere 0.28 while the big class saw a palr 
of three-litre Capris in the hands of Roger 
Burn and Malcolm Orme chasing the inevit 


able winner Martin Barnard in" the Datsun 
2402. Barnard squeezed home with less than 
@ second to spare; Burn clocked identical 


times but Orme was some nine seconds off 
the pace. 

‘Once again the Minis turned up in abun- 
dance, no less than 23 trying for gold and 
glory In the up to 865 ce class and after the 
dust had settled Anally—the only major blot 
on the proceedingo—Nick Garner emerged 
victorious with 2m 31.7s, way ahead of Clive 
Stafford while Derek Sparkes weighed in with 
hird, albeit some IC seconds off the leader 

‘There was a healthy first turnout among 
the up to 1300 front engined rwd brigade and 
Dick Keen lived up to his name by providing 
ery stern opposition to the merry man from 

don, Bob Merridale. Keen did two fine 
runs, separated by a tenth of a second and 
Merridale had to pull the stops out with his 
Escort on his final run before taking the class 
by just aver two seconds, losing his boot tid 
as he Mew across the finishing line. 

Among the sports car men Roger Dowson 

Wu Northall turned up with a. late 
entey and had to bite their nails a little be- 
fore they were in the meeting proper but the 
falr-sized sun soaking crowd enjoyed the 
battle the pair had with thelr as-last-year 


What a way to start a new season of autocross! Stuart Lyons allows a speedy marshal to 


inspect the underside of his 1.3 Anglia 


ited 


Triumph GT6 with Ron Easton entering the 
determined battle with his TVR. Vixen, 
Northall led the first time round with Dowson 
half a second down and Easton third. Easton, 
however produced a flyer on his second run 
to take a 1.5s lead initially but Dowson clip. 
ped this by a tenth and eventually Northall 
gave the Midlanders a one-two by turning in 
2m 27.38, nearly a second better than the 
other pair. Barrie Dove caused a stir in 
the by losing a wheel from his Sprite 
which went into the crowd accompanied by a 
half shaft but nobody was hurt, 

So to the rear engined class where John 
Button, still with 2.1 litre of VW power, took 
the class as expected but he had a fight on his. 
hands in the form of John Greasley in an Imp 
who finished the day less than two seconds 
behind after a good scrap and Alan Finch was 
third with his 1600 VW. 

‘The big upset and surprise in Class E, for 
Minis up to 1000cc was the exclusion of last 
year’s front runner Roger Brunt, the scrut- 
neers deciding he would have to run as & 

of the amount of lightweight 
material on his bodywork. Roger decided he 
would not compete and withdrew. This threw 
the class wide open for any of three drivers 
to march off with the points and in the end 
Nick Brice came up trumps on his last run 
with 2m 28.88 to beat a determined new man 
to the series Dennis Bidwell from the Bristol 
area who was only just over a second adrift 
while Frank Morris, of the HF Sprint Team 
had to be content with third from only one 
run with a brand new car 

The thundering power of BDA engines in 

Ford Escorts plus lesser powered cars took 
the field in the big front engined’ rwd class 
and another surprise resulted. George Warr 
king for many meetings was piped and 
man who did it was Mike Wood from Baglan 
in South Wales. With a similar machine to the 
man Warren he piled it on to return 2m 26.75 
to beat Warren by three tenths of a second 
and these two could be in for a fine season 
f high speed competition. John Clarkson, an- 
other to burn midnight oll to get to’ the 
event, was third with his 1760 ‘Escort but 
some way back in the time schedule. 

The big Minis, of which there were 13, 
were led home by Richard MacDonald who 
did so well last’ year but initially Peter 

Ted the class but did not take 
run for an unknown reason. Mac 
Donald was no less than 4.98 quicker second 

ime round and he easily beat Bruce Rushton 
who was another to have only one timed run 
and Derek Baskerville, less spectacular but 
neat, came third just’ under half a second 
down on Rushton. 
30 to the specials and Mike Turpin carried 
1 before him in great style. He turned in 2m 
21.05 to head Nick Seymour's neat Volnik by 
22s after the first run and clipped another 
three seconds off this at the death to stamp 
the BDA-engined special as the car to watch 
this season, that is perhaps until John Bevan 
re-appears with Naveb. Behind Seymour, Bob 
Simms brought his Beach Bugay in third while 
John Watkins was disappointing and did not 
have a time and the new Brody special of 
Brian Cocken and Geoff Silvester needs more 
sorting 

Both Terry Smith and John Bevan, respec- 
tively the current champion and the winner 
in 1972 and 1971, were interested spectators 
and the good news is that both will be back 


in the fray before long 
DEREK HILL 


© Due to venue difficulties Sporting Car Club 
of Norfolk have had to cancel their May 5 
‘as a round of the Castrol/BT&RDA Autotest 
‘Championship. The event has been provision- 
ally re-arranged for June 30. 
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WISCOMBE PARK 


Eight drivers share the top billing after a 
record breaking session at the third round 
of the Castrol/BARC Hill Climb Champion- 
ship at sunny Wiscombe Park, Devon, last 
Sunday, when the closed meeting attracted 
a field of 95 cars and 11 new records were 
set. Roy Lane set BTD with his McRae, now 
‘well and truly sorted, with a time of 39.82 
Dut it was the record breakers who stole 
the limelight. 

‘Best record busting outing came from the 
Lincolnshire Terrapin pilot Terry Simms who 
clipped 2.298ecs off the GT & Sports racing 
class with 44.85, next came Nicky Porter 
who knocked 2.22secs off the Class 2 record 
In his Cooper S and the third to get maxi- 
mum BARC points was Mike Flather, who 
‘on his first ever outing at the venue, knocked 
201s off his calculated class record in 
getting down to 48,03 §, Of the other five 
the most significant was the performance of 
Peter Voigt who, ‘st last, has got the 500 
Konig engined Renwick-Volgt in fighting trim 
‘and he buzzed up in 46.68 to knock 1.98 s 
off the 500cc racing car class previous best 
fand at the same time gave notice that he 
‘will ntow be @ real danger to the front 
runners. in the championship, 

Equally meritorious were record runs 
from Guy Brooker (Elan), Alan Cox (Cooper), 
Stuart Brown (Escort) and Malcolm Griffiths 
(Mallock U2) who was making a welcome 
return £0 the hill climb fray after a year's 
absence. 

In the BARC Champlonship che battle 
rages on for with Flather and Porter getting 
maximum marks they remain at the head 
‘of the table but they have drawn away 
Slightly from Cox and Ward. Simms, the 
other maximum scoreman, does not yet 
feature in the leading 10 places but Voigt 
thas leapt into. sixth place. 

‘Although Flather and Porter had nil and 
precious little opposition respectively the 
hecessity for marks in the championship 
Urged them to great things and they res 
ponded to each other's challenge in fine 
fashion, Both broke their respective records 
in both class and championship runs as did 
Brown who took the over 1500 touring car 
class by more than five seconds. The first 
of the John Brown Motors runners Alan Cox 
had three runs all inside the old record with 
his Mini, his best being 46.10 s while Patrick 


Lane’s BTD and eight records 


Watts (Mini) was a creditable second and 
close to the old record 

The fifth successive class to be broken 
was the over 1001 cc special saloon class 
and this fell to Richard Fry's Cooper whose 
second-class run of 45.925 left him clear 
of A. Gilbert's Cooper by more than a second 
while big Jim Thomson's Firenza was way 
back in third. Record number six went in 
the up to 2600cc marque sports car class 
where Guy Brooker's Elan turned on the 
heat in tis second outing to return 47.218 
nd he later reduced this to 47.108 which 
was too much for the Europa of Tig 
Williams. 

Russ 
Brown 


‘Ward, in the second of the John 
Motors entered cars, this time a 
Sprite, then joined in the record fun with 
a more than one second improvement in 
7.32% to retain his fourth overall in the 
championship. Cobra men Paul Channon and 
Brown took their respective marque 
car classes to be followed 
surprise defeat of Mervyn 
ram in the clubmans sports car cl 
Bartram’s Mallock U2 led the first time 
round with 46.138 but he failed to improve 
Tater and C. Elliott (Nike) took the class 
in 45.775 and Jeremy Hunt brought his 
U2 into second with 45.978, The ex-Cramer 
Terrapin, now in the hands of Terry Sims 
finally left the GT & Sports vacing class, 
up to 1300 cc, at an incredibly low 44.42 
‘and the penultimate record. breaking achieve. 
ment went 20 Griffiths's U2 who did 42.225 
in taking the 1300-1600 cc category. 

So to. Peter Voigt's 500cc motor cycle 
engined Renwick-Voigt who spent part of the 
weekend getting the timing right and with 
the ald of bits brought down. overnight it 
was all screwed together in fine form and 
away he buzzed for the fourth best record. 
M. Packer was second in the class of four 
with his Martin Special but he did not get 
near the record. Not to be outdone by his 
fellow Co Durham neighbour Nicky Porter, 
Trevor Smith took 2 fine class win with 
the ex-Franklin Vixen recording 43.898 to 
win the up to 1100¢c racing car class, a 
second up on David Way (Ensign F3) who 
was Just ahead of R. Sweet in the Cooper. 

David Franklin, getting the Ensign F2 
sorted slowly but surely, cracked on well to 
take the next class in’ 41.75, a fraction 


outside Geoff Rollason's record and Richard 
Jones (Surtees TS 10) was second in 43.65 s. 
Finally Roy Lane took the big class in 
40.39 while Alister Douglas-Osborn showed 
he is taking kindly to the ex-Shardiow 
Brabham BT38 (now known as the Temple 
Row Special) by coming second in 41.295 
ahead of @ disgruntled Cramer whose March 
748 was playing up somewhat and left him 
third ‘with 41.87 s, In the Top Five Castrol 
BTD award runs Franklin added his name 
to the record books with @ tremendous run 
in 40618 to knock the class record for 
six and both Cramer and Douglas Osborn 


Criget 


SPRINT 


Render versus Rose 


Although they were oversubscribed by 100 
per cent MAC were still thin on entrl 
Several of thelr classes when they ran 
Second round of the RAC Sprint Champion- 
‘ship at Curborous 

Bob Rose in 
down to 32.57 
‘ahead of David 


Restricted to an entry of 72 cars the first 
class saw victory go to the standard BMW 
3.0. CSL of Richard Fowler in 40.91 » with 
P. Stephens (Imp Sport), second 3 s down. 
The Cooper $ of Neale Johnstone took the 
up to 1000 saloon class in 39.38 5, a second 
up on D, G. Pattlson's Mini and another 
Cooper § victory came in the 1000-1600 cc 
class where David Carvell had a comfortable 
second in hand over L. Needham's Coops 
with 38,65 «The over 1600 class had only 
two entries and Robin Yeomans’ superchs 
1390 Mini recorded 38.66 s. Best of the five 
sports cars was Herbert Shepherd's E-Type 
Jaguar in 39.0 % and the mod sports to 
1300 ce went to R. J. Churchley (Sprite) in 
38.31 8 in a field of only four. The next two 
classes went to Steve Hemmingway's Turner 
Mike 3 and Ken Heywood's Cox-GTM and John 
Stuart brought his new Mallock U2 to take 
the over 1300 sports racing class in 35.44 s. 

Eight cars battled for honours in the up 
to 500 ce racing car class with victory going 
to John Turner's Cooper-JAP in 38.88 8 with 
Barry Brant (Cooper-JAP) close on his heels 
with 39.04 s. After Bill Sumner had taken 
the poorly supported up to 1100 cc class in 
his Brabham BTS in 39.495, David Render 
came along with his BT29X to beat nine 
others in the up to 1600 cc class. 

Render had strong opposition from Rob 
Turnbull in his BT35 who weighed in with 
3416s and John Ravenscroft took the 
unlimited class in his MIOB in 33.108, a 
whisker ahead of Dave Harris 

In the Top Ten run off Ro: 
Improve on his class run but Render got 
second with a neat 32.61 s beating Ravens- 
croft by a hairsbreadth on 32.62 s and while 
Harris failed to improve on his class run he 
still finished fourth with Turnbull putting 
in 2 33.84 5 to claim fifth spot. 
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Lyons loses 100 per cent record 


‘oe. pevrieuey 98 commmering Jubn Lene treme 


‘when he brushed a pylon on the eighth test 
and lost his 100 per cent record In this 
year’s Castrol/BT&RDA Autotest Champlon- 
‘ship. Lyons, who was just over 8 s in the 
lead at the time from the 1973 Champion 
‘Trevor Smith, thus provided a thrilling climax 
to a well organised event and in the last 
stages of the competition Smith, back with 
‘ls faithful Sprite, emerged victorious by 
Ls. 

Chichester MC attracted an entry of 44 for 
their tandem test event in the town centre 
and arranged five tests to be tackled twice. 
‘The tests proved sufficiently difficult for most 
of the top names to drop clangers and for- 
tunes fluctuated during. the In Class 1 
Maurice Flux brought his Mini across from 
the Isle of Wight to take the award with a 


ing 
into third with a 373.7 s total which earned 
him the novice award. 

In Class 2 it was Lyons all the way. He 
opened up a sizeable gap after midway 
when he was only 5s up on Peter Ballance, 
but the Mancunian again went pylon bashing 
and three such indiscretions dropped him out 
of contention and he was lucky to stay second 
only 1.1 § ahead of Mike Sone 
being in Clubman GTs. Son 
tained his lead in the Silver Star 


Class 3 produced only two entries and 
the 2.1 litre VW of Peter Noad was too much 
of a good thing for Colin Chandler's 1600 
model. Noad romped away to victory in 
3752's. Class 4 for the lesser capacity 
saloons was easily won by Tony Hunt with 

Mexico in 388.6 s but he had two pylons 
down otherwise he would have been a strong 
challenger to Noad so far as BT&RDA class 
points were concerned for under the latter 
the pair are lumped together. Dave Simmons 
got “his first. championships points with a 
time of 4012 5, also in a Mexico and he 
beat John Calton's Mexico by 18 s. The bigger 
capacity class, Class 5, was led throughout by 
Pat Mann's i600 GT’ Capri for a total of 
407.9 s with Philip Neate a distant second In 
his Saab V4. 

Cliff Robinson is the new sports car class 
leader. In finishing second to Smith with a 
351.0 total Robinson has put his Sprite Into 
& one point lead wi 5 the pre 
vious leader Denis dreadful time 
pylon bashing and failed to score. The con- 
sistent Mike Halliday brought his Sprite home 
third 9 5 behind Robinson while Roy Alcock’s 
Ford engined Sprite was fourth. Peter Cox 
was in contention early on with his Sprite 
Dut blew the diff and although he got going 

ain he was out of the running. 


RALLY 


No helmet costs Escort 
crew victory 


rally crow 


ton and Norman 
from thelr grasp 
je eyed marshal. After 


id Young were dis- 
jarshal spotted that 
Kynaston was not wearing his crash helmet 
when he went past on the third of the nine 
stages, Kynaston admitted the offence saying 
he had had to take the helmet off as it 
had worked loose 
Victory therefore went to Andrew Facey 
and Barry Gummer of the Taunton club who 
roped 616 5 in their 1558 Escort who 
finished 18 s up on Richard Webber and 
Derek Webb, also of Taunton, in their RS 
in Exeter town centre and 
Holiday Motel, the 
club attracted a full entry of 60 crews for 
the total of 20 miles of stages. Most of these 
were on private forestry, one was tarmac/ 
concrete and one was held in # quarry. Of 
the entry 50 crews returned to the finish 
First_ of the four class winners were 


Brian Grainger/Alan Partridge in their Sun- 
beam Stiletto who dropped 731 5 to beat 
Julian Brierley/Ken Govier (998 Mini) by 38 s. 
In Class 2 only 5 s seperated winners John 
Hillier/Tom Nutt (1071 


Mini, from Dave 


Jones (Cooper $) 
established a clear lead over the field at the 
halfway stage but they dropped four minutes 
after an off on the seventh stage and drop- 
ed right out of the running with a puncture 
‘On the last stage. 

‘The up to 1600 ce class was won by Keith 
Steer/Gerald Mingo in their 1600 Cortina GT 
on 635 s after a grand tussel with Ivor 
Pengelly/Stan Hills (1594 Anglia), who finished 
a mere 6 s adrift. The unlimited and final 
class went to Alex Griffiths/Tony Brown 
(Opel Ascona) on 648 s who beat E. Baker/R. 
Granger (2.3 Firenza) by 7 s with a time of 
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Drag at Wroughton 


‘This weekend, Sunday, April 28, the NDRC 
hold their second event, third round of the 
Castrol/RAC championship, and again, the 
entry is headed by Clive Skilton and Dennis 
Priddle in their two Donovan powered drag 
sters, with ex-stock car racer Malcolm Quick 
handiing the second Skilton car. 

Priddle will also have his STP funny car 
tered, fresh from its 8.15 run last week- 
fend, and apart from Ed Shaver in the Vi 
hall’ funny, should have both Roland Pratt 
in the “Hillbillies” Reliant funny and Liam 
Churchill in the Barnet Motor Co's Capri 
to contend with. The big Altereds of Dave 
Stone and Mike Hall will’ also continue their 
fight for domination, with Hall at present 
holding two wins over Stone. 

Roz Prior will be out to avenge herself 
after her unlucky run against Gerry Andrews 
in Top Dragster, with Ray Hoare and Peter 
Jones also entered in this class, whilst in 
Senior Comp, Dave Page and Dick Sharpe 
will hopefully have some more opposition from 
the long awaited “Good Vibrations” 7.S-litre 
Popular. Full entries are expected in all other 
classes with the exception of Pro Stock, 
‘which could well be a one-car race again with 
Pilling sidelined—though he has a reputation 
of rustling up parts from nowhere to keep 
running. 

Held at the Royal Naval Air Yard at 
Wroughton near Swindon, the event is being 
used as a promotional and recruiting exer- 
cise by the Navy—a practice that has caught 
on in the USA with several leading cars 
sponsored by the armed forces. On display 
will be a 2 scale mock-up of a Polaris sub- 
marine and other exhibits. 

The gates open at 9 am with racing at 
around 2 pm. 


@ Seen at Santa Pod at Easter was Bill Ma: 
shall, well known for both his Elan and TVR 
Tuscan in 1971 and 1972. After working in 
Australia and coming back via America, 
BU is eager to start racing again, and is 
looking for a suitable Top Street car. 


APRIL FIXTURE LIST OF RESTRICTED EVENTS 


(in conjunction with RAC MS Division) 
RALLIES 


Ban Talose MC, Lom 


nh District Me Lid, 78S 808 (MAR), 


€C, (Portsmouth) Lid 
ane" om 


Pontypoo) Pi 
tra\7BARC round 4218 pm teloned event) 


2 em 


Aintree’s championship 
Programme announced 


Aintree Car Club are again promoting a three- 
race calendar at the Liverpudlian circuit, with 
four championships being fought out at each 
meeting and at this circuit only. The Aintree 
Trophy is being contested for the first time 


4 £100 cash prize as well trophy, with 
prizes down to fourth. There are points for 
overall race winners and class winners, and 
the trophy is really being fought for by any 
race or class winner at Aintree during the 
three meetings. 

‘Once again Duckhams Oils are sponsoring 
@ championship for Formula Libre cars with 
the winner of each race receiving £5 and £25 
for the overall winner and the Duckhams 
Trophy. Brook Hire too are again sponsoring 
4 championship for special saloons with the 

saloon car classes. Points are awarded 
to class winners and overall winner, with the 
latter receiving £70 plus a trophy. Additional 
points may be scored for fastest lap, a lap 
Fecord or entering all the meetings, 

Lastly, Skellys Main Ford Dealers will be 
sponsoring a championship for production 
saloon cars, complying with the normal price 
regulations. Overall points winner will ‘earn 
himself £65 and the Skellyford Trophy while 
€35 goes to each class winner. Second in cl 
gets a generous £20, Additional bonus poin 

ay be earned for entering all three meetings 

8 lap record and fastest lap 
‘The Aintree meetings are on June 8, August 
3 and September 21, 


AWDC programme 
and hill rally 


‘The All Wheel Drive Club, in accordance 
with the RAC’s wishes, have amended their 
calendar accordingly, and now intend to hold 
@ further 14 events this year, mostly trials 
with some competitive safaris included. Main 
event of the calendar is their International 
hillrally held in Wales as usual on October 
12 and 13. The exact location is still to be 
finalised but the competitive stages will be 
mainly held on farm and forest tracks, Four- 
and two-wheel-drive vehicles will not be 
separately divided, the only classification be- 
ing in the engine department on size. Spon- 
sorship is invited from all parties, and entry 
fees will be between £40 and £50. Prospec- 
tive competitors should write to: Bob Ti 
muss, AWDC  Hillrally, 81 Springfield 
Crescent, Harpenden, Herts ALS 4LL. 


Sports extra 


TRIAL 


Moffatt (Ginetta) versus Hinde (Clan) 


‘Three times BT&RDA Production Car Trials 
Champion Moffatt is back in business 
In a big. way. Last Sunday he debuted his 
recently acquired 1970 Ginetta GIS at th 
third round of this year’s championship and 
he finished within a mark of the current kin 
of the hills Mike Hinde. In a ding-dong day- 
Tong struggle, fought over 29 sections, the 
Clan v Ginetta battle swayed back and forth 
and at the end Hinde emerged with a 10 
mark deficit against Moffatt's 11 mark 
‘a day of surprises for several of the n 
did not feature well. In the BT&RDA champ- 
Jonship Brian Betteridge now leads with 2 
but he Is being hounded by 
Harrison (28 pts) and Alan W: 
‘Stephens, both on 27 pts. 

‘The 26 competitors in Class 1 were led 
home by Geoff Spencer In his Cooper with a 
total of 72 marks lost, Spencer led the class 
by six marks at the break and pulled steadily 
away during. the afternoon leaving Phil 
Darbysbire (Clubman GT) to take second 
place on 87 marks, one better than Alan 
Walsh (Min), John Hodgson (Cooper), who 
was fourth at the interval, dropped back to 
fifth behind Brian Midgley (Mini), 

Class 2 was a Mexico benefit for the first 
time for along time with Mike Stephens, 
Jim Loveday and Phil Shaw taking the places 
Stephens, with a total of 49 marks, headed 
Loveday by eight marks with Shaw a single 
mark away third. At the break another 
Mexico man Harry Tregenza had taken a two 

Stephens with Shaw and 

in third, bur Stephens 
ter stages to 

ded to fourth 


(Skoda) 


on 61 marks and Stephen Court 
Sport as did 


Dipped Dave. Slater's Escort 
Tregenza, though in the 
on the new tie deciding factor as they both 
dropped 68 marks 

Brian Betteridge took his Sprite into the 
lead in the sports car class and was never 
headed, At the interval he had a one mark 
advantage—with 19 marks lost—over Mike 
Harrison (Midget) while Malcolm Brown was 
third with his Sprite, Betteridge edged home 
with a 43 mark total with Harrison and Brown 
Second and third, both on 47 marks. John 
Young scored a convincing win in the smaller 
capacity rear engined class, his Imp dropping 
32 marks while the minor star was Bill Wood 
from the Midlands who was second with an 
ancient VW who was on 35 marks for a fine 
Second. A terrific struggle for third place 
Saw three drivers return with a score of 41 
marks all in Imps and they finished in the 
order Rob Main, Mike Leech and Bill Cooke. 

In the 12 car larger capacity rear engined 
class Hinde and Moffatt initially did not have 
things all their own way for Dave Carr was 
in fighting mood with his Imp and at the 
interval he trailed by a single mark. However, 
tragedy struck late in che day when the diff 
went three hills from home. 


HILLCLIMB 


Graham Morse jnr wins again 


Continuing his post-honeymoon run of 
Success Graham Morse junior scored his 
Second hill climb BTD in a fortnight when he 
won the Plymouth MC's closed event at 
Hemerdon Mine, near Plymouth, last Sunday. 

Tn his Clan ‘Crusader Morse whipped up 
the 450. yards course in 23.16 s to pip Tom 
Shilston’s Pimpernel Special by 0.10 s. On 
a day which was dry and fine the course was 
nevertheless very dusty and this prevented 
the tht record from being seriously 
challenged and Morse was almost a second off 
the best ever set in August last year by Chris 
Inch in his 998 Cooper. Inch, in fact, had a 
mediocre day being beaten into second spot 
in his class. 

First clas winner among a record entry 
of 87 was Philip Smaliridge in his 850 Mini 
who turned in a neat 24.97 5 to beat lan 
Passmore's similar car by half a second. Jack 
Peat’s incredible Imp van vanquished Inch in 
the 901-1100 cc class, Peat recording 23.73 s 
for third BTD, while his wife Christine was 
within an ace of demoting Inch to. third. 
Inch did 24.035 to her 2420s. In Class 3 
(1101-1300 cc) Philip Irons returned 24.565 
in his 1293 Cooper to take the class by a 
second but it might have been a different 
‘story had John Symons (1293 Cooper) not 
lost first gear in practice and had to use 
second gear throughout the meeting proper. 

Peter Crews (1311 Cooper) was another 
driver who had many problems during the 
day and he only managed one proper run 
in the over 1300 cc class. He did 24.71 5 
which left him only a fraction behind the 
class winner Dave Phillips in his 1598 Anglia 
who did 24.62 s. Another of the lady com- 
petitors, Mrs Joan Phillips, took the Anglia 
tip in 25.89 s for third in a class of 12 
Sharing the same 1149 Sprite Paddy Kelway 


and Colin Gulley were first and second in 
the up to 1300 sports car class, Kelway win. 
ning in 24645, while Hugh Hossell (1105 
Sprite) was third only two hundreths of a 
second down on Gulley. 


Shilston was an easy winner of the poorly 
supported over 1300 cc class and in the two 
Classes for standard saloons and sports ca 
Chris Milner came down from Northampton 
to win with his Mexico and Alan Berriman 
hada comfortable win with his TR6. 


Pro Stock views 
from Santa Pod 


The small band of Pro Stock drivers were 
rather shaken by Gary Goggin's sensational 
perfromance at the Easter Santa Pod meeting, 
10.0 runs being beyond the reach of any 
one else at this time. Even Kevin Pilling, 
who was able to match Goggin last year was 
finding that a two car hole-shot was not 
enough to stay ahead, and he is talking of a 
major chassis rebuild now that he has to 
find a new engine after his unfortunate blow- 
up. ‘Tony Dickson has finally committed 
himself to doing the same thing, and has 
started work on his Camaro, narrowing of 
the rear axle and lowering the car being the 
two major items, He does not expect to be 
Wut till very late this year, if at all, and looks 
to 1975 for a well-prepared effort. ‘With more 
trouble on the weekend, Pete Crane is no 
nearer finding out what his injected Camaro 
is capable off, but It is generally thought too 
heavy to equal Goggin's times. Roy Osbourne’s 
very light Nova might be able to get near, 
but he hurried off after the meeting looking 
a bit glum, and hopes to be running in about 

month. Meanwhile, Adrian York was strol- 
Ting round the pits telling everyone about his 
new car, an ex-Ronnle Sox Dodge Challenger 
that has reputedly done an incredible 9.1 s 
at 153 mph, a time which casts some doubt 
on its legality by our rules! It's expected to 
be here at the end of the month, so hope- 
fully will be seen at the May 5 Santa Pod 
meeting. 


BTRDA regs available 


BT&RDA are now circulating details of their 
Triple Clubmans Championship designed for 
clubmans rally cars: To qualify for the cham- 
plonship, with a trophy presented by Car and 
Car Conversions, members register and then 
pick two events from a list of rounds in the 
Eastrol/BTARDA Autocross, Castrol/BT&RDA 
Autotest and BT&RDA Production Car Trials 
Championship which will include a special 
class for rally cai 


There will be no entry fee to each event 
production of # championship registration be- 
ing. sufficient proof and a driver's two best 
performances in each of the championships 
Will be added together there being a maxi- 
mum possible total of 60 pts. 


Owners of cars larger than a Hillman 
Hunter, Opel Ascona, etc, are not advised to 
enter the championship a% these cars are im- 
practical for prod trials and autotests. Details 
from: Ft-Lt Andy Thwaite, Garage Flat, 
Manor House Estate, Old Church Lane, Stan: 
more, Middlesex 


Ten Brammer’s latest creation Is this 1,3 short-stroked BMC 
to the Special 


over Easter. Why? To bring variety back 


ngined Flat 850 seen at Llandow 
Saloon grids says the creator. 
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CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


Concensonae TSOETb tla sai 


AUSTIN COOPER HILLMAN 


ey 
‘OWNER ABROAD 


a JAGUAR 


‘anndered, Felt Soin Ritced Se: 


sae © 


LAMBORGHINI 


TULVIA uso RALLYE, 947 


GRechanies, Ony G83. Fer 


LAND-ROVER 


DATSUN 


PATIUN 3402. M REGISTRATION. Metalic vive 


Lotus 
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shota panels: £7.70 rer beck (24in x 240) 
ae penne IESE SO per block (Zin » Sin) 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


SNARE GHEE OT Pence oats omrntent, my. 


MORGAN 
MUAGYERN, sromrs cams. 41 Howl Road, Maen 
PEUGEOT 
PIPER 


‘SIMCA 
SANE 4.2050, 522,482 Good vane a 0. He 
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Sports and Performance Cars 51-55 * 


Tow CAR TRIUMPH SPrTFIRE, 297, ee VAUXHALL 


MF Cate pn ncuLars: + VOLKSWAGEN 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS For fur r details 
c GINETTA of advertisements on these 1972 MG 
h. 8, CeLDER AUTOM pages 
7251 London Reed MIDG 
Ne oom ee ring 01-636 3600 UI ET 
al Shotild 5: 
GOOD SeLECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS ext 49 YELLOW /BLACK INTERIOR 
ABSOLUTELY IMMACULATE 


SENSIBLE OFFERS INVITED 
Tel: 01-462 1601 


Evenings Julian Lumley 


STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 


Broombhall, 
Nantwich, Cheshire 
Tel: Aston 300 


Auto, 


MUSTANG MACH 1 351. Auto, PAS, 
Ure bretine throughout. French ‘blue 
300 


THOMAS MOTORS LT 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel : 63337 


171 TRIUMPH GTB. Superb, white .. £1000 


1907 PRINCESS 4-L1TRE Snmarkas 
‘eondiiion. Black over amos ary. “Wap. huge, 


Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1 
j; 01-458 4204 


NEW LOTUS @ 


62 AUTOSPORT, APRIL 25, 1974 


17 SHOWROOMS ee ed 
East Horsiey4114 
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9 and Competition Cars 


THE BORDERS OF 


KS AND BERKS 


Lotus GINETTA 


WEEKDAYS.8AM-72M 
SUNDAYS 10AM-4PM 


S. A. C. NEWBURY 
MOTORS LTD. 


offer the following vehicles 


1973 MGB GT V8. Damask_red. 
1000 miles £2295 


July 1972 Daytona Ferrari. 10,000 
miles. Giallorfly (yellow) 
Extremely good condition £8950 

Dec 1973 Jensen interceptor. Moss 
green. 4000 miles £7150 


March 1973 Daimler Sovereign 4.2 
automatic. White with sun roof 


August 1973 Jensen Healey. cise 
12,000 miles £1599 


Manor Lane, 
Halesowen, Worcs. 


021-550 7611 


‘SCIMITAR 


55-58 * 


D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 
8-10 Slough Lane, 
(3 Church Lane)” 


Also regular supply of Bentley S1, $2, 
'S3. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
ail at competitive’ prices. 


Scimitar GTE 1972 L Registered 


Shetland blue/tan. Alloy wheels, all new 
HR tyres. Overdrive, HRW, Radio- 


achite, Strack seaceo wath d species 


‘A faultless high performance car. £1950. 
Car considered as part payment. 
‘Tel: Keith Jeans, Stalbridge 62034 (Dorset) 


ea with vet Tool 
‘wheels and. tinted 
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Sports and Performance Cars 51-55 * Racing and Competition Cars 55-58 * Autosport Market Place 58-63 


253-255 NEW CROSS ROAD, LONDON, SE14 5UL 
USED CARS gree: 


PERSONAL EXPORT SALES 
OUR SPECIALITY 


RELIANT, LOTUS AND MG 
SERVICE AND SPARES DEPT 


TELEPHONE: HOURS OF BUSINESS 10 am-7 pm Monday to Saturday. 10 am-5 pm Sunday 
USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE : 01-639 3204-5-6 
NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES : 01-692 4607 ; 01-692 4651 
SERVICE DEPT AND STORES : 01-639 3105 


FREE LIST OF STOCK ON REQUEST 
JENSEN HEALEY 


GILBERN INVADER » 


K Reg Gilbern Invader. Orange. 
Excellent condition throughout. 


1961 FERRARI BERNILLETA 


K. Registration, 1972. White with black 
15,000 miles only. Stereo and radio, a ee tetas tune 620 pm) 
competition clutch, electric win 

dows, overdrive, mag wheels, etc. 
Cost new £3255. Must sell. Bargain 
£1250. Possible part exchange for 
E Type. 


1972 CAPRI 3000 GXL 


Finished in copper brown with tan 
interior. Radio. Blue printed engine. 
Minilites, power lock. Distinctive 
aerofoil on rear £1395 


tax 
RHD concours condition. 44,000 miles 
from new. 


Tel: Keith Lander, 
Jersey Central 35475 (day) 
Uxbridge 33444 Jersey Central 24216 (evening) 


Tel : 051-733 4851 
anytime 


Tel 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars * Racing and Competition Cars 55-58 * Autosport Market Place 58-63 


D. B. MOTORS (M. Dilks) 1974 FERRARI BERLINETTA LUSSO 


of Leicester 
for all your AMERICAN car needs. 
Phone us on 0533-834343 PAUL BLANCPAIN CLASSIC CARS. 


‘1753. Matran-Fribourg. Switzertand. 
(Telex 341071) Tol: (01 081/37) 249808. 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-55 * Racing and Competition Cars 55-58 * Autosport Market Place 58-63 


AUTOCROSS CARS 


HILLCLIMB CARS 


MODSPORTS CARS 


FORMULA ATLANTIC PALLISER 


completely rebuilt rolling chassis on 
10 x 14in rims with slicks. Complete with 
wings and spare nose. Many spares 
available. £875. Would part exchange for a 
road car (prefer an estate) 


Sid Taylor offers for sale 


2 FORMULA 5000 TROJANS 


The ex Schecter and Lunger cars. Complete with 

engines and spares. Long or short wheelbase. 

Deformable structure. Suitable for Formula 5000, hill 
climbs, sprints, etc. 


Only genuine enquiries to 
Alan Smith 
Tel: Derby 48974 


Phone Ashford 21334 business, 
Elmsted 349 evenings. 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-55 * Racing and Competition Cars 55-58 + Autosport Market Place 58-63 


FORMULA LIBRE A. J. RIVERS CAMARO 
MAKE After Richard Lioyd’s fine win at Thruxton on Easter Monday 


only 3 times since rebuild. Established fastest lap and second 


Twin cam engine BRM Phase 4 head. Brand new, place “Daily Express” Silverstone meeting, second place 


never run. Gin and Bin slicks and wets. Never bent Oulton Park, first place Thruxton Easter Monday, Built to 
Offers. ultimate specification. 


Tel: Hitchn 3175 (day). 


Offers around £4000 required 


Car must be sold to finance rebuild of car damaged at Brands 
Hitchin 54736 (night) af Nd to fi — f damaged at Brand: 
&aI Also Stingrays, TransAms, GTOs, etc. 


MARCH FORMULA ATLANTIC AMERICAN CARS SUITABLE FOR GROUP ONE 


ROLLING Sti4ss! BOSS MUSTANG 302. 4-speed, LSD. ventilated discs, etc 
ew = tte in superb. condition, Exceptionally “low mileage. Fully 
———— Sligible. Group 1. Very competitive with the Camaros £1500 

to¥ = EAMARO 402 cu in, L-speod, LSD. vontilated discs, etc. etc 


—— Newly homologated. More poweriul than existing Group 4 
Camaros £1950 

The above cars are in road tim, but can be prepared for 
Group 1 usage if required, Both supplied with homologation 
papers. 


Rob Potter at Think Automotive 
bodywork. Spare nose and ‘Tel: 01-574 4652 (day) 
|| Iver (Bucks) 750 (evening) 


CAMARO 228 to full group 1 spec 


Blue printed engine, etc. 
Car re-built and fully prepared. Fire system, etc. 
Choice of 2. 


FOR SALE 
MK III LOLA T70 


Ex Ronnie Peterson 
Complete and immaculate. Ready to drive 
away. 
Serious enquiries only. 
Contact lan Richardson, 
Ampthill (Beds) 403320 or 403962. 


Contact: Stuart Graham for full details and price. 
Tel : Aston 300 (Nantwich) 


FORMULA 
ATLANTIC 


March 73B. Built late 1973 only 8 races from new. 
Aeroquipe brake and clutch pipes. Twin pot 
calipers. Ventilated and ducted front discs. Koni 
dampers. 2 sets slicks on rims. 1 set wets on rims. 
Spare nose. Spare gears, etc. Fitted work: 
developed LEC engine. Four races only, including 
one rebuild. Absolutely immaculate. For sale due to change of plan. £5000, less engi €3500. 
Ken Baily, 
16 Hadfield Street. 

Cornbrook, Manchester, M16 9FG. 

Tel : 061-872 4711 (office), 061-973 5633 (home). 
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Sports and Performan: 


Cars 51-55 + R 


ACING AND COMPETITION CAF 


OlL COOLERS 
AND DRY SUMP 
EQUIPMENT 


Mocal oil cooling 
equipment 


THINK AUTOMOTIVE LTD. 
1a Greenford Avenue, 
Southall, Middlesex 
Tel: 01-574 4652/3 


MINILITE 
WHEELS 
Tech-Del 
32-36 Telford Way, 


London, W3. 
Tel: 01-743 0103, 


MAGARD 
LTD. 


SUMPGUARDS, 
LAMP BRACKETS, 
and TURRET KITS. 


Fernie F Head 
Tel: ess, 2449. 


SERVICE GARAGE 
(Barnsley) LTD. 
Dodworth Road, 
Barnsley, 
Yorks. 
Tel: 0226 5741. 


[a 
F. ENGLISH LTD. 


Poole Road, 
Branksome, Poole, 


THE RALLYE SPORT 
DEALER OF THE NORTH 


WYLIES 


of Glasgow 


370, 408/412 
Pollockshaw Road, 
Glasgow, SE1. 
Tel : 041-423 6644. 


= 
Well done Viek Preston! THOMAS MOTORS LTD. | UBM MOTORS 


Escort RS on safari from| managed by Gavin Frew, 


former Team Surtees 


for all your AVO needs. 


corset. 
Tet: Poole 20731 FREW & CO. | JOHN WILLMENT LTD. | rom Youn né2o Escorts and Capris for 
Ask or Gary Polied’ tor] os Road, Pt 140 London Road, ‘OR MEXICO Homecians | Suiivery: 
All AYO, oe ‘reid in, stock pat 1 - - Kingston-upon-Thames, woes rive, Hyde Street, 
YoUR'WINNING—OUR ses aylew Surrey. Tel: Winchester. Hants. 
PLEASURI Tel: Perth 25121. Tel: 01-648 0071 Blackpool (0253) 63337 | Tel: Winchester 64161. 
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* Autosport Market Place 58-63 


L 


Suppliers of equipment to Club Racing Enthusiasts and 
Supporters of 1000 ce Formula Four 


March 7IIM (Chassis No, 8), Fitted Falcone 
E685 


Part exchanges welcomed, road of race. Phone for further details, or call a 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 
WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325). FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tel: Farnham (02513) 66 


Note: Our prices do 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


01-962 0602 sell why not give us a ring on 
WATFORD 30726 evening 


atk peouinae 01-636 3600 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-55 * Racing and Competition * Autosport Market Place 58-63 


BALANCING EAR MUFFS 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
264 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON. MWZ 205 cwiae’ 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 
TOR 
WEBER CARBURETTERS 
SALES AND SPARES 
Manifolds, Air Trumpets, Air Cinaners, Gaskets, 
' “Ringe snd Carburetter Unite 
158-181 London oad. Kingston 5621/2 
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Sports and Performance Cars 51-55 * Racing and Co 


ARKET PLACE 


petition Cars 5 * Autosport Market Place 58-63 


CONTACT 


RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


THE STABLES, 
GREEN END ROAD, 
CAMBRIDGE 
PHONE CAMBRIDGE 44193 
24 KOUR ANSAFONE 


FOR PREPARATION AND REPAIR ON 


FORMULA FORD TO FORMULA ATLANTIC: 
OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE: RACE DAY 
BACK UP, TRANSPORTATION, ETC. 
ALSO AGENTS FOR OPEN AND ENCLOSED 
TRAILERS. 


LOTUS MkI 
CLOSE RATIO GEARBOX 


Above 1: 1 Single-rail conversion. Prepared by Lotus 
Special Developments. Will take in excess of 10,000 
revs. To suit any in-line Ford, ie, MAE twin cam, etc. 
Brand new. Fully guaranteed. 


Reinard Racing. Tel : Stevenage 53044. 


1293 8 PORT ENGINE 


Aluminium Arden head 
120/120 cam shaft 
Twin 40DCOE Webers 
Ultra light flywheel 
S/e c/r gearbox. L.S.D. 
All completely rebuilt 


Phone CAMBRIDGE 65441 day 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 
Reg Of 
1 Station Rea, Bore En, Buckinghamshire 


Tel: Bourne End 22802 and 24484 


560 
‘S10in" rima.” "Vary good value 
005 


Lotus, dae” (FF). Nea Yoling haisis Falconer Bodywork” Mint be 
sold 20 nearest Ofer to €¥ 

totes 69 £3 rien Wi 

Brabham BT21 roller 


by Racing: Servic 
Mex, greater i e068 sae 
i076 


Smiths 


J Cea, 


ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, rods, 
pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 
Brake test run only. £1,150. 


el: Wormley 2270 


including new 


1500 all st 
rebuild. C 


sump twin cam. Just run in after Rowland 
with new carbs, new lightened flywheel and 
hn £450 


competition 
Ford 3.9 LSD, new 

Competition exhaust manifold for twin cam Elan, new 
Dry sump aluminium oil tank, new £15 
4 gallon foam filled aluminium petro! tank, new 27 
Four 8} x 13 Revolutions with Goodyear slicks, new £160 
Four 8 x 13 Revolutions with Goodyear wets, new £160 


£50 
£35 


The above is the result of an abortive racing Elan project, and 
can be bought, c/w Elan shell for £1000 or will split 


‘Tel : South Godstone 3080 (day) Godstone 2720 (@ 


ROWLAND FORMULA FORD 
'73 SERIES ENGINE 
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EXPORT SERVICES 


Sports and Performance Cars 51 


* Racing and Competiti 


ENGINES 
EVG Smith 1970 cc. Ex fed Rose e170 ge 
a2 R.D.H. RACING os 
to 29 
£0 
829 apa 85 
Tar Cam carriers. Cosworth. Used 9 totus T/Cam 0 
po $8 Sian* como re Be 
aso £0 100 
£50 os oy 
aso fa Spore 3 
_ a ‘tnd mani eo 
Se 0 eS 
$2 Etevron 0 
3 Enevron 0 
3 Ehewon 0 
Bo Ehevron 
Revron oy 
£9 "3 Chevron 0 
, e —_Ehavion spares. Many tore 
50 = ne vow, Used 
eee £7 Borcarbon anockers tor 6/24 i 
3 Borings, trom, 180 foe ta, 380) Toa & 
fio GEARBOXES sn complets, BE cio 
EB ewlang $7000. Fatty rebut ind ‘pistons (3. oniy) £30 
oo 4 and: plerons (3 oniy £50 
£/1/200. ‘Asm io Venaust 2” 5 
Mads. Fee Gsxhount'd tot n/levs fet 
Howland F/T adaptor Fr raboer doughnuts 
e190 New F/T Vaya ewe. r 
100 
E00 
Bo 
4 RDM. RACING, 
3 2 ASHBROOK ROAD, BOLLINGTON, CHESHIRE 
0 TEL: BOLLINGTON 74022 


CHALK RACING 


1 Morand Series 3 5000 injection engine 
Rebuilt by Morand. £3200. 
Tel 


Leicester 766275. 


ASHTUNE 

prepare REALLY competitive hire cars, as proved by 
PETER HALE when he put his 1974 Van Diemen on 
the front row of the third heat of the BOC at Mallory 
Park last weekend, and by STEVE BRADLEY at 
Brands Hatch April 21. 

They are not the cheapest, but the best. They can be 
hired for as little as £1 a lap. 


jweek practice and private racing available 


Tel: Brighton 25348 
‘or Ashton 306. 


HOOPERS OF BRISTOL 


CASTROL/MOTORING NEWS AND MEXICO 

RALLY CHAMPIONS 1973 
Leading, suppliers in the South West of Ford and 8. L 
Competition Equipment, inc 
Ford AVO, BL Special Tuning, Jaybrand Racewear. Cosworth 

1d Twin Cam Parts, Janspeed Heads and Manifolds, 

Aley and Safety Devices Roll Cages, Castrol Competition Oils, 
Champion Racing Plugs, Webers and Spares. 

‘Al parts sent COD if required 

62 Jacobs Wells Road, Bristol 8 

‘Tel: 0272 23946 


1971 RANGE ROVER 


Tow bar and electrics. Spotlights. Radio. 
Ideal tow vehicle. £1875. 


Phone Mike, 01-975 9567 evenings. 


WANTED 
FORMULA 5000 MECHANIC REQUIRED 


For Tom Belso’s Formula 5000. 
Formula 1 or Formula 2 experience desirable: 


Contact Dave Riswick 
JOHN WOOLFE RACING, 

Elms Industrial Estate, 
Shuttleworth Road, Goldingham, Bedford, 
Beds. 

Tel Bedford (0234) 54232/3. 


MRE F3 ENGINES 


We are now marketing updated F3 engines. We also 
offer to take your old F3 engines in part exchange. 
These engines are updated by one of this country’s 
leading engine builders. 

Further particulars from : 

MRE (Racing Services) LTD 
Station Road, Bourne End, Bucks 
Tel : Bourne End 22802 
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Lila Leda Ree 
GEARBOXES EAS eS 
scat 


FPT and NOMEX "Teta CONBEN WORE. SkWaran 
BELL STAR and MAGNUM HELMETS ire 


‘or-aae "6787 (night) 


SAFETY GLASS 


SERVICES 


REGISTRATION NUMBERS 


sell 
ane ee thr ough 


= AUTOSPORT 
fae ee Someta Baloo MARKET 
saat iti sive 
ALEY BARS Tel : 01-636 3600 


Safety Devices 


EUROPE 
DRE PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 


CHEAPEST RACING 
‘SCHOOL IN 
Sao a eee Stine, tensen, MW! O2 
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GRIFF GRIFFITHS 


MEMORIAL AUTOCROSS 
SUNDAY, APRIL 28. First run 11.30 a.m. 


Field on main Henley-Reading Road (A4155)— 
2 miles from Henley 

Would all National drivers who wish to pay tribute to Griff 
by demonstrating or displaying their cars please contact 

HENLEY MOTOR CLUB LTD. 

1a Deanfield Road, Henley-on-Thames. Oxon 
Tel : 049-12 4034 (Ansatone) 
‘or Don Gilham 01-845 6704 


DO YOU OWN ONE OF THESE ? 


Opel GT 
Vauxhall Viscount 
Alfa Romeo Giulia SS 
Ford Classic or 


Armstrong-Siddeley Sapphire 
Alvis 3-litre 
Studebaker Avanti 
Marcos Mantis 


Reliant Rebel (original) Capri 
Messerschmitt 3-wheeler Mercedes-Benz 600 Pullman 
BMW Isetta ‘Auto Union 1000 


Glas—any sort NSU TTS 


If 0, we'd like to hear from you 
Piease contact : Box 2065 


CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshatts from steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced. Formule Atlantic 
BDA and Twin ‘Cam stock items 


Specials made to order at short notice 
Ail types of con rods made to customers’ requirements 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 
Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 

Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


GOING TO BRANDS HATCH ? 
(and you haven't got a thing to wear!) 
NOMEX .... . FPT 
Full range of both Nomex and FPT 
flameproot overalls always available. 
All other. accessories including, 
watches, lap boards, Varley batt 
Seats, instruments, wheel 
SEND FOR (FREE) FULL 
ALL_CAR EQUIPE 
{Opposite Brands Hatch main gate) 
Main Road, 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 
OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 
requirements. 
OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED. 
‘Tel: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


62 


HOME STUDY 
CAN TAKE YOU 
TO THE TOP 


in the vast 
Auto industry 


Big opportunities are going begging for lack of 
qualified men. Whatever your interest in Auto 
Engineering, we can give you the vital know- 
how at home, in your spare time. Send for 
really helpful 76-page book—FREE. 


\. = = = POST FOR FREE BOOK 
Vawimt Go MAA/IMI C) DIPLOMA C) CITY & GUILOS © 


General Auto Engineering [) Diesel Engineering () 


Maintenance and Repair () Service Station Management () 


Please send FREE book 


Addr 


B.L.E.T. 2s 00 


ALDERMASTON COURT, READING, RG7 4PF. 
Ee Accredited by CACC, member ABCC a 


PETER J. DENTY 


RACING DEVELOPMENTS 
Coldstream Cottage, Tibenham, Norwich NOR 82W 


Tel: 037 977 343 
Lotus and Van Diemen specialist. 
Racing car preps and crash rebuilds. 
F3, F Ford, F Atlantic. 

New and secondhand racing car spares. 


i] 
i] 
1 
1 Name 
1 
1 
i] 
1 


GENERAL MANAGER 


with very broad knowledge and experi! 
or vehicle industry, including 4 years’ senior line 
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TRAILERS 2tonto3tons 


Sports and Perform 


RETAIL STOCKISTS 


for ert 


IWR Heads & Cams 3 
FORD & BLMC 
Sell igh quality at op discounts 
Sell the name that means precinon standards 


SPACE FRAMES SoS fan Walker | 


HUsHOLLS, arose 236 Woodhouse Rd. London, N12, Tel: 01-368 6281-2-3 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


TIMING EQUIPMENT ey 
“hg WHEELS & TYRES 


TRAILERS 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 


London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


FREW & COMPANY LTD 
Glasgow Road/ 
Riggs Road 
Porth 
: gna 
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COMP. SHOCK ABSORBERS 
AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


ee i reer Tattenhall, Hr. Chester. {off main A41) 


GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS — 


MOTORTUNE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


RED TRIANGLE 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. 


Common Lane, Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
Tel: Kenilworth 57303 


Koni distributors in the Coventry 
and South Warwickshire district 


Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares 


KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
WOODHEAD, MONROE 
RECONDITIONED UNITS 


BUCK & BROMLEY 
(1970) LTD., 


12 Wendell Road (Askew Road) 
Shepherds Bush 
London W12 
Tel: 01-743 4366/7 


Classified Advertisement Form 
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MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS 


Road & Racing 
Accessories 


GPPOSITE LOCK 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD 


Send 10p for catalogue 
‘of Racing and Rally kit 


LES LESTON 
PRODUCTS LTD 
315 Finchley Road, 
London NW3 6EH 
01-435 5665 Telex 21878 


also at 141 George Street, W1 
Tel: 01-723 1696 


JOHN ALEY 


F.LA. - TYPE ROLL-OVER 
BARS 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON 


lephone: 
n (02203) 2575 


FIRE EATER 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER SYSTEMS 
NO WAY YOU CAN DO BETTER! 
SIMPLEST 
to install and to operate. 


+ Mechanical 4 Electrical 
+e Electro-Mechanical 


SAFEST & MOST EFFICIENT 
agent available-FE 1301 (BTM) 


SATISFIES 
FIA and RAC requirements 


MIG ERcontinenrae 
EQUIPMENT Co. 
6 North Lane, 


08 . 
hot, Hants. 


LEYTONSTONE 
LONDON E.11 


SAFETY DEVICES, CAGES 


SAFETY BREAKER 
HARNASSES 
PLUS MUCH MORE 


FOLLOW 
THE 
LEADERS T' 


JAYBRAND 
Race Wear 


HIGHBURY STREET, 
PETERBOROUGH 
Phone: 0733-68247 


(Holborn) Ltd. 


JAYBRAND, NOMEX, 
WESTOVER BOOTS, FPT, 
BELL HELMETS 


10/12 Proctor Street, 
London WC1V 6NX 


Phone: 01-242 3080 


POYLE MILL WORKS, 
COLNBROOK, SLOUGH, 
BUCKS. 

Tel: COLNBROOK 3245 


APPOLLO 
RACE & RALLY 
WEAR 


10/12 BARWICK STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 
B32 NT 
PROBAN HEATSHIELD NOMEX 
All Nomex and Mechanic's Overalls 
Made to Team requirements 


021-236 4000 


21-40 


We'll put a to 
Ee eidat nlite upto. 


The increased performance ofa ‘hotted- 
up’ engine means your brakes are going to 
get very hot. Kinetic energy increases as 
the square of the speed 

When stopping, brakes dispense this 
energy in the form of heat. Consequently 
they will be operating at temperatures well 
above those of a standard car 
Racing and Rally competitors have 


posed this problem to the Ferodo Competi- 
tions Department for many years 
‘After much thorough research and test- 


ing, Ferodo are now passing on this exper- 
ience by marketing Competition Specifica 
tion disc brake pads and Special Purpose 
prake linings formulated to cope with the 
demands of high performance. 

Fit Ferodo and match engine power 
with braking power 


